North West Environment Link
Minutes of the 28th Sept 2010 meeting , at MERCi Offices, Manchester 
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NW ACTS

1.
Minutes of the June 2010  meeting
Taken as a true record.

2. 
     Matters Arising.
a.  Regional Housing and Regeneration Board – This Board may survive the downsizing of 4NW so Andy Yuille still pursuing a watching brief. (Action Andy Y)
b. Schedule and venue of NWEL Meetings – thanks to Caroline Downey for providing MERCi vebnue at short notice.  NWEL members to provide WPW with possible venues for future meetings. (Action NWEL Members.)
c. NWEL attendance at key meetings – NWEL members to alert WPW (Action NWEL members.)
d. Signing up toFuture North West – because of the change in the status of the document, signing up was no longer required.

3.
LEPs and Regional Transition
4NW

4NW no longer exists and the Leaders Forum was now hosted by St Helens with a reduced secretariat of three.  The eventual makeup and role of the Forum was still uncertain but SEEP still fighting to remain involved in whatever eventually evolves. 
LEPs

LEP bids still being negotiated with Government through GONW.  Still doubts about the powers (eg over planning), resources and private/voluntary  sector involvement within LEPs.  The Cheshire and Warrington LEB bid is known to include a proposal for voluntary sector involvement and the Merseyside bid envisages a voluntary sector  advisory  role.The Peel Holdings bid has not been ruled out.

Both CPRE and NT have written to the potential LEPs partnerships across the NW offering ‘green ‘ expertise.  Both organisations agreed to recommend NWEL to  those LEPs who respond.
Andy Y agreed to circulate, through WPW, copies of LEP bids. (Action Andy Y).

GONW

GONW to be abolished.  GONW officers looking for short term tasks. Any NWEL members who might be able to help with possible placements, please contact Andy Y. (Action NWEL members.)

4.
Future NW Consultatiuon

WPW was drafting the NWEL response (deadline 8 October) and would welcome comments from NWEL members. (Action NWEL members and Peter W).

5.
NW Climate Change Adaptation Plan
Matt Ellis gave short presentation on the consultation stage of the Plan. He explained that the first part of the Plan provides some background on the likely future climate change impacts we can expect, along with an overview of the adaptation activity already occurring and, based on this, the potential gaps in our adaptation activity.  The second part takes the intelligence from Part A and considers some of the specific implications for the Northwest's key business and public service sectors. 

Both parts are intended to understand the level of adaptation activity currently taking place, how well that activity is being undertaken, and how well the various sectors of the economy are 'planning' for future impacts.  Activities are coded, green for those like UU’s five year plan that are specifically driven by climate change considerations (ie planning for potential water shortages), amber for those actions that, while beneficial, are not explicitly designed for climate change adaptation (eg parks/green open spaces). 
Matt Ellis asked that NWEL members to respond to the Plan with comments/ relevant activities etc.  However, he did emphasis that the Plan was concerned with adaptation rather than mitigation/alleviation. (Action NWEL members).
Andy Y agreed to draft a general NWEL response emphasising the need to take into account the potential contribution of the natural environment as well as the potential impact on the natural environment of adaptation measures. (Action Andy Y). 
6.
Big Society and Environment Conference
Date 27th October and venue, MERCi both agreed.  General notification has already been sent to those on NWEL bulletin list. The Conference should bring together people from voluntary and community environmental groups, to learn from each other how to adapt to rapidly changing circumstances, and ultimately how to effectively ‘green’ the Big Society agenda to the benefit of the natural and built environment in the North West.  
We need to make a case, through solid evidence/case studies, for environmental NGOs being vital to the efficient delivery of the Big Society but also about the need for us to be given sufficient resources/access/respect to enable us to add value to the process. 
It was vital that NWEL members publicise the Conference throughout their networks both  within and outside their  organizations.  For the Conference to be successful we need  a good mix  of local & regional, and policy & 'practical' people. We do need policy people but also volunteer coordinators & volunteers, site managers, project coordinators, local group leaders, outreach advisers, etc.
It was agreed that both Rory Stewart MP and Tim Farrow MP should be invited as well as  Toby Willison, NW Regional Director, Environment Agency.  Andy Y to draft a Conference Programme and invite Tim Farrow and Toby Willison, Peter W to invite Rory Stewart. (Action Andy Y and Peter W).
7.
Natural Environment White Paper 

Deadline for a response to the discussion document is 30 October.  Most NWEL member organisations are encouraging their individual members to respond so that Government will receive individual, local grass roots responses as well as corporate ones.  It may be possible for a collective NWEL response based on the outcomes of the Big Society Conference on the 27th.  However the timescale is very tight.
8.
NWEL Action Plan and future direction.
The VSNW/NWEL Action Plan for the next six months has been agreed.  It is similar to the previous Plan with the addition of  duties to engage with Local Economic Partnerships and to expand to include local and practitioner environmental networks. 

9.
Joint Environment Link Seminar

25th November in Birmingham. Andy Y will be attending.  Any other NWEL members wishing to attend should let Andy Y know asap. (Action NWEL members.)
10. A.O.B

Greenspace -  Kirsty Rhind reported that Councils were starting to sell of greenspace to offset reduced grants and ‘save vital services’.  To counter this trend and to justify the retention of green space in a recession, here was an urgent need for hard evidence about the vital services green spaces provided for the community.

Agri Environment Schemess – RSPB reported that they were lobbying Government in opposition to the proposed cuts in these schemes. They had received an encouraging response from farmer]s willing to also lobby on the issue. 
Abolition of RSS – NWEL members to send WPW their organisations responses to CLG on the abolition of RSS. Peter W to circulate. (Action Peter W).
11.
Date of Next Meeting 

7 December 2010
