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North West Regional Representatives end of year review
	Name:

	LILLIAN BURNS

	Representative on:
(please indicate which meeting you attend)

	4NW Regional Transport Group (RTG)

	Period from / to:

	January 2010 – June 2010

	Meetings / events attended relating to role for period June 2009 – May 2010:
	26/01/2010 – RTG meeting attended
08/03/2010 – RTG meeting attended
N.B. It has been confirmed that, despite the impending end of RSS/ Regional Strategies and of funding from DCLG to Leaders Forums, the next (last?) RTG meeting due to be held on 21/06/2010 will take place

	Any comments / observations you wish to make on your representative role:


	This report follows on from that submitted to VSNW in December 2009.
Whilst work on the new integrated Regional Strategy (RS2010) has continued, led by the North West Development Agency, the input of the 4NW Regional Transport Group (RTG) to it has continued to be non-existent.  Bearing in mind that the Regional Strategy incorporates the Regional Transport Strategy, this state of affairs has been incompre-hensible.  The RTG was purportedly established to advise the 4NW Leaders Forum, while the Regional Transport Advisory Group (RTAG) – comprising local authority officers in the main - purportedly exists to advise the RTG.  However, the Leaders Forum has not been having reported to it any detailed discussions or advice that has emanated from the RTG (at best they have simply been told that the RTG debated this or that) and nor has the RTG been appraised of advice from the RTAG professionals. The RTG agendas have consisted mainly of presen-tations and members being asked to note reports.  Increasingly, there has been a feeling of pointlessness about the RTG and, unsurprisingly, it has suffered poor attendances from the senior elected members who were encouraged to serve on the group.  However, the situation has been resolved by the new coalition government which is to do away with Regional Strategies via the mechanism of the Decentralisation and Localism Bill and which is withdrawing funding from Leaders Forums.  I (L.B.) will be attending the next (last?) RTG meeting on June 21st 2010.  
Please refer to separate note addressed to Richard Caulfield, VSNW chief exec., about the growing importance of sub-regional work and multi-area agreements and the urgent need to engage at this level.
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