Speech at the launch of Listen Value Invest
Delivered by Richard Caulfield, chief executive of VSNW at the Houses of Parliament on March 2 2010.

MPs, colleagues and friends.

I am Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of Voluntary Sector North West and Chair of the North West Infrastructure Partnership. Thank you for joining us at today’s launch of Listen Value Invest.

Our campaign message is very simple – we want the decision-makers nationally, regionally and locally to listen to, value and invest in the Third Sector.

The campaign has been launched with the General Election in mind, but will be ongoing long into the future as we seek to ensure we discover the art of telling the powerful stories once more.

In our first series of case studies we seek to tell a few short stories of how listening, valuing and investing in the Third Sector has changed lives, generated public sector savings and increased the economic contributions of individuals across the North West.

In a few moments we will play the introductory film, giving a flavour of our five case studies, and there are two additional case studies on the postcards in your pack.

The evidence from Rainbow Haven, a project working with refugees and asylum seekers, shows how when a statutory service is struggling to reach those most in need, the Third Sector can help to shape and support services in a positive fashion.
We need that commitment to ‘listen’ to be shown across the public sector.  We also need the acceptance of the role of the third sector bodies in campaigning for change, in identifying the needs of communities and in shaping service delivery. 

Whilst much focus recently has been on the sector delivering public services we also call on the sector to rediscover its voice - we have a role in speaking up for those seldom heard, empowering people & communities and in delivering some unpopular messages.
It is also important that our partners value the role and voice of the third sector.  In recent years we have seen the sector engaged in a myriad of structures developed to move the North West forward.  However, the seat at the table is not enough; engaging the sector at all stages of policy development through to implementation is vital.  We need the sector to be valued consistently – through good and bad economic times and every day – not just in crises.
Our example from Churches Together in Cockermouth showed how vital it is that services existed so when disaster struck, in the form of the floods, there was an infrastructure to support the community: there was a great response to the floods from all partners, but a long term commitment to organizations like Churches Together helps ensure there is a community there to respond.  

Finally I want to talk about Investment, I don’t want to talk about procurement & commissioning or funding I certainly don’t want to denigrate grants; it is time we all changed our language and talked consistently of investment: investment in the third sector; investment in our communities and investment in the people of the NW. 
The timing of this discussion is important. As government, national and local, seeks savings, drives efficiencies and calls for cutbacks, we must tread carefully.

Third Sector spending can often be identified as an easy cut to make: and we call on all decision makers to stop and think before cutting Third Sector investment.

Our story from Expanding Horizons shows how the Third Sector contributes positively to the economy – helping disabled people, often let down by mainstream provision, to develop businesses and become more economically active.

Equally, the story of Michael, who has joined us today, with Local Solutions, shows the sector can help people get back on their feet and start to contribute positively to society.

The message from Dial House is similar – helping people back into the workplace through voluntary activity.

The stories go on. LGF’s HIV testing example shows the reach of the sector again, and how preventative and proactive services save money in the long term. 

Stockbridge Junior Rangers shows how young people can and do contribute positively to society – improving our environment. Every time we make sweeping statements about the youth of today we undermine the contribution of these young people, the volunteers at Stockbridge Junior Rangers and the hundreds of Third Sector organisations across the North West.

We must show these organisations that we value them, our communities and the people of the North West.

So to the video – after which I will tell you how you can Listen, Value and Invest in the Third Sector: delivering for England’s North West.

[VIDEO]

Today: please sign the pledge to tell us your commitment to listen, value and invest. Also sign up to the website at www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk where you can see more of our stories.

Tomorrow: deliver on your pledge – engage with the sector in your constituency and let us know what you are doing.

In the future: by your acts, your deeds and decisions, please show that you listen to, value and invest in the Third Sector in the North West.
Thank you
