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Bulletin #44: 16 June 2011
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.

CONTENTS

Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update: some good news, and causing a stir 

· Urgent actions: Think local, act national with Regional Voices Live
· Big Society news round-up: 
Healthcare reforms update

Community regeneration ‘listening exercise’

Implications of government policy for equality issues

Response to Best Value consultation

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: 
Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· VSNW News: 
VSNW Briefing #58: Engagement with European Health: opportunities and risks

VSNW Health Bulletin #23

One North West Bulletin June 2011

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update


Dear colleagues,

It’s refreshing to start a bulletin with a piece of good news! I’d like to offer our congratulations to Paul Martin, the CEO of the Lesbian & Gay Foundation, one of our close working partners, on being awarded an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours. This recognition is very well deserved, both for Paul and for all the staff and volunteers at LGF. Paul heads up a strong list of VCS staff and volunteers across the region who have been honoured.

I have given a cautious welcome to the government’s response to the recommendations on the proposed NHS reforms from the Future Forum, and we have produced a briefing outlining the changes. I believe, however, that the devil is in the detail, and we still await the outcomes of the Public Health consultation and plans related to social care. Only then will we be able to understand whether these reforms will really deliver for our communities. We will of course keep you updated on developments.

It’s also positive to see that 144 organisations in the region have now received funding from the OCS Transition Fund. It seems many will be using the funding to adapt and modernise to the new climate, and it looks as though some groups will need to procure external assistance with this. We’ve already published one organisation’s invitation to tender on our website. We are happy to publicise any further opportunities that exist in this way if you email the details to us. 

Elsewhere, I appear to have hit a nerve with my recent blog about what I perceive as a lack of transparency in the way the some BIG Lottery funding has been allocated. I, along with many others in the sector, am concerned that some large-scale contracts in the People Powered Change programme have been awarded to national organisations, without any reference to excellent local work that already exists or an open application process. The debate has been picked up by Third Sector Magazine. BIG has published a response, as has its CEO Peter Wanless, and I am hoping to meet with its staff in the near future to discuss how we can make these processes more open and transparent. 

Lastly, I must draw your attention to Regional Voices Live. This will be a real opportunity for you to exert some national influence on the big issues affecting your organisations. We’ll be tweeting throughout the days: you can follow and participate using the hashtag #rvlive and via @regionalvoice. 

All the best

Richard Caulfield

Urgent action

Think local: act national with Regional Voices Live

----------------------------------
You are invited to take advantage of the opportunity to influence national campaigning through the Regional Voices Network. VSNW is hosting all the CEOs of Regional Voices at a special meeting on June 30/July 1, where the issues on the agenda will be set by the VCS. Groups will also be able to interact with those at the meeting and see immediate commitments to action via social media. If your organisation is facing a pressing issue or has identified practices that are unfair to the VCS or your service users, and you think this should be tackled at a national level, we want to hear from you. Please send a brief description of your issue to Hannah Horton by 24 June. 


The Implications of Government Policy for Equality Issues

--------------------------------

As part of our research into Equality, Big Society and Localism we are gathering evidence about the impact of government policy on VCS equalities groups and the communities they work with. Please tell us how government policy is affecting your organisation by taking part in our survey, by 10 July. As part of the project, a new think piece explores the implications of The Localism Bill, Big Society, The Local Growth White Paper, and the latest Welfare and Health reform proposals.

Big Society news round-up

· As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.

· Please continue also to report any funding cuts at the Voluntary Sector Cuts website.

Government responds to Future Forum report

-----------------------------
Following the NHS Future Forum’s report and recommendations, the government has indicated that it accepts the core recommendations and will make changes to its plans for modernisation of health and social care. VSNW Briefing #59 outlines these key changes. Some will require re-writing of the Health and Social Care Bill, while others will be in the form of statutory guidance.
Community Regeneration ‘listening exercise’

-------------------------------
The Communities and Local Government Select Committee is keen to hear evidence from local groups about regeneration. This is as close as we’re going to get to a 'listening exercise' in community regeneration for a while so please strongly consider acting on this request. The deadline is June 30.

Best value guidance: consultation response
--------------------------------------
VSNW has produced a response to the government’s consultation on Best Value guidance, which sets out expectations of the way best value authorities should work with voluntary and community groups when facing difficult funding decisions. Our response states that the definition of ‘best value’ should be strengthened, and the Duty to Involve should not be repealed.
Other news:

· Government Red Tape Challenge focusing on Equality Act until 30 June - act now to register your support for the Act.

· 144 groups in North West receive Transition Funding from OCS
· VCS leaders and volunteers recognised in Queen’s Birthday Honours 

· 12 groups in NW receive the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
· Free online factsheets published by Greater Manchester Voluntary Sector Support

· Invitation to tender: Homestart Preston Review
· Young Leaders’ Programme from Onside North West

Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
· Big Society: Rural Action, 18 June, Penrith
· CEO Summit, 23 June, London
· Charity media skills and copywriting, 23 June, Manchester
· Immunity to Change, 28 June, Manchester
· The Big Society, Community Activism and Equality, 29 June, Blackburn
· ACEVO Social Enterprise Special Interest Group, 29 June, Manchester
· Locality Network Meeting: the social networks, 30 June, Liverpool
· Time Management, 1 July, Manchester
· Empathy in Leadership, 4 July, Manchester
· ACEVO North West CEO Forum, 7 July, Liverpool
· Disability Awareness Day, 10 July, Warrington
· CLES Summit: making places better, 12-13 July, Manchester - Special ticket price for VSNW members
· Procurement in the NHS 2011: every penny counts, 13 September, Manchester 
· Facilitation with a creative flair, 22 September, Manchester
· ACEVO North Conference: leading change in the third sector, 29 September, Manchester
Other news from VSNW

Engagement with European Health: opportunities and risks

------------------------

VSNW Briefing #58, Engagement with European Health: Opportunities and Risks in the NW of England, explains the role of the NHW Health Brussels Office and outlines key areas for engagement with European issues.

VSNW Health Bulletin #24

--------------------------------
In this edition:

· People Powered Health

· Law Commission: Adult Social Care

· CQC State of Care 2009/10 Report

· Statement of Government Policy on Safeguarding

Read more and subscribe on the VSNW website.


One North West Bulletin: June 2011  

---------------------------------
In this edition:

· Research into impacts of Government policy on equality

· Update on the Localism Bill

· EHRC Consultation

Read more and subscribe on the VSNW website.

To subscribe or contribute

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 7 July. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Tuesday 5 July.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Communications & Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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