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North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector 
organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.   
We are members of VSNW, the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose 
purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS).  
 
This bulletin is intended to keep NWEL members and wider networks up to date on events and 
issues that will be of interest to environmental voluntary and community sector organisations in 
the North West. Please send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to 
andyyuille@gmail.com - and feel free to forward all or parts of these bulletins throughout your 
own networks to help spread the word! 
 
The Green Bullet is also available to download from the VSNW website. 
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• Campaigns – climate change, trees, air pollution, planning and Covid 

• Information update – Covid-19, Brexit & beyond, energy, planning, transport, biodiversity 

• Publications – What’s the Plan, Tragedy of Growth, CC adaptation, resilient 
infrastructure, national natural capital atlas, Greater Manchester environment 

• Events – national capital atlas, urban forests, green cities, Volunteers’ Week 

• Resources – Covid-19 guidance for charities / 3rd sector and beyond, My Community, 
Local planning and the environment,  Greenkeeper, land management, urban trees 

• Consultations – Technological innovation and climate change, river basin management 

• Funding – Covid-19 guidance on funding and fundraising and sources of help 
 
Campaigns 
 
Climate change 

• Climate campaigners have launched a judicial review challenge against the National Policy 
Statement (NPS) for Energy and its support for future fossil fuel developments. They are 
seeking to force the government to review the policy in light of the UK’s commitments to 
curb carbon emissions, such as its 2016 ratification of the Paris Agreement that requires 
signatories to make efforts to curb global warming. 

mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
https://www.vsnw.org.uk/green-bullet
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/no-new-fossilfuel-projects/
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/no-new-fossilfuel-projects/
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• A UK government survey of more than 1,800 UK citizens has found that the public is largely 
unaware of the  net-zero movement and what that means for the UK, despite more than 
three-quarters of citizens being concerned about climate change. 

• The COP26 climate conference, to be hosted in Glasgow and seen as a crucial moment to 
deliver on the pledges necessary to achieve the Paris Agreement targets, will be postponed 
until November 2021 

• Research suggesting that global GHG emissions may, for a period of months, drop between 
5-17%, also highlights the need to fundamentally restructure our economy to tackle the 
climate crisis. The most likely scenarios suggest a  drop in annual emissions of around 7-
7%. This is the scale of reduction that we need to be making every single year to 2050 in 
order to meet Paris targets. 

• New research also shows that unless emissions fall, areas of the planet home to one-third of 
humans will become as hot as the Sahara within 50 years  
 

Trees 
Greater Manchester has published a tree and woodland strategy, All Our Trees, which 
quantifies the incredible value of the city region’s 11.3 million trees demonstrating why we 
should protect them, and outlines where to plant more trees. Produced by charity City of Trees 
and endorsed by the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA), the strategy sets out 
clear objectives on how to maximise the benefits of trees and woods in relation to tackling 
carbon, air pollution and flooding. 
 
Air pollution 

• A leading scientist urges caution in drawing connections between Covid-19 and air quality. 
However, the number of preliminary studies linking the people suffering most severely from 
the virus with the areas that have long suffered most from air pollution is mounting. 

• The UKGBC considers how housebuilding can help improve air quality. 
 
Planning and Covid-19 
Planning is adapting quickly to the requirements of lockdown. But in some cases  local voices 
are being sidelined and public access to the planning process  is being undemocratically 
bypassed, risking long-term loss of oversight and poor decision-making. CPRE is urging people 
to write to their MPs to ensure that public participation in the planning system is not 
compromised by the current crisis. 
 
Information update 
 
Covid-19 

• The EU has proposed a €750 billion Covid-19 recovery package with a strong focus on 
environmental sustainability: 25% of the fund ringfenced for climate action and, crucially, a 
principle of ‘do no harm’, to avoid the ‘feelgood fallacy’ of most governmental action on the 
environment, i.e. doing ‘good stuff’ while continuing the do the ‘bad stuff’ that the good stuff 
is needed in response to. This includes a €40 billion ‘just transition fund’ to support areas 
that are currently reliant of heavily polluting industries. 

• Boris Johnson, Dominic Raab and Alok Sharma have all called on other nations to ensure a 
green recovery, but have yet to commit the UK to a sustainability-driven recovery, despite 
clear advice and concrete recommendations from the Committee on Climate Change and a 
range of academics and experts.  

https://www.edie.net/news/9/In-numbers--The-public-s-understanding-of-net-zero-and-green-policies/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20fe4d414bed-dailynewsletter_COPY_797
https://www.edie.net/news/9/In-numbers--The-public-s-understanding-of-net-zero-and-green-policies/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20fe4d414bed-dailynewsletter_COPY_797
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4015797/cop26-delayed-glasgow-climate-summit-confirmed-november-2021
https://theconversation.com/why-a-17-emissions-drop-does-not-mean-we-are-addressing-climate-change-138984?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UK%20donations%20May%202020%20-%20environment&utm_content=UK%20donations%20May%202020%20-%20environment+CID_60cb6ac324bd270cb28f413b57ab0e4b&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=a%2017%20drop%20in%20carbon%20emissions%20due%20to%20lockdown
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/research/title_794044_en.html
http://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/news/groundbreaking-%E2%80%98greenprint%E2%80%99-launched-greater-manchester
http://airqualitynews.com/2020/05/13/what-we-do-and-dont-know-about-the-links-between-air-pollution-and-coronavirus/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/04/is-air-pollution-making-the-coronavirus-pandemic-even-more-deadly
https://airqualitynews.com/2020/05/11/how-to-improve-air-quality-in-new-housing-developments/
https://www.londonforum.org.uk/responses/Press_Release_on_community_engagement_in_on-line_planning_committees.pdf
https://www.londonforum.org.uk/responses/Press_Release_on_community_engagement_in_on-line_planning_committees.pdf
https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/60123/action/1?ea.tracking.id=CPAE1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=Corona+action+email+1&utm_content=2020+Planning+Supporter+Action&ea.url.id=4709502
https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/60123/action/1?ea.tracking.id=CPAE1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=Corona+action+email+1&utm_content=2020+Planning+Supporter+Action&ea.url.id=4709502
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/do-no-harm-eu-recovery-fund-has-green-strings-attached/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/do-no-harm-eu-recovery-fund-has-green-strings-attached/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-boosts-just-transition-fund-pledging-e40-billion-to-exit-fossil-fuels/
https://www.edie.net/news/9/Boris-Johnson-confirms-new-COP26-date--urges-nation-to-focus-on-green-recoveries/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a3a1ef3444-dailynewsletter_COPY_809
https://www.edie.net/news/9/Boris-Johnson-confirms-new-COP26-date--urges-nation-to-focus-on-green-recoveries/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a3a1ef3444-dailynewsletter_COPY_809
https://www.edie.net/news/11/CCC--Change-tax-systems-to-build-green-economic-recovery-post-coronavirus/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20fdaa597afa-dailynewsletter_COPY_793
https://www.edie.net/news/12/Green-stimulus-can-repair-global-economy-and-climate--study-says/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20fdaa597afa-dailynewsletter_COPY_793
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• The North West Metro Mayors have also called for an economic rethink to avoid returning to 
business as usual as we drive the economic recovery 

• As it gears up to lend $1 trillion to governments hit by the coronavirus pandemic, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is giving guidance on using the cash to tackle climate 
change. 

• The IPPR has set up a cross-party Environmental Justice Commission, which has called on 
the UK Government to “go faster, further and fairer” to deliver a green recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic, including £30bn to be spent on a climate-focused recovery and a 
£5bn national Just Transition Fund. The Commission has been set up to explore the net-
zero transition in the UK. It is focused on how the transition could improve societal and 
environmental issues, such as the protection of nature and improving wellbeing for citizens. 

• A coalition of global healthcare organisations, backed by more than 40 million healthcare 
professionals, the World Health Organisation (WHO), the Global Climate and Health 
Alliance and campaign group Every Breath Matters, have coordinated a written plea to 
governments to deliver health-based and climate-focused economic recoveries from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

• A new report from global analyst firm McKinsey has found that recovery packages from the 
coronavirus pandemic will be decisive in putting the world on course to meeting the Paris 
Agreement – or failing to. It calls for low-carbon technologies and solutions to be prioritized. 
A group of leading international businesses have also called on national governments to 
prioritise a low-carbon recovery… 

• …While separate reports show how Big Oil and Big Tech, including some of the very same 
companies, are attempting to turn Covid-19 into a lucrative profiteering scheme. 

• Major UK nature, science and conservation organisations are warning that the impact of the 
coronavirus has dealt a significant blow to nature’s recovery and their ability to provide 
natural solutions to climate change, while scientists warn that continuing to encroach into 
and destroy natural systems will lead to worse zoonotic pandemics in the future. 
 

Brexit and beyond  

• The Agriculture Bill, which cleared the Commons on May 13th, is expected to become law 
within the next 60 days as the Government tries to rush it on to the statute book before the 
summer recess. It establishes that farmers may receive public money (made under the new 
Environmental Land Management (ELM) scheme which will be rolled out nationally in late 
2024) in connection with any one or more of the following purposes— 
a) managing land or water in a way that protects or improves the environment; 
b) supporting public access to and enjoyment of the countryside, farmland or woodland and 

better understanding of the environment; 
c) managing land or water in a way that maintains, restores or enhances cultural or natural 

heritage; 
d) managing land, water or livestock in a way that mitigates or adapts to climate change; 
e) managing land or water in a way that prevents, reduces or protects  from environmental 

hazards; 
f) protecting or improving the health or welfare of livestock; 
g) conserving native livestock, native equines or genetic resources relating to any such 

animal; 
h) protecting or improving the health of plants; 
i) conserving plants grown or used in carrying on an agricultural, horticultural or forestry 

activity, their wild relatives or genetic resources relating to any such plant; 
j) protecting or improving the quality of soil. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/21/northern-mayors-call-for-economic-rethink-after-coronavirus-burnham-rotheram#maincontent
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/04/29/imf-chief-1-trillion-post-coronavirus-stimulus-must-tackle-climate-crisis/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/04/29/imf-chief-1-trillion-post-coronavirus-stimulus-must-tackle-climate-crisis/
https://www.ippr.org/environment-and-justice
https://www.icn.ch/news/over-40-million-health-professionals-urge-g20-leaders-put-public-health-core-covid-19-recovery
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/how-a-post-pandemic-stimulus-can-both-create-jobs-and-help-the-climate
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/how-a-post-pandemic-stimulus-can-both-create-jobs-and-help-the-climate
https://www.edie.net/news/6/Business-leaders-call-for-recovery-packages-to-be-tied-to-net-zero-corporate-targets/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2054274e437c-dailynewsletter_COPY_795
https://foe.org/news/new-report-reveals-big-oils-covid-lobby-bonanza/
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/may/13/naomi-klein-how-big-tech-plans-to-profit-from-coronavirus-pandemic?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.wcl.org.uk/huge-nature-cost-of-coronavirus.asp
https://www.edie.net/news/5/Halt-destruction-of-nature-or-suffer-even-worse-pandemics--say-world-s-top-scientists/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2092e1a623de-dailynewsletter_COPY_788
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8702/
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• However, MPs backed the Government in rejecting amendments to the Bill that would have 
protected UK farming’s relatively high standards of animal welfare and environmental 
protection, meaning that the industry will be at risk of being undermined by cheap food 
products produced in ways that would be illegal in the UK. 

• The committee scrutinizing the Environment Bill, having been suspended due to Covid-19, is 
now due to report on June 25th. 
 

Energy 

• The charity Clientearth has begun its challenge to the government's decision to approve 
Drax Power’s plans for a huge new gas plant in North Yorkshire, despite the Planning 
Inspectorate recommending that the project should not be granted a DCO because of 
climate change policy issues. The case is being dealt with at a remote videoconferencing 
hearing in the Planning Court. 

• The UK Government has unveiled a £40m Clean Growth Fund to support start-up 
companies in the fields of low-carbon power, waste, transport and buildings, with hopes that 
funding could rise to £100m by 2021. It was launched with £20m of government investment 
matched by the same amount from charity fund manager CCLA.  

• A new report by Renewable UK projects that renewables could provide over 75% of the 
UK’s power needs by 2050. This would entail the rapid development of renewable hydrogen 
and a huge increase in wind capacity. 

• The Government has unveiled plans to roll out 6,000 new electric vehicle (EV) charging 
points across A-roads and motorways by 2035, in order to spur the adoption of zero-carbon 
transport. 

• The UK Government has outlined its intentions to replace the Renewable Heat Incentive 
(RHI) with a new Clean Heat Grant that will aim to help households and businesses 
decarbonise through technology and push the nation towards its net-zero target for 2050. 

• A new report finds that, to nobody’s surprise, recent announcements from European oil and 
gas giants such as Total, Shell and BP committing to net-zero aren't actually aligned to the 
required, science-based cuts to emissions needed to reach net-zero or the 1.5C target of 
the Paris Agreement. 

• Britain's five gas networks companies have outlined plans for more than £900m of zero-
carbon energy infrastructure and hydrogen deployment across the UK, subject to 
Government approval on funding. 
 

Planning 

• MHCLG has issued updated guidance to ensure that the planning system in England can 
‘play its full part’ in the national and local economic recovery to come after the coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic. This includes encouragement to councils to update Statements of 
Community Involvement to ensure that public participation in planning is not unfairly limited.  
The Planning Advisory Service’s coronavirus resource page on adapting to Covid-19 is 
regularly updated. 

• A coalition of eight built environment organisations has called on the government to 
establish a dedicated body to oversee design quality in new development: a ‘Design Unit for 
England’. They claim that the UK is “systematically failing to delivery good quality urban 
design” and highlight a “once in a generation opportunity for the government to show real 
leadership and ambition to help turn the tide”. Their manifesto aims to build on the work of 
the government's Building Better Building Beautiful Commission, which published its final 
report in January. In October last year, the government published its first National Design 
Guide which is intended to drive up the quality of the design of new buildings. 

https://www.farminguk.com/news/mps-reject-ag-bill-vote-to-protect-uk-farmers-high-standards_55644.html
https://www.farminguk.com/news/mps-reject-ag-bill-vote-to-protect-uk-farmers-high-standards_55644.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-21/environment.html
https://www.clientearth.org/drax-legal-case-taking-uk-government-to-court-over-europes-largest-gas-plant/
https://www.clientearth.org/drax-legal-case-taking-uk-government-to-court-over-europes-largest-gas-plant/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-new-40-million-clean-growth-fund-to-supercharge-green-start-ups
https://www.renewableuk.com/news/508787/Report-highlights-role-of-renewable-hydrogen-and-growth-of-wind-power-in-UKs-future-energy-system.htm
https://www.renewableuk.com/news/508787/Report-highlights-role-of-renewable-hydrogen-and-growth-of-wind-power-in-UKs-future-energy-system.htm
https://www.edie.net/news/8/Government-unveils-rapid-charging-vision-for-England-s-roads/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a009222834-dailynewsletter_COPY_801
https://www.edie.net/news/8/Government-unveils-rapid-charging-vision-for-England-s-roads/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a009222834-dailynewsletter_COPY_801
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Government-planning-to-replace-RHI-with-Clean-Heat-Grant/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2002ded5a19e-dailynewsletter_COPY_789
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Government-planning-to-replace-RHI-with-Clean-Heat-Grant/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2002ded5a19e-dailynewsletter_COPY_789
https://www.edie.net/news/6/Oil-and-gas-giants-overstating-net-zero-ambitions--study-finds/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20fe4d414bed-dailynewsletter_COPY_797
https://www.edie.net/news/6/Oil-and-gas-giants-overstating-net-zero-ambitions--study-finds/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20fe4d414bed-dailynewsletter_COPY_797
https://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-s-gas-networks-call-for--900m-investment-into-zero-carbon-infrastructure/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a3a1ef3444-dailynewsletter_COPY_809
https://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-s-gas-networks-call-for--900m-investment-into-zero-carbon-infrastructure/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20a3a1ef3444-dailynewsletter_COPY_809
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/news/article/708/planning_news_-_21_may_2020?utm_source=PPQ+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4698468761-Newsletter_16042020_HTML_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_734e0b63a9-4698468761-6976173#two
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making
https://local.gov.uk/pas/pas-topics/planning-covid-19
http://placealliance.org.uk/campaigns/
http://placealliance.org.uk/campaigns/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/861832/Living_with_beauty_BBBBC_report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/living-with-beauty-report-of-the-building-better-building-beautiful-commission
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/living-with-beauty-report-of-the-building-better-building-beautiful-commission
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1664252/new-national-design-guidance-changes-system-planning-briefing
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1664252/new-national-design-guidance-changes-system-planning-briefing
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• Housing secretary Robert Jenrick has called in six planning applications for major industrial 
and logistics schemes and associated infrastructure on green belt sites in Merseyside, 
Lancashire and Cheshire. A 92,900 square metre warehouse scheme at Parkside (and 
associated link roads), a 133,696 square metre warehouse development on green belt in 
Wigan and a 100,000 square metre industrial development in the Bolton green belt will all be 
considered at the same inquiry, while a 59,000 square metre distribution centre for logistics 
firm Eddie Stobart on green belt land in Warrington will be considered separately. 

• Essential social distancing measures implemented to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 have 
highlighted the critical importance of quality green spaces within housing developments, 
which EPR say should be prioritized in local plans.  

• The North West Metro Mayors have suggested that town centre regeneration plans may 
have to be substantially revised following the Covid Crisis, with more focus on residential 
and less on retail. 

• Homes England  is conducting research into how modern methods of construction (MMC) 
can help meet housing targets and to encourage the uptake of MMC 
 

Transport 

• The Government has pledged to release £250m to councils for the reallocation of road 
space to active travel 'within weeks', backed by statutory guidance effective immediately, to 
support quickly-deliverable schemes like pop-up bike lanes, wider pavements, cycle and 
bus-only streets and cycle repair vouchers. However, councils need to start spending their 
indicative allocations within four weeks, and complete spending within eight weeks – so 
contact your local Transport Officers with ideas for specific, quick, easy schemes today! This 
is part of a wider £2 billion package to support active travel to help the country emerge from 
coronavirus crisis, requiring reallocation of road space for significantly increased numbers of 
cyclists and pedestrians. This comes from a previously announced £5 billion fund to 
increase active travel 

• Liverpool are investing £2million in a network of temporary cycle lanes to help kickstart the 
city’s recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic 

• Transport secretary Grant Shapps has announced 10 schemes that will benefit from plans to 
reverse the rail cuts made in the 1960s as part of the now infamous Beeching report 

• Highways England has revealed its preferred options for a series of upgrades to the A66, 
including proposals for five new bypasses and dualling the single carriageway sections. 

• Grant Shapps has allocated £283m to bus and light rail services across the country, 
including funding for Manchester’s Metrolink until the end of July. However, Merseyrail has 
not been funded and is still in discussions with the Government 

• The Northern Powerhouse Partnership has called for spending on roads and railways to 
help the North out of the Covid recession,  
 

Biodiversity 

• While some have argued that nature is tagging a comeback during the lockdown, scientists 
point to the reasons why the pandemic could ultimately be devastating for global biodiversity 

• The EU has published its biodiversity strategy to 2030, with a focus on benefits to society, a 
large-scale restoration plan and a commitment to protect 30% of its land and sea territories. 
Campaigners have tentatively welcomed it, but with the caveat that its far-reaching ambition 
needs to be implemented and not just remain on paper 

• The Wildlife Trusts have published a 5-year review of their 30 Days Wild campaign, using 
data from over 1,000 people who have taken part since 2015, while a national study by 

https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/parkside-colliery-among-plans-called-in-by-secretary-of-state/
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/parkside-colliery-among-plans-called-in-by-secretary-of-state/
https://professionalbuildersmerchant.co.uk/news/epr-claims-covid-19-shows-importance-of-green-space/
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/mayors-predict-reshaping-of-town-centres-post-covid-19/#utm_source=Place+North+West&utm_campaign=Place_Daily_Briefing__Wednesda_2020-05-06&utm_medium=email
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/mayors-predict-reshaping-of-town-centres-post-covid-19/#utm_source=Place+North+West&utm_campaign=Place_Daily_Briefing__Wednesda_2020-05-06&utm_medium=email
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/news/article/709/planning_news_-_28_may_2020?utm_source=PPQ+Newsletter&utm_campaign=0b8cd248ea-Newsletter_16042020_HTML_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_734e0b63a9-0b8cd248ea-6976173#one
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Modern_methods_of_construction
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/Government-to-release-250m-for-urgent-active-travel-schemes/16630
https://www.transport-network.co.uk/Government-to-release-250m-for-urgent-active-travel-schemes/16630
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reallocating-road-space-in-response-to-covid-19-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities/traffic-management-act-2004-network-management-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/liverpool-to-invest-2m-in-cycling-infrastructure/#utm_source=Place+North+West&utm_campaign=Place_Daily_Briefing__Wednesda_2020-05-13&utm_medium=email
https://www.railwaygazette.com/uk/10-rail-schemes-awarded-business-case-development-funding/56604.article
https://www.railwaygazette.com/uk/10-rail-schemes-awarded-business-case-development-funding/56604.article
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a66-northern-trans-pennine/
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/government-responds-to-mayors-call-for-tram-funding/#utm_source=Place+North+West&utm_campaign=Place_Daily_Briefing__Tuesday__2020-05-26&utm_medium=email
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/merseyrail-waits-on-government-funding/#utm_source=Place+North+West&utm_campaign=Place_Daily_Briefing__Wednesda_2020-05-27&utm_medium=email
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/merseyrail-waits-on-government-funding/#utm_source=Place+North+West&utm_campaign=Place_Daily_Briefing__Wednesda_2020-05-27&utm_medium=email
https://www.theplanner.co.uk/news/covid-19-new-railways-and-roads-needed-to-help-northern-powerhouse-recover?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_term=
https://theconversation.com/natures-comeback-no-the-coronavirus-pandemic-threatens-the-worlds-wildlife-136209?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UK%20donations%20May%202020%20-%20environment&utm_content=UK%20donations%20May%202020%20-%20environment+CID_60cb6ac324bd270cb28f413b57ab0e4b&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=the%20pandemic%20threatens%20the%20worlds%20wildlife
https://ieep.eu/news/first-impressions-of-the-eu-biodiversity-strategy-to-2030
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/may/20/eu-pledges-20bn-a-year-on-boosting-biodiversity-aoe
https://findingnature.org.uk/2020/05/21/30-days-wild-a-5-year-review/
https://cheshirewildlifetrust.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkpttll-owjhogt-k/
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Essex University also showed that volunteering with your local Wildlife Trust for just six 
weeks improved 95% of people's mental health. 30 Days Wild is still doable, even under the 
lockdown! 
 

Publications 
 
What’s the Plan? 
New research by CPRE raises questions about the government’s target for all councils to have 
an up-to-date local plan in place by 2023, after it found just a third of English councils have one. 
What’s The Plan? assesses local plans across England and challenges whether or not the 
system is “genuinely plan-led”. It highlights that the majority of local planning authorities do have 
an adopted local plan, but 10 per cent do not, and most of them are relying on older policies 
from plans developed before 2004. Only 40 per cent of local plans, however, are less than five 
years old, or have been updated or reviewed in the past five years. And only 30 per cent of local 
plans can be considered up to date on the basis of being able to demonstrate sufficient land for 
five years’ housing development. Over 80 per cent of local planning authorities will need to 
review an existing plan – or adopt a new one – to meet the government’s proposed 2023 
deadline. The report clearly disputes claims by ministers that England’s planning system is plan-
led, and makes a number of recommendations to help move to a genuinely plan-led system. 
 
The Tragedy of Growth 
A new report by Positive Money, The Tragedy of Growth, calls for The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) to stop publishing gross domestic product (GDP) figures and instead place 
more emphasis on a wider basket of social and environmental indicators to help save lives and 
the environment. It goes beyond calls for ‘green growth’, showing that the commonly assumed 
benefits of higher GDP, such as poverty alleviation and increased quality of life, are also 
unfounded. It argues that a dashboard of wellbeing indicators, published on a quarterly basis, 
should be used to target the Treasury’s macroeconomic framework and budgeting process, 
instead of GDP.  
 
Climate change adaptation manual 
Effective climate change adaptation requires local insight to be combined with other forms of 
knowledge and an understanding of practical options for change. This Adaptation Manual is a 
resource to support decision-making by bringing together recent science, experience and case 
studies. It is intended to be an accessible entry point to a range of available resources and 
tools.  
 
Resilient Infrastructure 
The National Infrastructure Commission has published a new report urging the UK Government 
to set "clear resilience standards" that enables energy and water networks, transport, essential 
services and all infrastructure sectors to stress test and plan against hidden climate challenges 
on the horizon. It claims that it “offers the tools to face uncomfortable truths, value resilience 
properly, test for vulnerabilities and drive adaptation before it is too late.” 
 
National Natural Capital Atlas  
The Natural Capital Atlas uses the best available data to map out Natural England’s Natural 
Capital Indicators to show the quantity, quality and location of ecosystem assets, as well as the 
flow of some ecosystem services. This atlas provides a nationally coherent baseline 
assessment to show the state of natural capital in England. This summer atlases for forty four 

https://cheshirewildlifetrust.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkpttll-owjhogt-k/
https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/whats-the-plan-exec-summary/
https://positivemoney.org/2020/05/stop-publishing-growth-stats-to-save-people-and-planet-report/?mc_cid=3a87eb3825&mc_eid=d44b746384
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5679197848862720
https://www.nic.org.uk/publications/anticipate-react-recover/
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2020/02/19/natural-england-publishes-a-new-report-on-the-state-of-our-natural-capital/
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country / combined authority areas will be produced showing the data in more detail, along with 
the GIS layers in a data package with user guidance.   
 
Greater Manchester Environment 
The Greater Manchester Combined Authority has published its Annual Environment Report for 
2019/20, covering the work of Greater Manchester Authorities and partners in delivering the first 
year of the GM 5 Year Environment Plan. 
 
Events 
 
Natural Capital Atlas – introduction 
There is a webinar to introduce the Natural Capital Atlas described above on June 25th: Register 
your place. 
 
Planning the urban forest 
Treeconomics - a social enterprise that champions the value of trees is running a series of free 
webinars over the summer, in association with arboricultural practice Davey. These events aim 
to simplify the process of planning the urban forest. Designed for anybody involved in the 
design of their town or city's green infrastructure, those looking for nature-based solutions to 
urban challenges, and anyone looking for inspiration on how to involve their local communities. 
 
Green Cities webinar series 
The Town and Country Planning Association, host of the Green Infrastructure Partnership, is 
running a series of webinars focused on the learning needs of local councillors and others who 
need to understand the importance of networks of natural features in and around urban areas. 
You can register for future webinars or watch past ones. 
 
Volunteers Week 
Next week is Volunteers’ Week. Usual coordination by NCVO has been dropped due to Covid-
related capacity reasons, but there are a whole pile of resources available on their website to 
help you celebrate and promote the amazing volunteers in your organisation! 
 
Resources 
 
Guidance in the time of coronavirus 
There is a wealth of guidance and advice to support charities and voluntary sector organisations 
out there: 

• Charity Commission: Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance for the charity sector 

• Gov.uk: Claim for your employees' wages through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 

• Gov.uk: Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance for Community Interest Companies (CICs) 

• NCVO: Coronavirus advice for charities, voluntary organisations and volunteers  

• Big Society Capital: COVID 19 Information for Social Investors 

• UK Youth, National Youth Agency, The Mix: COVID-19 Guidance for young people, youth 
workers and youth organisations 

• NHS: Coronavirus - advice for everyone 
 
My Community 
My Community is a web-based resource that has been created by 12 leading community 
support organisations. They have combined their knowledge and skills so that you can access 

http://media.ontheplatform.org.uk/sites/default/files/GMCA%20Environment%20Report%202019-20.pdf
http://media.ontheplatform.org.uk/sites/default/files/GMCA%20Environment%20Report%202019-20.pdf
https://ecosystemsknowledge.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0422cf0f805cd08eadbae5392&id=b1fc0f66ab&e=324a5c6036
https://ecosystemsknowledge.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0422cf0f805cd08eadbae5392&id=b1fc0f66ab&e=324a5c6036
https://resources.davey.com/acton/fs/blocks/showLandingPage/a/33558/p/p-0079/t/page/fm/0
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/green-cities-webinar-series
https://volunteersweek.org/get-involved/resources/
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=ad43c177d2&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=b3dd4babed&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=6a764e9074&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-support/information/coronavirus
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/practical-support/information/coronavirus
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=c50f48e20e&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=309ff58cbc&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=309ff58cbc&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=b68e55dce1&e=f5dac945d6
https://mycommunity.org.uk/
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support and advice in one place. You can find solutions to the most common problems that 
communities and community organisations are trying to solve with resources, tips and tools all 
in one place.   
 
Local planning and the environment 
As part of the 25 Year Environment Plan, Defra initiated four 'Pioneers' in England to 
experiment with applying a 'natural capital approach' (considering the value of the natural 
environment for people and the economy). In its recently-published Strategy, the Pioneer for 
North Devon identifies four key environment-related challenges and the ways they can be 
addressed. A 'root cause analysis', evidence base and investment plan have also been 
published. These can be adapted or drawn on to help local planning in other local authorities 
better take the environment into account. 
 
Greenkeeper 
Greenkeeper is a new online tool to support public authorities, developers and managers of 
urban greenspaces in the UK to make evidence-based planning and investment decisions. The 
tool uses 'big data' and academic research to estimate visits to urban greenspaces and the 
benefits provided in terms of health, wellbeing, local value and carbon sequestration. 
 
Land management 
Over the last two months, The Land App and the Duchy of Cornwall have brought together 
experts from across the land management sector to help shape best practice for the future of 
land management. Discussion topics have included: natural capital payment 
opportunities, landscape scale demand for ecosystem services, whole estate planning and 
baseline appraisals. The list of weekly webinars, together with recordings, are available here. 
 
Urban trees 
The Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG) is an open collaborative forum facilitating dialogue 
and projects that promote the role of trees in urban areas throughout the UK. The resource 
section of its website contains links to information, advice and case studies to inform decision-
making on urban trees, which tool or method to choose and how to get started. 
 
Consultations 
 
Technological innovation and climate change 
The UK Environmental Audit Committee has launched a Technological Innovation and Climate 
Change Inquiry, with its first focus on offshore wind power. Following the Government’s 
Offshore Wind Sector Deal in March 2019, the Committee will consider the opportunities that 
will maximise the industry’s potential, and that challenges it faces in delivering greater capacity. 
The Committee is inviting written submissions to inform its first session.  
 
River basin management 
The Environment Agency consultation on River Basin Planning: Challenges and Choices has 
extended its closing date to 24 September. It is seeking views on: the challenges that limit the 
benefits society obtains from the water environment in the river basin districts in England (the 
challenges), and the best way to address these issues (the choices).  
 
 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6070000127574016
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6070000127574016
http://www.greenkeeperuk.co.uk/
https://ecosystemsknowledge.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0422cf0f805cd08eadbae5392&id=61ec4c0ba9&e=324a5c6036
http://www.tdag.org.uk/guides--resources.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/river-basin-planning-challenges-and-choices?utm_source=e083d5e5-f5b2-4df4-a091-54c8ff610703&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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Funding 
 
Guidance on funding and fundraising during the pandemic 
Government funding opportunities - The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 
(DCMS) has published a new resource to enable charities to view current government funding 
opportunities and other support for civil society organisations during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The following resources were also highlighted in last month’s bulletin and may be useful 
reminders: 

• UK Community Foundations: Enter your postcode to find your local Community Foundation 
to view funding opportunities during COVID-19. 

• The National Lottery Community Fund: Overview of all National Lottery funding opportunities 
and the changes to their programmes due to COVID-19. 

• Other funding opportunities for charities - a list of the key national and regional funds open 
for applications. 

• Charity Finance Group: Guidance for charities : CFG provides financial management advice 
& support to the VCSE sector. This page sets out their COVID-19 guidance. 

• Fundraising Regulator: Events Guidance  
 
 
 

 
 
To subscribe or contribute 
 
To subscribe to NWEL’s Bulletin please email andyyuille@gmail.com with the subject line: 
“Subscribe to NWEL Bulletin”. Please send items for inclusion in the next Bullet to me by 23rd 
June 2020  
 
North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector 
organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.   
 
VSNW is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support 
a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS).  
 
To contribute to the NWEL Bulletin, please 
contact: 
Andy Yuille 
andyyuille@gmail.com 
01524 389 915 

To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, 
please contact: 
Warren Escadale  
warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk  
0161 276 9307 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/financial-support-for-voluntary-community-and-social-enterprise-vcse-organisations-to-respond-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=050230e2f3&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=c7239559c8&e=f5dac945d6
http://links.ncvo.org.uk/c/6/?T=Mzc4NjEyMzM%3AcDEtYjIwMTA4LWQwY2FhZjJkZGJiZTRkMDU5NDQ5MWY3MGRhM2ZlOTNh%3Acm9zc0BjcHJlLm9yZy51aw%3AY29udGFjdC05NGJhZTc2YWZhMDVlYTExYTgxMTAwMGQzYWI3MGM3Yy0wZWE5NmZlMjI3YmU0ZmVkYjI0YWMwMWJjYzFhNzE3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9rbm93aG93Lm5jdm8ub3JnLnVrL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzL2NvbnRpbmdlbmN5LXBsYW5uaW5nLWFuZC1maW5hbmNpYWwtaW1wbGljYXRpb25zP19jbGRlZT1jbTl6YzBCamNISmxMbTl5Wnk1MWF3JTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtOTRiYWU3NmFmYTA1ZWExMWE4MTEwMDBkM2FiNzBjN2MtMGVhOTZmZTIyN2JlNGZlZGIyNGFjMDFiY2MxYTcxN2ImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1DbGlja0RpbWVuc2lvbnMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249TkNWTyUzQSUyMENvcm9uYXZpcnVzJmVzaWQ9ZDhhNjJjNmMtY2I3Zi1lYTExLWE4MTEtMDAwZDNhYjcxOTVjI3NlY3Rpb24tNQ&K=cUW2yJ3vi8BRbnSQ4SgS1A
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=0c9574a7e7&e=f5dac945d6
https://www.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3508ad9321aaa1c7157cc4ac&id=ca0d3f11fb&e=f5dac945d6
mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
mailto:warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk

