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Link Workers Growth Update

There's fresh news on the NHS England plan to have 1,000 trained
social prescribing Link Workers in place by April 2020.

It's been announced that the funding will become available on the 1st of July
and it will be tied to each GP’s Direct Enhanced Service (DES) contract. This is
the contract for family doctors to set up Primary Care Networks (PCNs) across
England. 

There will be one PCN per 30,000 to 50,000 people which will operate in a
'health neighbourhood'. Each PCN will be able to draw down funding for one
Link Worker.

The DES contract includes funding for “around 20,000 more health
professionals including additional clinical pharmacists, physician associates,
first contact physiotherapists and community paramedics, as well as social
prescribing link workers. Bigger teams of health professionals will work across
PCNs, as part of community teams, providing tailored care for patients and
will allow GPs to focus more on patients with complex needs.”

This enhanced service contract (which is not compulsory) has now been

Save The Date: The Age of Creativity National Conference is
in Manchester on 2 May 2019.

Read more on the DES Contract Changes at NHS England
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published and is available for download, with sign-up available in May,
and funding drawn down from 1st July 2019. NHS England have circulated a
short Shared Place Plan template to CCGs in order to support local social
prescribing conversations.

We think there are two actions to be taken here:

Talk to your CCG lead about the Shared Place Plan. At this point we do
not know how this plan will be linked to the funding and the contract
monitoring process. We expect guidance to be produced alongside the DES
contract that links to Link Workers
Engage with local developing PCN leads. Talk to them about what a good
model of social prescribing looks like and how Link Workers are important
but just part of the picture. The Kings Fund is a trusted and independent
source of evidence: Kings’ Fund, and the graphic below from the
Richmond Group, highlights the broader context for successful, sustainable
models

Next steps: Local commissioners and PCN network development leads will be
invited to a series of regional NHS England events.

Jo Ward and Warren Escadale
Co-Chairs of the NW Social Prescribing Network

Salford Social Prescribing Hub

The University of Salford, with their School of Health & Society as the main
driver, have launched a Salford Social Prescribing Hub website that features
news, resources, details of their projects, events and the chance to become a
member and receive their newsletter.

The core team have said that the "Salford Social Prescribing Hub exists to
bring a solid theoretical underpinning to social prescribing practice, to
produce tools and resources that will be of practical use, and to share our
expertise in the form of training or evaluation."
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Oldham Cares Launches Social Prescribing
Innovation Partnership

Oldham Cares signed a pioneering contract to improve the health and
wellbeing of hundreds of residents on the world’s first International
Social Prescribing Day (March 14).

The group has awarded a three-year contract to a local consortium of
Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) organisations to
create a Social Prescribing Innovation Partnership arrangement. Action
Together CIO are acting as the lead organisation with consortium charity
partners Age UK Oldham, Positive Steps and Tameside, Oldham and Glossop
Mind, to build upon the social prescribing across the area.

This Innovation Partnership will now work with Oldham Cares Alliance
partners and the VCFSE sector to co-design, create and distribute social
prescribing across the borough.

Sean Fielding, Oldham Council Leader, said: “What’s fundamentally different
about this approach is that this contract gives our local consortium the
flexibility to work with partners and residents to fix and support local needs
and arrangements across the wider health and social care system, rather than
us stipulating and fixing what the required service is at the outset.

Liz Windsor-Welsh CEO of Action Together CIO commented that: “We will
create a social prescribing network that quickly and easily connects people in
Oldham to activities and support that is available in their local communities.
In Oldham we have a strong voluntary and community sector. 37,000
volunteers give 90,000 hours of their time each week to over 1200
community groups and organisations.

Oldham Cares is a joint operation between NHS Oldham Clinical
Commissioning Group, Oldham Council and a number of their partners and
providers - such as Bridgewater NHS, MioCare, Northern Care Alliance and
Pennine Care Foundation Trust.
 

Visit the Salford Social Prescribing Hub
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National Social Prescribing Link Worker Success Conference

The first ever National Social Prescribing Link Worker Success
Conference takes place in London at City Hall on 8 July 2019.

The first annual National Link Worker Success Conference will:
Showcase and validate the link worker profession
Bring link workers up to date on recent developments in professional code
of practice and standards
Provide an opportunity for national peer learning, sharing best practices
and networking
Raise link workers' ambitions and give them a greater sense of their future

Attend if you are:
A social prescribing link worker in the UK
A social prescribing link worker line manager in the UK

Attending the conference adds to your evidence of continuous professional
development and a certificate of attendance will be issued. You will be fed and
there will be fun/networking opportunities.

This conference is by invitation only. You'll need to contact Connect Link via
their website or email info@connectlink.org if you wish to attend.

Further details for the Oldham Cares Social Prescribing Contract
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