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Chief Executive's Introduction

Warren Escadale
Dear Colleagues
 

Welcome to VSNW newsletter #118. Due to staff
changes within VSNW, it's been a few months since
our last bulletin but I'm very pleased to welcome
Martin Hall to the team as our new Communications
Officer who will be sending out more regular
bulletins from now on.

I recently attended two interesting events discussing the
inclusive economy: Centre for Local Economic

Strategies (CLES) community wealth building event, and the launch of
IPPR’s economic justice commission findings. 

At the CLES event, it was good to see Wirral Council committing to a Preston-
like model of working on community wealth building.

On the IPPR report, I felt that it misses an in-depth appreciation of the
ambitions for devolution / rebalancing the economy and local-decision
making, and does not make a strong enough case for democratic thinking
linked to local economic development. We welcome the new interim director
of IPPR North, Arianna Giovannini, who previously co-edited Developing
England’s North The Political Economy of the Northern Powerhouse, a
set of essays looking on Northern economic development and the impact of
devolution. The voice of IPPR North has been greatly appreciated over the
last decade and it is disappointing that that voice has not truly been reflected
in the commissions recommendations.
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VSNW Trustees

Two new trustees join VSNW
Earlier this year, VSNW welcomed Sally Yeoman and Dave Packwood to the
Trustee Board.

Sally Yeoman brings a huge amount of VCSE sector experience to any
position she takes. She is the Chief Executive at Halton and St Helens VCA, a
board member at the Saints Community Development Foundation, VOLA, the
VCSE sector learning alliance for the Liverpool City Region, Vice-Chair of VS6
(the Liverpool City Region VCSE sector partnership) and is a Non-Executive
Director at Bridgewater Community NHS Foundation Trust. She is also an
Institute of Directors (IOD) certified Company Director and a Local
Government Improvement and Development Accredited Partnership Peer.

Dave Packwood has worked within the voluntary sector for nearly 30 years.
He has a BA and MA in Youth Work as well as a Diploma in Management
Studies and is a qualified Performance Coach. Dave also held the role of the
Chief Executive of Youth Federation Cheshire for 12 years, growing that
organisation from four staff and a £100,000 turnover to 36 staff and a £1.2
million turnover. Dave has worked for Barnardo’s as their Business
Development Manager and in 2011 he set up Dave Packwood Consultancy
Limited, providing management consultancy, training and organisational
development to a wide range of clients and a number of Manchester-based
organisations and charities, as well as acting as a grant assessor for Children
in Need and Cheshire Community Foundation.

Meanwhile, both Nick Thompson and Graham Whalley have stepped down
as VSNW trustees. We would like to thank them for their dedication and
service to the organisation over the past four years.

VSNW Recruitment: Networks
& Events Coordinator

Join our team!
We are pleased to be recruiting this key post of Networks & Events
Coordinator who will work across all of VSNW’s networks, including VSNW’s
membership network and the Greater Manchester Cancer Champions
network, as well as lead on a programme of events to support VSNW’s work. 

The post is full-time and currently funded until 31 March 2022. The closing
date for applications is 5pm, Tuesday 3rd September 2019.

Visit here to download the full Job Description. Further information including
the application form can be found below.

Read about all the VSNW Trustees
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Carers in the NHS workforce workshop

Tuesday 24th September 2019 from 10am
The Foundry, Widnes, WA8 6DA
 
This event, which will be of interest to HR teams, Directors / Deputy Directors
of nursing, carer support organisations and those with a responsibility for
staff health and wellbeing and staff side colleagues, is jointly hosted by
VSNW and Health & Care Partnership for Cheshire & Merseyside. 

Along with several case studies, VSNW will be presenting research carried out
in Cheshire & Merseyside looking at the Informal Carer Workforce. This
piece of work was undertaken in partnership with Leeds Beckett University
Centre for Health Promotion Research and Centre for Local Economic
Strategies (CLES).

To book your place, please click on the link below.
 

GM Homelessness Prevention Strategy

Your ideas needed!
Greater Manchester Homelessness Action Network (GMHAN)
Accountability Board have been tasked by Mayor Andy Burnham with
developing a ten-year GM Homelessness Prevention Strategy.

They want to involve as many stakeholders as possible in this process, in
particular colleagues working in homelessness, housing practice and policy, as
well as people who have been through the homelessness system, have the
knowledge and experience of what they as a network need to do to prevent
and reduce homelessness in all its forms. 

To help us with this, they request that you (or the most appropriate person in
your organisation) fills in the six questions in this Google Form here no later
than 22nd July.

 

GM Combined Authority Workshop

Visit the VSNW website for more information

Register to attend the workshop

Complete the Consultation
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GM Spatial Framework - VCSE Workshop
Discussion
This workshop took place on 10th July with the purpose of bringing together a
group of stakeholder experts from voluntary organisations, community
groups and social enterprises to discuss and agree how the sector might be
involved in the next stage of developing the GM Spatial Framework, with a
particular focus on how the Framework describes the process and
arrangements for ‘Shaping Places with Communities’. A number of tasks /
asks arose:
 

1. Develop a Community Impact Assessment tool, building on
identification of what makes a ‘good place’.

2. Define community anchor organisations including VCSE ones, map them
and designate them across the patch. This should include geographic
and equalities VCSE institutions.

 
These tasks build on a commitment from the spatial strategy team to working
with the VCSE sector and establishing an informal task and finish group
building on the previous consultation workshop. The previous session
identified a number of areas for consideration, which these tasks look to build
on.
 
To view the slides from the event, please click on the link below.

Green Bullet Newsletter

Green Bullet Issue 103 out now
The Green Bullet newsletter from North West Environment Link, summarising
June's environmental activity, plus a collection of articles, events, resources
and analysis, can now be downloaded from the VSNW website. Along with
updates and information on key policy areas, highlights from this month's
newsletter include:
 

The publication of the Greater Manchester Local Industrial Strategy.
Within the strategy is a commitment to achieve carbon-neutral living in
Greater Manchester by 2038.

 
A series of events being held across Cumbria & Cheshire, including a
Wilder Cheshire Question Time event hosted by Cheshire Wildlife Trust
on 14th August where young people will have the opportunity to put their
questions on the environment to a panel of local politicians.

View the Workshop Slides

Read the latest Green Bullet Newsletter
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