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North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector 
organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.   
We are members of VSNW, the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose 
purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS).  
 
This bulletin is intended to keep NWEL members and wider networks up to date on events and 
issues that will be of interest to environmental voluntary and community sector organisations in 
the North West. Please send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to 
andyyuille@gmail.com - and feel free to forward all or parts of these bulletins throughout your 
own networks to help spread the word! 
 
The Green Bullet is also available to download from the VSNW website. 
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• Campaigns – Climate change, air quality, year of green action, right to repair, roads & 
nature, dark skies, HS2, plastics & litter 
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• Publications – Circular economy, climate change, fossil fuel subsidies, nature’s recovery, 
energy connections  

• Events – Green Summit, climate action, & better buses in Greater Manchester; zero-
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• Resources – Year of Green Action, planning for climate change, planning for health, 
neighbourhood planning and the environment 
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• Funding – Food redistribution 
 
Research 
 
Research into opposition to housing development 
In 2019 Dr Quintin Bradley of Leeds Beckett University will be carrying out national research 
with groups objecting to housing development, to address the unhelpful denigration of all 
opposition to increasing housing supply as ‘NIMBY’. He would like to hear from any community 

mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
https://www.vsnw.org.uk/green-bullet
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groups who would be interested in taking part in this research through interviews or group 
discussions. The objectives of this research programme are  

• to identify the main common elements in the objections to new house-building raised by 
communities;  

• to test out with communities what changes to the housing supply model would reduce this 
opposition;  

• to disseminate research that portrays community opposition as rational and founded on 
notions of public good;  

• to disseminate a critical perspective on house-building that promotes changes to the model 
of supply and distribution.  

 
If you are interested in taking part, please contact him at Q.Bradley@leedsbeckett.ac.uk or on 
0113 81 21964, or check out his website for more information. 
  
Campaigns 
 
Climate change 

• So far 180 MPs across parties have come together to jointly sign a letter asking the Prime 
Minister to back a UK net zero emissions target ahead of 2050. If yours isn’t on the list, ask 
them to sign. And if they have, thank them! Research shows that, despite the science, MPs 
consider climate change a fringe issue that’s not of concern to most people – show them 
that’s not the case! 

• Four of the five most impactful global risks in 2019 relate to climate change, with extreme 
weather the most pressing risk facing the planet, according to the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Risk Report 

• Climate change has been advanced as the most likely explanation for a 98% reduction in 
ground insects in Puerto Rican rainforest over 35 years.   

 
Air Quality 

• The government has published its much-delayed and heavily-contested Clean Air Strategy. 
It includes commitments to cut emissions from wood stoves and the farming sector – but 
those expecting big policy announcements around transport were left disappointed, with 
most transport-related measures having been previously announced. In the transport sector, 
the main emphasis is on reducing emission from rail, with some reference to aviation. Client 
Earth, the environmental lawyers who have made three successful legal challenges against 
previous versions for being too weak, were critical of the failure to tackle pollution from road 
transport.  

• Greater Manchester plans to introduce a Clean Air Zone which will penalise drivers of the 
most polluting vehicles. The proposed zone would deter vehicles such as HGVs, LGVs, 
buses and taxis from using the roads if they don’t comply with NO2 emissions standards, 
but it will would not apply to private cars. 

 
Right to Repair 
The EU is working on introducing a ‘right to repair’ – a directive based on a series of proposals 
from European environment ministers to force manufacturers to make goods that last longer 
and are easier to mend, attempting to reverse the current trend for built-in obsolescence and 
throwaway consumerism. 
 
Roads and nature 

mailto:Q.Bradley@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
http://criticalplace.org.uk/2019/01/03/research-with-communities-objecting-to-new-house-building/
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/joint-letter
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/joint-letter
https://discoversociety.org/2019/01/02/how-politicians-respond-to-climate-change/
https://discoversociety.org/2019/01/02/how-politicians-respond-to-climate-change/
https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news-analysis/3069391/climate-threat-dominates-2019-global-risk-ranking
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/01/14/clean-air-strategy-households-and-agriculture-targeted-but-transport-lacking/
https://www.clientearth.org/uk-governments-clean-air-strategy-ignores-road-transport-pollution/
https://www.clientearth.org/uk-governments-clean-air-strategy-ignores-road-transport-pollution/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/01/10/clean-air-plan-for-manchester-but-burnham-rules-out-charges-for-private-vehicles/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-46797396
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Environmental groups are deeply concerned that the Government’s ramped-up road building 
programme is set to damage valuable wildlife sites, protected landscapes and ancient 
woodlands. 
 
Dark Skies 
Dark, starry skies are one of the most magical sights the countryside can offer. But light 
pollution means many of us can’t see the stars. CPRE want to reconnect people with the 
wonder of our glorious night skies. Take part in #StarCount2019 in February and help find 
England’s darkest skies, to ensure more of us can more of us can experience this natural 
wonder. 
 
HS2 
The Cheshire Wildlife Trust are campaigning to prevent the proposed route of HS2 from 
damaging 12 designated wildlife sites and at least a further 8 that would qualify for designation. 
Concerns that the project may not get beyond Birmingham has prompted regional leaders to 
call for reassurance, which the ever-reliable Chris Grayling swiftly gave. However, cost and time 
over-runs may lead to fewer trains being run, and at lower speeds. 
 
Plastic & litter 

• Keep Britain Tidy are hoping to inspire half a million people to join forces - in partnership 
with community organisations, schools, businesses and the government - to collect and 
safely dispose of single-use plastic from our streets, parks and beaches, recycling as much 
as possible in this year’s Great British Spring Clean, 22 March – 23 April 2019 

• Wildlife and Countryside Link estimate that more than 103,000 tonnes of plastic packaging 
will have been thrown away and not recycled in the UK this Christmas 

• Iceland (the supermarket)’s trial of five reverse vending machines has seen 311,500 plastic 
bottles recycled in its first six months. 

 
Information update 
 
Brexit and beyond 

• The Draft Environment (Principles and Governance) Bill 2018 was published on 19 
December, setting out details of the principles for environmental protection and the statutory 
body that will police after Brexit. You can find an overview here. The principles are: 
precaution, preventative action, rectification at source, polluter pays, sustainable 
development, policy integration, access to information, public participation in decision-
making and access to justice. Crucially, the overarching principle committing to a high level 
of environmental protection found in the Lisbon Treaty is missing. The body will be called 
the Office for Environmental Protection (OEP), and will scrutinise environmental policy and 
law, investigate complaints, and take action where necessary to make sure environmental 
law is properly implemented. The explanatory notes say that anyone except public bodies 
and public officials can raise a complaint with the OEP where a public authority has failed to 
comply with environmental law, as long as the public authority’s internal complaints 
procedure has been exhausted. The draft Bill also says that the secretary of state must 
prepare an environmental improvement plan. The January 2018 A green future: our 25 year 
plan to improve the environment document will constitute the first of these, and it would 
have to be kept under regular review, with the next version to be completed by 31 January 
2023 and thereafter at least every five years. Greener UK welcomed the government's 
ambition to put the environment at the heart of government, but also said that without further 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/road-building-wildlife-nature-conservation-water-voles-birds-insects-budget-philip-hammond-a8684341.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/road-building-wildlife-nature-conservation-water-voles-birds-insects-budget-philip-hammond-a8684341.html
https://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/countryside/dark-skies/star-count-2019?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=E-circular+14+January+2019&utm_content=E-circular+2019+January+14
https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/HS2appeal
https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/HS2appeal
http://www.railtechnologymagazine.com/Rail-News/regional-leaders-urge-major-parties-to-publicly-back-building-hs2-phase-2-route-?dorewrite=false
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/securing-hs2-for-the-midlands-and-north
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/jan/13/hs2-may-run-fewer-slower-trains-to-stay-on-budget-and-schedule
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/home
https://www.wcl.org.uk/the-plastic-cost-of-christmas-%E2%80%93-the-weight-of-215,000-polar-bears-in-plastic-waste.asp
https://inews.co.uk/news/consumer/iceland-reverse-vending-machine-300000-plastic-bottles-recycled/
https://inews.co.uk/news/consumer/iceland-reverse-vending-machine-300000-plastic-bottles-recycled/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-environment-principles-and-governance-bill-2018
https://www.brexitenvironment.co.uk/2018/12/20/environment-principles-and-governance-bill/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
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action environmental protection would be weakened through Brexit, and other environmental 
groups have criticized it for lacking teeth. 

• The National Audit Office has called on the government to ensure that any future 
environmental watchdog has adequate funding and capabilities to robustly measure 
environmental performance, make that data transparent, and have it acted on across 
government. It emphasized that one-third of published data from Defra on key 
environmental metrics is currently  three or more years old. 

• The green community continues to warn of the catastrophic environmental effects of a no-
deal Brexit 

• …While American negotiators are being pushed into insisting that the UK lowers food and 
environmental standards as a pre-requisite to any future trade deal. 
 

Energy 

• A new forecast by energy consultants EnAppSays reports that the UK will get most of its 
power from renewable sources as early as next year.  

• The UK’s energy minister has strongly reaffirmed the government’s commitment to the 
seismic activity standards that have frustrated attempts to frack for shale gas in Lancashire 

• Andy Burnham has said that Greater Manchester will put planning measures in place to 
create a presumption against fracking for shale gas as part of its effort to become carbon 
neutral by 2038 

• Environment lawyers at ClientEarth have warned that a new Drax gas plant in North 
Yorkshire would produce 75% of the emissions budget for the entire UK power sector, 
posing a huge threat to UK emissions targets,  

• Hitachi has confirmed that it is halting work on its plans for a new nuclear power station at 
Wylfa. Combined with Toshiba’s decision in November to scrap its plans for a three-reactor 
plant at Moorside, this means that a total of 9.2GW of planned nuclear generation will not be 
delivered. 

• An obscure EU fund invested millions in coal research projects across the continent in 2018, 
despite the EU and prominent member states announcing moves last year to reduce 
emissions and phase out coal. 
 

Planning 

• The House of Commons Library has produced a briefing examining some of the 
controversies about Green Belt in England and how policy towards the Green Belt has been 
reflected in the updating of the National Planning Policy Framework in July 2018. 

• The Government has introduced the Future High Streets fund to help local leaders transform 
their town centres and make them fit for the future, with co-funding to consolidate properties 
on the high street, improve transport and access into town centres and converting retail 
units into new homes. £675 million is available to transform local high streets into modern 
vibrant community hubs. 

• The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) has pledged to ensure that all new 
buildings built in the city region will be 'net-zero' carbon by 2028. 

• The quality of planning submissions for Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDs) are 
either ‘inadequate’ or ‘mixed’, according to 96 per cent of local authorities, despite their 
potential for managing surface water and water quality, improving biodiversity and 
helping create healthy places. 

• In 2017/18, the net increase in housing stock was 222,190 dwellings, 2% higher than the 
previous year: 195,290 new build homes, 29,720 from change of use from non-domestic 

https://greeneruk.org/greener-uk-reacts-draft-environment-bill
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/19/post-brexit-green-watchdog-could-sue-ministers-says-gove
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Government-urged-to-address-funding-and-data-concerns-for-post-Brexit-environment-watchdog/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20cf403d844f-dailynewsletter_COPY_468
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Brexit--Parliament-urged-to-avoid-no-deal-after-Theresa-May-suffers-historic-defeat/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%203722e72fe3-dailynewsletter_COPY_465
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Brexit--Parliament-urged-to-avoid-no-deal-after-Theresa-May-suffers-historic-defeat/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%203722e72fe3-dailynewsletter_COPY_465
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/01/18/us-agribusiness-lobby-calls-on-trump-to-target-uk-food-and-environment-rules-in-brexit-trade-deal/
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/01/18/us-agribusiness-lobby-calls-on-trump-to-target-uk-food-and-environment-rules-in-brexit-trade-deal/
https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/3069376/report-renewables-to-overtake-fossil-fuels-in-uk-energy-mix-in-2020
https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/3069376/report-renewables-to-overtake-fossil-fuels-in-uk-energy-mix-in-2020
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/01/13/claire-perry-cuadrilla-fracking-earthquake-regulations/
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/01/13/claire-perry-cuadrilla-fracking-earthquake-regulations/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/04/greater-manchester-tells-fracking-firms-they-are-not-welcome
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/01/21/new-drax-gas-plant-significant-threat-to-uk-emissions-targets-warn-lawyers/
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Nuclear-strategy-in--meltdown--after-Wylfa-suspension/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%208c8ce41c10-dailynewsletter_COPY_469
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/01/17/coal-eu-fossil-fuel-subsidies/
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN00934
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-high-streets-fund-call-for-proposals
https://www.edie.net/news/6/Manchester-commits-to-making-all-new-buildings--net-zero--by-2028/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a82714f3e4-dailynewsletter_COPY_459
https://www.theplanner.co.uk/news/suds-applications-%E2%80%98inadequate%E2%80%99-or-%E2%80%98mixed%E2%80%99?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_term=
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/housing-supply-net-additional-dwellings-england-2017-to-2018
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to residential, 4,550 from conversions between houses and flats and 680 other gains 
(caravans, houseboats, etc.), offset by 8,050 demolitions. Planning permissions for 
homes rose by 2% to 359,500 in the year to the end of September. There were 47,355 
affordable homes delivered in England 12% up on the previous year, which was a low 
point in delivery. 

• The rural population in England grew from 9.1 million in 2011 to 9.5 million in 2017. 

 
Publications 
 
Circular economy 
A new report - the Circularity Gap - released at the World Economic Forum meeting in Davos 
has outlined the urgent need for nations to "wake up to the potential" of the circular economy in 
order to push the world towards the Paris Agreement's more ambitious pathway of limiting 
warming to 1.5C. The report notes that just 9% of the global economy is considered circular, 
meaning that less than 10% of the 92.8 billion tonnes of material extracted for use is reused 
annually. With global material use more than tripling since the 1970s – and set to double again 
by 2050 – Circle Economy is advising governments to rethink approaches to resource use, and 
pointing out how this can be delivered. 
 
The climate turning point 
A new report from the World Resources Institute thinktank has found that removing coal from 
the global energy mix is taking too long, too many forests are still being destroyed, and fossil 
fuel subsidies are ongoing despite their distorting effect on the market. There has also been 
insufficient progress in agriculture to stop harmful practices that increase carbon dioxide 
production, and heavy industry is not doing enough to use energy more efficiently. Without 
progress on all these fronts, the world is unlikely to see global greenhouse gas emissions peak 
in 2020, which is likely to be necessary to stay within the warming thresholds identified as key to 
the future safety of the planet. 
 
Fossil fuel subsidies 
The UK spends the most of any EU nation on subsidising fossil fuels, according to a new report 
by the European Commission, which also found that EU-wide payments have failed to decrease 
despite the bloc's commitment to the Paris Agreement on climate change. In 2016, the UK 
pumped more than €12bn into fossil fuel support, closely followed by Germany, France, Italy 
and Spain. However, those countries actually then spent more on renewable energies like wind 
and solar than on coal, gas and oil. Despite this, Britain’s transition away from fossil fuels has 
been remarkable over the last decade. 
 
Nature’s recovery 
The latest Green Alliance and National Trust report addresses how the emerging private 
markets for environmental goods and services from farmland could be complementarily 
integrated into a new Environmental Land Management system. It outlines ways in which 
farmers and businesses could take advantage of the system for mutual benefit, whilst facilitating 
nature's recovery.  
 
Better Connected 
A new report from Green Alliance sets out how the UK can make the best of low-cost, low-
carbon energy from Europe, allowing UK electricity demand to be met at times of need without 

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/news/article/607/planning_news_-_20_december_2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statistical-digest-of-rural-england
https://www.circularity-gap.world/
https://www.edie.net/news/9/Earth-Overshoot-Day--How-business-can--move-the-date--to-create-a-sustainable-future/
https://wriorg.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2020-turning-point-progress_0.pdf?_ga=2.238049856.1177937018.1548173095-511820498.1538994158
https://www.wri.org/blog/2019/01/climate-action-barometer-12-charts-explain-where-we-are-today-and-where-we-need-be-2020
https://www.edie.net/news/10/UK-revealed-as-EU-champion-of-fossil-fuel-subsidies/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2022584c77cc-dailynewsletter_COPY_466
https://theconversation.com/britain-has-shifted-30-of-its-electricity-away-from-fossil-fuels-in-just-nine-years-108969?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2011%202019%20-%201208111094&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2011%202019%20-%201208111094+CID_b53b1c2f07ce6609feeb0d4739614144&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=largely%20replaced%20by%20wind%20and%20other%20renewables
https://theconversation.com/britain-has-shifted-30-of-its-electricity-away-from-fossil-fuels-in-just-nine-years-108969?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2011%202019%20-%201208111094&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2011%202019%20-%201208111094+CID_b53b1c2f07ce6609feeb0d4739614144&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=largely%20replaced%20by%20wind%20and%20other%20renewables
https://www.green-alliance.org.uk/funding_natures_recovery.php
file:///C:/Users/Andy/Desktop/better_connected.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Andy/Desktop/better_connected.pdf
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building more infrastructure. Britain is one of the least inter-connected European countries, and 
has the most to gain from increasing its connectivity. 
 
Events 
 
Greater Manchester Green Summit 2019 
The 2019 Summit will be the culmination of consultation (summarised in the Springboard 
document) in the run up to and following the inaugural Green Summit in March 2018. This event 
will set out GM’s environmental vision to achieve a carbon neutrality date and launch the 
pathway for the next five years and beyond. 
 
Zero-Con 
Zero-Con is a Zero-Waste Convention. It’s is taking place at Make! North Docks, in Liverpool on 
the 26th and 27th January 2019. Zero-Con is going to be an inspiring, colourful event with a 
large trade fair, where you can buy and try a huge range of Zero-Waste and Plastic-Free 
products. There will be product demonstrations, inspiring talks, exciting workshops and thought-
provoking discussions all aimed at reducing the amount of waste we, as a population, produce. 
Entrance is free but ticketed -please reserve your free-entry tickets here! 
 
Greater Manchester Climate Action Networking Social 
Organised by the newly launched Greater Manchester Climate Action Network in partnership 
with groups campaigning for action on climate change from around the region, this event will be 
a fun, sociable gathering for all that are interested in climate change. Come and enjoy free food 
and drinks while getting to know fellow Mancunians that want to make a difference. 30 January, 
7-8.30pm, Patagonia store, 51 King Street, Manchester, M2 7AZ 
 
Marine planning 
The next round of formal marine planning engagement by the Marine Management 
Organisation on the developing North West Marine Plan (and others) starts in January 2019. 
The on-line engagement opens on 21st January and runs until 29th March. It will be 
supplemented by a series of regional workshops and you are urged to book your place early. 
For the North West Marine Plan there are 2 workshops: 27th February Carlisle & 28th February, 
New Brighton, Wirral. 
 
Better Buses for Greater Manchester 
Better Buses GM say that buses in Greater Manchester are not currently working. Join their first 
public meeting to find out more and join the campaign to take action for better buses. Including 
short talks from Friends of the Earth, researchers, unions and councillors. There will be snacks, 
time to meet others from your local area and feel free to bring the kids. February 6, 6:30-
8:30pm, Manchester Art Gallery, Mosley St, Manchester, M2 3JL. 
 
Resources 
 
Year of Green Action 
The Government has declared 2019 a Year of Green Action, with a dedicated website and a 
toolkit to help organisations and groups get involved. Nature Connected, the Liverpool City 
Region local nature partnership has set up its own website with its mission statement and key 
themes for activities, and is inviting public, private, voluntary and community sector partners to 
get involved and plan activities throughout the year. 

https://www.quaytickets.com/gmca/Online/default.asp
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/springboard/?mc_cid=86091b0e37&mc_eid=d44b746384
https://justlittlechanges.com/zerocon/
https://www.makeliverpool.com/
https://justlittlechanges.com/product/free-entry-ticket-to-zero-con/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/greater-manchester-climate-action-networking-social-tickets-54794639241?mc_cid=86091b0e37&mc_eid=d44b746384
https://www.gov.uk/topic/planning-development/marine-planning
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/marine-management-organisation-6637965761
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fight-the-fat-cats-lets-win-better-buses-for-greater-manchester-tickets-54601492534?mc_eid=d44b746384&mc_cid=ea63cb33e4
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fight-the-fat-cats-lets-win-better-buses-for-greater-manchester-tickets-54601492534?mc_eid=d44b746384&mc_cid=ea63cb33e4
https://www.yearofgreenaction.org/files/Year_of_Green_Action_toolkit.pdf?v=link
https://www.yearofgreenaction.org/files/Year_of_Green_Action_toolkit.pdf?v=link
http://yoe2019lcr.org.uk/
http://yoe2019lcr.org.uk/
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Planning and climate change 
The TCPA and the RTPI have come together to produce a guide which helps planners, 
politicians and communities tackle climate change through the planning system. The revised 
National Planning Policy Framework contains ambitious policies on climate change but on-the-
ground delivery remains slow, largely because of a lack of practical advice and support to local 
councils on how to secure a radical reduction in carbon emissions.  'Rising to the Climate Crisis’ 
seeks to address some of this lack. 
 
Planning and health 
A new TCPA report recommends that local authorities and their health partners should set 
out their expectations on what planning for health means – with obvious and strong links to 
active travel, air pollution, access to greenspace etc. Currently, local planning policies are 
weak when it comes to taking account of local health strategies and health needs 
assessment, despite this being a requirement in national policy. The extent to which they 
require the use of health impact assessments in planning applications is also weak. Most do 
though make explicit links to health and wellbeing outcomes in transport, open space, 
recreation and design. This adds to the TCPA’s library of resources helping to reunite health 
with planning. 
 
(Neighbourhood) planning for the environment 
The TCPA has launched a new guide, written by the statutory bodies Natural England, the 
Environment Agency and Historic England, that sets out how best to consider the natural and 
historic environment when making a neighbourhood plan. 
 
Consultations 
 
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework 
The “radically re-written” Greater Manchester Spatial Framework proposes 50% less Green Belt 
loss than the 2016 version, higher densities in town centres, and a focus on transport hubs and 
brownfield redevelopment. It has targets to deliver at least 201,000 homes (a 7% reduction 
compared to the 2016 version – although 29% higher than the targets in the combined current 
local plans), with 50,000 affordable homes; 4,220,000 square metres of new industrial and 
warehousing floorspace (a small increase on the last version); and 2,460,000 square metres of 
new office floorspace (about the same). Following this consultation, there will be a further round 
of consultation in Summer 2019. The final plan is intended to be submitted for examination in 
early 2020 and adopted late 2020/early 2021. Deadline: 18th March. 
 
Alongside the revised GMSF, the GMCA has also published for consultation: 

• the draft Greater Manchester Infrastructure Framework, which sets out the challenges 
that the region’s existing energy, transport, water, communications and flooding 
infrastructure networks will have to respond to in order to accommodate the planned 
growth, and 

• the Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040 – draft Delivery Plan 2020-2025, 
setting sets out the practical transport actions that the GMCA is planning to take over 
the next five years to deliver the infrastructure outlined in the Greater Manchester 
Transport Strategy 2040, published in 2017. 

 
Nuclear waste 

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/planning-for-climate-change
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/healthyplanning
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/
https://www.gmconsult.org/communications-and-engagement-team/gmsf/
http://www.gmcameetings.co.uk/download/meetings/id/4047/8_gm_infrastrucutre_framework_2040
http://www.gmcameetings.co.uk/download/meetings/id/4048/9_gm_2040_transport_delivery_plan
http://www.tfgm.com/2040
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The Government has re-launched its search for a community prepared to accept long-term 
geological disposal of nuclear waste in their area. It says that the process is consent-based, 
helping communities to work in partnership with government, and that it will include "a right of 
withdrawal" for communities, allowing them to withdraw from the process "at any time, for any 
reason", up to the point at which a "test of public support is undertaken". They have also 
opened a Site Evaluation public consultation on how they will evaluate sites in England as part 
of this process.  
 
Electricity Storage 
The government launched has a consultation on whether electricity storage should be defined 
as another expansion of the Nationally Strategic Infratructure Projects regime. Storage schemes 
of any size could be approved through local authority planning applications, while those over 
50MW could alternatively use the NSIP route, and could be part of an electricity generation 
scheme (but not one for onshore wind, which was removed from the NSIP regime a few years 
ago). Deadline: 25 March. 
 
Trees & woodlands 
The Government has launched a consultation on providing more protection to trees, particularly 
urban trees: to seek views on its proposals to introduce four new measures designed to 
increase transparency and accountability in the process of felling street trees and to strengthen 
the Forestry Commission’s power to tackle illegal tree felling. Deadline: 28 February 
 
Plastic bags 
The government has launched a consultation on doubling the charge for single-use plastic bags 
to 10p, and rolling it out to all retailers. Deadline: 22 February. 
 
Net biodiversity / environmental gain in planning 
The consultation on net gain is still open, covering the objectives of net gain policy, the core 
concepts of biodiversity net gain and environmental net gain, and whether to make biodiversity 
net gain a requirement for development planning permission. Deadline: 10 February. 
 
Funding 
 
Food redistribution 
The government has invited food redistribution organisations to apply for the first £5 million 
round of funding under a multi-million pound pilot scheme to reduce food waste. Redistribution 
organisations in England will be able to bid into a £5 million pot to help them overcome the 
financial barriers to redistributing surplus food which is currently going to waste but which could 
be redistributed. It’s the first part of a £15 million scheme announced last year by the 
Environment Secretary to specifically address surplus food from retail and manufacturing. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/communities-and-gdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/communities-and-gdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/site-evaluation-how-we-will-evaluate-sites-in-england
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770703/electricity-storage-planning-consultation.pdf
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/forestry/protecting-trees-and-woodlands/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/environmental-quality/extending-the-single-use-bags-charge/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/land-use/net-gain/
https://defra.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.shtml
https://defra.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.shtml
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/action-to-reduce-food-waste-announced
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To subscribe or contribute 
 
To subscribe to NWEL’s Bulletin please email andyyuille@gmail.com with the subject line: 
“Subscribe to NWEL Bulletin”. Please send items for inclusion in the next Bullet to me by 23rd 
February 2019.  
 
North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector 
organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.   
 
VSNW is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support 
a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS).  
 
To contribute to the NWEL Bulletin, please 
contact: 
Andy Yuille 
andyyuille@gmail.com 
01524 389 915 

To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, 
please contact: 
Warren Escadale  
warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk  
0161 276 9307 

mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
mailto:warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk

