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Future Growth for Link Workers

As part of the NHS Long Term Plan, NHS England has started
discussions to have 1,000 trained social prescribing link workers in
place by April 2020.

As part of the development of Primary Care Networks and new neighbourhood
teams, CCGs have been asked to develop Local Shared Plans with local
commissioners, Primary Care Networks and VCSE strategic leads. 

Alongside colleagues in Greater Manchester, and in NHS England’s
personalised care team, we will be supporting these local conversations.

Jo Ward and Warren Escadale
Co-Chairs of the NW Social Prescribing Network

International Social Prescribing Day

Thursday March 14th 2019 is being celebrated across the UK, and
worldwide, as International Social Prescribing Day with events being
held nationwide. It's a day to focus on the relevance and importance
of social prescribing within healthcare.

2019 is the year of social prescribing (SP) and the day provides an ideal

Save The Date: The Age of Creativity National Conference is
in Manchester on 2 May 2019.
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chance to encourage your key stakeholders to work together, unite those who
share a mutual passion for SP and spread the benefits and impact of social
prescribing. With the recent publication of the NHS Long Term Plan and
personalised care as a high priority, the NHS has pledged to support at least
900,000 people with the benefits of SP by 2023.

If you would like to organise your own SP event, the Social Prescribing
Network in London have produced a free Social Prescribing Day media
and resource pack which can be downloaded. It includes logos, banner
images, a booklet (Making Sense of Social Prescribing) and a leaflet (What is
Social Prescribing?) which can be added to a website, to social media
accounts or printed.

Invite your stakeholders to Sign up to join us in our own North West Social
Prescribing Network and be kept up to date on SP news and regional events.

Follow the SP day on Twitter: Use the hashtag #socialprescribingday

International Social Prescribing Network Conference
 

The second International Social Prescribing Network Conference
takes place in London at the University of Westminster from 11 - 12
July 2019.
 
The Social Prescribing Network has announced that: "This two-day
collaborative conference will provide an exciting opportunity to hear the latest
research and thinking on the implementation and practice of social
prescribing around the world." Attendees can expect to hear about how social
prescribing is being implemented in other nations such as Canada, the
Netherlands, Singapore and Finland, in addition to understanding progress in
the UK. 

The conference will offer keynote speeches, workshops, networking
opportunities, research presentations, a panel session and presents a curated
exhibition of art from people who have used social prescribing on their
journey to health.

Access the Social Prescribing Day Media and Resource Pack
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Age of Creativity Festival
Voluntary Arts England and Age UK are collaborating to present the
Age of Creativity Festival throughout May 2019.

The Festival celebrates the extraordinary range of Age Friendly creative and
cultural work taking place across England and reaches out into 
communities to help more people get involved. The festival welcomes you to
add events to their festival programme to generate new opportunities for
older people to get creative, and help VA to introduce more culture into the
lives of older people.

The theme this year is Intergenerational Work and the value of bringing
together communities and generations. The festival exists to celebrate older
people as audiences, participants, volunteers and artists. It showcases an
eclectic mix of tastes, styles, art-forms and interests that are Age Friendly,
and provide the consideration and support that enables older people to
produce, create and enjoy creativity up and down the country.

This year, the festival launches with a conference in Manchester on May 2.
More details to follow. Last year's festival included 320 events across the UK.

More info on the International Social Prescribing Network Conference 2019
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Get Creative Festival 2019

The Get Creative Festival takes place within the above-mentioned Age
of Creativity Festival from from Saturday 11th – Sunday 19th May
2019. It showcases the great nationwide cultural activity that takes
place on a regular basis and encourages people to try their hand at
something new and creative.

This huge national celebration of creativity aims to give everyone the chance
to get actively involved in a creative event in their local area. Hundreds of
organisations and community groups will host events to help the public get
creative – either for free or at a small fee to cover costs. There were over
1,400 events across the UK during the 2018 festival and Get Creative
anticipate even more events in 2019 that celebrate and showcase creativity in
every community.

To help with planning your event, Get Creative have provided an event
planning toolkit for 2019 with lots of useful tips and resources. For further
information contact info@getcreativeuk.com

Read the Age of Creativity Festival Event Organisers' Guide
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