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18th April 2019   
 
North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector 
organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.   
We are members of VSNW, the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose 
purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS).  
 
This bulletin is intended to keep NWEL members and wider networks up to date on events and 
issues that will be of interest to environmental voluntary and community sector organisations in 
the North West. Please send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to 
andyyuille@gmail.com - and feel free to forward all or parts of these bulletins throughout your 
own networks to help spread the word! 
 
The Green Bullet is also available to download from the VSNW website. 
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• Consultations – natural capital case studies wanted  
 
Campaigns 
 
Climate change 

• Extinction Rebellion have occupied key thoroughfares and public squares in London to draw 
attention to their call for Government to declare a climate and ecological emergency, halt 
biodiversity loss and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2025, and create and 
be led by the decisions of a Citizens’ Assembly on climate and ecological justice. To date 
five North West Local Authorities have declared climate emergencies. 

• Chancellor Philip Hammond has called on global financial leaders to place climate 
adaptation and mitigation at the heart of future economic policies and planning, joining 
finance ministers from 20 other countries in the new Coalition of Finance Ministers for 

mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
https://www.vsnw.org.uk/green-bullet
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/extinction-rebellion-shut-down-london-for-fourth-day-live-updates-a4120926.html
https://climateemergency.uk/blog/map-of-local-council-declarations/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2019/04/18/finance-ministers-join-forces-to-raise-climate-ambition/
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Climate Action. The coalition has endorsed six common principles, known as the “Helsinki 
Principles,” to promote new fiscal policies on climate adaptation and mitigation… 

• … in the same week that new Government figures show that the UK is on course to breach 
its fourth and fifth carbon budgets by 139 and 245 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (MtCO2e) respectively – significantly more than they were predicted to be missed 
by last year, bringing the Government’s climate commitment into question… 

• …and a large-scale study on hundreds of active energy projects commissioned by The 
World Bank Group has concluded that the body is currently financing $21bn of fossil fuel 
projects, compared to $7bn in the renewables sector. 

• Carbon Brief has developed a tool in which you input your year and country of birth a get 
back the amount of carbon dioxide you would be allowed to emit throughout your lifetime if 
the world is going to limit global warming to 1.5 or 2 degrees. The headline finding: children 
must produce 8x less CO2 in their lives than their grandparents. 

• The Climate Coalition are organising what they hope will be the largest mass lobby for 
climate and the environment the UK has ever seen on June 26th. Tell them, your MP, and 
your friends that you’re coming by adding your name alongside thousands of others to the 
interactive map, and see how many others in your constituency will be joining you!  And / or 
join Friends of the Earth’s Groundswell in Manchester, bringing people together 
across the country to step up the mission to stop climate change and get the 
inspiration and tools you need to act. 

 
Restoring nature 
Restoring natural forests can help limit global temperature increases to less than 1.5 degrees as 
the best way of removing atmospheric carbon, according to new research. Rewilding Britain and 
an alliance of NGOs, activists and scientists are campaigning to bring nature restoration to the 
centre of efforts to slow, stop, and eventually reverse the current trends towards climate and 
ecological breakdown. They are asking for initial public support via this parliamentary petition. 
 
Wildlife  
The Wildlife Trusts has produced a new short film based on The Wind in the Willows, starring 
Sir David Attenborough and Stephen Fry. The short film highlights the affects roads, river 
pollution and intensive farming are having Kenneth Grahame’s characters Badger, Ratty, Mole 
and Toad. Since 1908, the UK has become one of the most nature-depleted nations in the 
world. Many of our wild places, and the plants and animals that depend on them, have been 
lost. 99% of wildflower meadows and the insects, mammals and birds that they supported have 
disappeared. 80% of our purple heathlands have vanished - with their bilberries, sand lizards 
and stunning nocturnal birds, nightjars. Ratty – the water vole – is the UK’s most rapidly 
declining mammal and has been lost from 94% of places where they were once prevalent, and 
their range is continuing to contract. Toad is also finding that times are very tough: he has lost 
nearly 70% of his own kind in the last 30 years alone – and much more than that in the last 
century. The campaign will 'call for action to prevent the slow demise of wildlife'. 
 
Litter and recycling 

• Join Friends of the Lake District and 30 local groups for the Great Cumbrian Clean up on 
Friday 26th and Saturday 27th April – sign up to join a litter pick in your area or to organize 
your own. 

• There’s still time to join the more than 15,000 people who have already signed up to support 
CPRE’s proposed ‘Golden Rules’ for the operation of the deposit return scheme currently 

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2019/04/18/finance-ministers-join-forces-to-raise-climate-ambition/
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/600041555089009395/FM-Coalition-Principles-final-v3.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/600041555089009395/FM-Coalition-Principles-final-v3.pdf
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/04/11/uk-set-to-miss-carbon-emissions-targets-into-mid-2030s/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/04/11/uk-set-to-miss-carbon-emissions-targets-into-mid-2030s/
https://urgewald.org/sites/default/files/World_Bank_Fossil_Projects_WEB.pdf
https://urgewald.org/sites/default/files/World_Bank_Fossil_Projects_WEB.pdf
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-why-children-must-emit-eight-times-less-co2-than-their-grandparents
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-why-children-must-emit-eight-times-less-co2-than-their-grandparents
https://www.thetimeisnowmap.co.uk/?charity=1&utm_source=The+Climate+Coalition+Email&utm_campaign=a4f685939d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_25_03_41&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5d9d4008a3-a4f685939d-44002069
https://www.thetimeisnowmap.co.uk/?charity=1&utm_source=The+Climate+Coalition+Email&utm_campaign=a4f685939d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_25_03_41&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5d9d4008a3-a4f685939d-44002069
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/groundswell-manchester-tickets-54707792480
https://secure.unearthed.greenpeace.org/page/m/5832c8a9/64002539/524196f3/201233bb/3221524495/VEsP/
https://www.rewildingbritain.org.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/03/a-natural-solution-to-the-climate-disaster
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/254607
https://cheshirewildlifetrust.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jiljkyty-utdyckkth-k/
https://www.thirdsector.co.uk/wildlife-trusts-wind-willows-film-hit-500-cinemas/communications/article/1580358
https://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/Pages/Site/great-cumbrian-litter-pick/Category/great-cumbrian-litter-pick-homepage?mc_cid=9e0e8fb808&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d&mc_cid=5cae776f1e&mc_eid=a859bd1fff
https://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/Pages/Site/great-cumbrian-litter-pick/Category/great-cumbrian-litter-pick-homepage?mc_cid=9e0e8fb808&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d&mc_cid=5cae776f1e&mc_eid=a859bd1fff
https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/39933/data/1?ea.tracking.id=campaigns-update-enews&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=campaigns-update-2019-Apr-non&utm_content=Campaigns+Update+2019+April+-+non+members


• GREEN BULLET 

 

3 
 

being consulted on by Government, to convince them to go for a world-leading system, not 
the limited one that drinks companies and packaging and waste industries are calling for.   

• Plastics, plastics, everywhere. But everywhere. 
 
Air quality 

• Petrochemicals giant INEOS threatened to close a Middlesborough manufacturing plant (on 
which over 2,000 local jobs depend) because, according to a letter sent to the government 
and obtained by Greenpeace, the company “cannot justify” spending the money to comply 
with new air pollution and clean water standards. INEOS is owned by the richest man in the 
UK, Sir Jim Ratcliffe, and also has a strong presence in Cheshire. 

• ClientEarth, the environmental law firm that has defeated the Government in court three 
times over their inadequate plans to reduce air pollution, has warned councils across 
England and Wales that they also risk legal action if they fail to meet the government’s air 
quality deadlines. 

 
Information update 
 
Brexit and beyond 

• Michael Gove has said a new ‘shadow watchdog’ would be set-up by a "distinguished 
environmental lawyer to lead that body" which would be an "eminent, independent and 
effective watchdog". The lawyer and their team would have the responsibility to advise the 
government and, if any breaches do occur, action would be taken by the Office for 
Environmental Protection when it was set up. It would be a non-departmental government 
body, and would not be a part of Defra. Gove said that they would 'speak the truth to power'. 
However, actions speak louder than words, and Gove has overseen the  continued slashing 
of budgets and powers from the current regulators and advisors Natural England and the 
Environment Agency that has been in progress since 2010, to the extent to that they are no 
longer able to effectively undertake even their most basic statutory responsibilities. So warm 
words about future plans should be taken with several buckets of salt. 

• EU officials are growing increasingly alarmed at the prospect of a “wild west” Brexit outcome 
in which a legal vacuum prevents the UK from punishing companies that flout environmental 
laws. 

• More than two-thirds of Defra staff have been transferred away from their regular duties to 
assist with delivering Brexit. 

• Edie are broadcasting a series of 15 minute podcasts examining the impacts that the UK's 
various exit scenarios will have on green legislation and on sustainable business across six 
key areas – resource efficiency, natural capital, green finance, clean energy, transport and 
the built environment. They have also developed a ‘Brexit Matrix’ which maps out the 
various green policies that derive from the EU - such as chemical use and renewables goals 
- and explains what will happen across each of these areas based on what kind of Brexit the 
UK eventually agrees on. 

 
Energy 

• In the first three months of 2019 the electricity grid recorded 650 hours of coal-free 
generation - more than was achieved during the entirety of 2017, including the first coal-free 
days since the Industrial Revolution. 

• National Grid is gearing up to be ‘zero-carbon capable’ by 2025, planning for at least short 
stretches of time when no fossil fuels will contribute to electricity supply. 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/plastics/microplastics-found-every-british-river-we-tested?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=plastics&utm_content=2019-03_march-2019-newsletter-lm1903040&source=FN1903060
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-47947235
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/03/23/ineos-chemicals-environment-pollution-eu-lobbying/
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/03/23/ineos-chemicals-environment-pollution-eu-lobbying/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/03/26/clientearth-warn-councils-to-finalise-air-quality-plans-or-face-legal-action/
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Gove-announces--shadow-watchdog--for-environmental-standards-in-no-deal-Brexit/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%20402e98d139-dailynewsletter_COPY_521
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/29/agency-protecting-english-environment-reaches-crisis-point
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2018/12/08/environment-agency-pollution-inspections-cuts-rivers/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/eu-referendum
https://www.edie.net/news/11/Two-thirds-of-Defra-staff-shifted-from-environmental-duties-onto-Brexit-preparations---/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%202bae3f54da-dailynewsletter_COPY_519
https://www.edie.net/news/11/The-Big-Brexit-Questions--edie-analyses-green-impact-of-EU-exit-with-series-of-mini-podcasts/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%202d74e1a5bf-dailynewsletter_COPY_530
https://www.edie.net/news/11/The-Big-Brexit-Questions--edie-analyses-green-impact-of-EU-exit-with-series-of-mini-podcasts/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%202d74e1a5bf-dailynewsletter_COPY_530
https://www.edie.net/downloads/edie-s-Brexit-Matrix--What-will-it-mean-for-environmental-policy-/381
https://www.edie.net/news/16/UK-breaks-coal-free-power-generation-record-by-huge-margin/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2046e0297472-dailynewsletter_COPY_529
https://www.edie.net/news/16/UK-breaks-coal-free-power-generation-record-by-huge-margin/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%2046e0297472-dailynewsletter_COPY_529
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-08/u-k-power-grid-getting-ready-for-life-without-gas-power-plants
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• Electricity North West has announced plans to decarbonise the entire region within the next 
20 years. 

• The Government's decision to axe the Feed-In Tariff (FiT) scheme will leave dozens of UK 
community groups "struggling to make the business case" for new small-scale solar 
projects, think tank Green Alliance has warned. 

• If policymakers, businesses and investors across the world collaborate to scale-up 
renewable energy and to electrify sectors such as transport and heavy industry, 86% of the 
global power demand could be met with clean energy by 2050, new research from the 
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) has found. 

• The UK's oil and gas sector is causing £44bn worth of costs through environmental damage, 
negative social impacts and healthcare spending, according to a new Friends of the Earth 
report  

• New analysis suggests that the amount of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere if 
government fracking proposals go ahead, would be the same amount as the lifetime 
emissions of 286 million cars. This figure is equivalent to the CO2 released by 29 new coal-
fired power plants, 6,000 flights to Pluto and back in a standard passenger airplane or 20 
times England’s entire annual emissions in 2017. 

 
Planning 

• The Marine Management Organisation have said that they are going to charge for 
responding to statutory consultations. A sign of what’s to come if austerity continues? Will 
Natural England only be able to respond to development proposals in future if they are paid 
to do so by the developer – and what impact might that have on the content of their 
response? 

• After a few controversial months, Roger Scruton has been fired from the Building Beautiful 
commission due to his “unacceptable” racist, far-right comments. 

• Communities secretary James Brokenshire has written to developers reminding them of 
their legal obligations to protect wildlife during building work, following increasing concerns 
over netting being placed in trees and hedgerows ahead of building work near housing 
developments. A parliamentary petition has been launched seeking to get the practice 
banned. 

• James Brokenshire has announced that he will no longer give reasons for why he does, or 
does not, call-in planning applications. Save Britain’s Heritage, the campaign group that 
recently forced the Government to provide such reasons in the courts, described it as 
“a slap in the face for openness in planning decisions in favour of arbitrary government” 

• Planning blogger Andrew Lainton points out that the Government’s position on the Grater 
Manchester Spatial Strategy is tricky, as they simultaneously insist that it requires too many 
and too few homes. 

 
Transport 

• A £317 million project to tackle congestion and traffic jams has made journeys longer on 
some of England’s major roads. 
 

Publications 
 
UN Environmental Frontiers 
The United Nations Environment ‘Frontiers’ report (March 2019) links new science to current 
and emerging policy (or its absence!) to identify five major emerging global environmental 

https://www.enwl.co.uk/zero-carbon/leading-the-north-west-to-zero-carbon/
https://www.enwl.co.uk/zero-carbon/leading-the-north-west-to-zero-carbon/
https://www.edie.net/news/10/Green-Alliance--Feed-In-Tarrif-closure-a--major-blow--for-community-solar/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%200e1c852706-dailynewsletter_COPY_518
https://www.edie.net/news/10/Green-Alliance--Feed-In-Tarrif-closure-a--major-blow--for-community-solar/?utm_source=dailynewsletter,%20edie%20daily%20newsletter&utm_medium=email,%20email&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=dailynewsletter,%200e1c852706-dailynewsletter_COPY_518
https://irena.org/publications/2019/Apr/Global-energy-transformation-A-roadmap-to-2050-2019Edition
https://irena.org/publications/2019/Apr/Global-energy-transformation-A-roadmap-to-2050-2019Edition
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/download/make-polluter-pay
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/24/fracking-plan-carbon-release-300m-cars-uk-labour-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/24/fracking-plan-carbon-release-300m-cars-uk-labour-study
https://www.bdbpitmans.com/blogs/planning-act-2008/824-mmo-to-charge-for-statutory-consultation/?utm_source=Blog&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Planning%20Act%20blog%20824
https://www.bdbpitmans.com/blogs/planning-act-2008/824-mmo-to-charge-for-statutory-consultation/?utm_source=Blog&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Planning%20Act%20blog%20824
https://www.building.co.uk/news/magazine-remarks-see-scruton-sacked-from-building-beautiful-commission/5098948.article
https://www.building.co.uk/news/magazine-remarks-see-scruton-sacked-from-building-beautiful-commission/5098948.article
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/news/article/627/planning_news_-_11_april_2019?utm_source=PPQ+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9ba17c5ef2-Newsletter_11042019_HTML&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_734e0b63a9-9ba17c5ef2-6976173#three
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-47787278
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/244233
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2019-03-26/HCWS1452/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2019-03-26/HCWS1452/
https://www.savebritainsheritage.org/campaigns/item/554/Press-release-Government-announcement-on-planning-inquiries-dodges-public-scrutiny
https://andrewlainton.wordpress.com/2019/03/28/greater-manchester-no-legal-basis-for-releasing-extra-green-belt-land-for-targets-higher-than-soan-mayorofgm/
https://andrewlainton.wordpress.com/2019/03/28/greater-manchester-no-legal-basis-for-releasing-extra-green-belt-land-for-targets-higher-than-soan-mayorofgm/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-47845050
https://phosphorusplatform.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45777964852768dce5ee9abf3&id=ac7a4bf7ff&e=768c3e606e
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challenges: synthetic biology / biotechnology, ecological connectivity, melting permafrosts (CO2 
losses), maladaption to climate change and disturbance of the global nitrogen cycle. 
 
Costs of not implementing EU environmental law  
By failing to meet targets and regulations set out in EU environmental laws, Member States 
collectively cost the bloc's economy almost €55bn last year, a new report from the European 
Commission's Directorate General for the Environment has found. The ”costs of not 
implementing EU environmental law” report examines the financial and social impact of missed 
environmental targets during 2018, covering legislation across seven major policy areas: air, 
nature and biodiversity, water, waste, chemicals, industrial emissions and major accident 
hazards and horizontal instruments. 
 
Waiter, there’s not a fly in my soup… 
A new report suggests that a quarter of wild bee and hoverfly species have vanished from UK 
locations they used to inhabit forty years ago. These pollinating insects don’t just support our 
food production but are the foundation of healthy ecosystems, feeding animals higher up the 
food chain, maintaining soil health, and generally keeping life ticking over. 
 
Reinventing retrofit 
Reinventing Retrofit is a new report by Green Alliance, part of a three-year strategy to 
decarbonise the heating and transport sectors. The report takes a close look at a new and 
innovative approach to improving home energy efficiency called ‘Energiesprong’ (Dutch for 
‘energy leap’). It’s a one-step approach to retrofitting homes, resulting in a home that’s virtually 
net zero. The authors argue that adopting this approach could cut domestic peak heat demand 
in the UK by forty per cent and help decarbonise the heating system at a lower cost than current 
options. They recommend a ‘commit and review’ approach to Energiesprong, offering 
innovation support on the condition that the cost per retrofit comes down over time, removing 
the need for subsidy. 
 
Events 
 
Natural capital indicators 
Thursday 16th May 2019, 1 to 2 pm. This webinar will explore Natural England’s recently 
published Natural Capital Indicators: for defining and measuring change in natural capital - 
NERR076, which identify the key environmental properties underpinning a wide range of 
ecosystem services, essential for human well-being. It will also provide insight to the practical 
applications of this work, as an early-warning system for change, and sign-post data sets for 
measuring the indicators. 
 
Improving wellbeing through urban nature 
 An Improving wellbeing through urban nature (IWUN) conference, on 1st May in London, will 
present the results of this three-year research project, based in Sheffield. It reveals the different 
ways in which the natural environment can improve the mental health and wellbeing of urban 
residents and explores how solutions can be put into practice. 
 
 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/pdf/study_costs_not_implementing_env_law.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/pdf/study_costs_not_implementing_env_law.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/26/widespread-losses-of-pollinating-insects-revealed-across-britain
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/26/widespread-losses-of-pollinating-insects-revealed-across-britain
https://www.green-alliance.org.uk/resources/reinventing_retrofit.pdf
https://ecosystemsknowledge.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=ecosystemsknowledge&service=6&rnd=0.3762027181656292&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fecosystemsknowledge.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000048f46dd8d53b6e4ad3c8199aa1c256b0dcd45c62ef448d28e2d5817fdbf9f18d5%26siteurl%3Decosystemsknowledge%26confViewID%3D124512320419269592%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAS2Yo3bQ1V11SdbmwpPg2qo3Cr2PKfDth7tUnCz54llKA2%26
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6742480364240896
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6742480364240896
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_AsZ6cq9w7PsLd3UsJ1z9ftis76VZMOi3S-OkZ3SDxO4pRw/viewform
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Resources 
 
Bright Green Future 2019 
Do you know any young people who are passionate about the environment? Let them know that 
the Bright Green Future programme 2019 is now open for applications. This popular 
environmental leadership scheme for 15 to 17 year olds is a combination of training, work 
placements, projects, mentoring and a fantastic four-day summer school at the Centre for 
Alternative Technology in Wales. It’s a unique opportunity for young people to learn more about 
sustainable energy, environmental decision making, urban planning, and how to run a project 
that will make a positive difference in their community. The scheme is run by the Centre for 
Sustainable Energy. 
 
Natural capital indicators 
Natural England have published Natural Capital Indicators for defining and measuring change in 
natural capital - NERR076, which identifies key components of the environment, essential for 
the long term provision of benefits on which society relies. This report fills a gap in the 
understanding of these vital properties of the environment for well-being. A new and systematic 
approach is used to develop indicators, by not only focusing on available data sets. The report 
also highlights which indicators can act as effective, early-warning indicators of change. 
 
Leaders’ Landscape Training  
Friends of the Lake District has launched its 2019 series of free Leaders’ Landscape 
Training events and is urging outdoor education professionals and walk leaders to get involved 
and share the messages about looking after our Lake District. 
Aimed at mountain leaders and outdoor practitioners, the training is designed to expand outdoor 
guides’ knowledge of the variety of Cumbria’s upland ecology, and to cover the issues and 
pressures that outdoor users place on our landscape, wildlife and habitats. The sessions are 
accredited by Mountain Training Association as continuing professional development. 
 
Inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities 
This booklet showcases 23 successful EU-funded projects on urban innovation that supports 
sustainable development. The summary aims to be relevant across European and global 
contexts, with projects pursuing open research and innovation, dealing with energy and climate, 
urban transport, nature-based solutions, green lifestyles in resilient cities, food, social 
innovation, well-being, cultural heritage and urban governance.   
 
IGNITION Greater Manchester 
The Greater Manchester Combined Authority, alongside 11 partners, will receive £4 million from 
the EU’s Urban Innovation Actions initiative for this project. The partners will then identify sites 
within Greater Manchester where natural capital climate adaptation projects can manage urban 
flood and overheating risks. Bundling schemes will create larger investable packages of 
projects, at scales that are attractive to private investors.  
 
Lancashire natural flood management modelling systems 
An innovative collaboration between insurers and United Utilities has led to a 
detailed exploration of the potential for Natural Flood Management (NFM) to protect 
communities in the North West, as well as deliver broader environmental benefits. 
 
 

https://www.bright-green-future.org.uk/
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6742480364240896
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6742480364240896
https://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/news/outdoor-leaders-given-chance-to-learn-more-about-the-lake-district-environment
https://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/news/outdoor-leaders-given-chance-to-learn-more-about-the-lake-district-environment
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/investing-european-success_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/investing-european-success_en
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/news/ground-breaking-ignition-project-gets-under-way-in-greater-manchester/
https://ecosystemsknowledge.net/natcap-project/lancashire-natural-flood-management-modelling-project
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Rivers Trust – ecosystem services 
The Rivers Trust has released a series of short animated clips that visually explain the basic 
concepts of natural capital and ecosystem services. 
 
Update on English Marine Pioneer 
The Marine Pioneer is one of four initiatives intended to inform delivery of the 25 Year 
Environment Plan. In particular, it aims to test the application of a natural capital approach, how 
to integrate planning and delivery further and how to apply better funding mechanisms. Pilot 
projects across Devon and Suffolk are underway and now described on the Government's 
website.   
 
Consultations 
 
Natural capital case studies needed 
The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation has commissioned Environmental Finance Ltd. to undertake a 
review of natural capital projects in the UK. The objective of the work is to identify projects that 
could generate sustainable revenues or cost savings, whilst resulting in a positive impact on the 
natural environment. The final report will be publicly available and intends to inform the 
development of the natural capital investment market in the UK. They are looking for case 
studies to inform their work – showcase your projects here! 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
To subscribe or contribute 
 
To subscribe to NWEL’s Bulletin please email andyyuille@gmail.com with the subject line: 
“Subscribe to NWEL Bulletin”. Please send items for inclusion in the next Bullet to me by 23rd 
May 2019.  
 
North West Environment Link (NWEL) is a partnership of environmental voluntary sector 
organisations, representing hundreds of thousands of members in the North West.   
 
VSNW is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West, whose purpose is to support 
a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS).  
 
To contribute to the NWEL Bulletin, please 
contact: 
Andy Yuille 
andyyuille@gmail.com 
01524 389 915 

To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, 
please contact: 
Warren Escadale  
warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk  
0161 276 9307 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marine-pioneer
https://ecosystemsknowledge.net/2019/3/20/esm%C3%A9e-fairbairn-foundation-commissions-review-natural-capital-projects-uk
mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
mailto:andyyuille@gmail.com
mailto:warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk

