 

[image: image1.jpg]VS N W ‘ Voluntary Sector North West

Accountability | Knowledge | Equality




Bulletin #36: 27 January 2010
 
 
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
 
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:
- VSNW’s work
- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level
- key regional issues for the VCS
- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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        VSNW News: Supporting a Stronger Civil Society consultation response; Rehabilitation Revolution conference; Public Health White Paper consultation events; Response to two NHS reform consultation papers; VSNW Health Bulletin #19; Influencing Parliament with the Localism and Health Bills.
        News for the sector: Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  
        Events for the sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 
        To subscribe or contribute including next issue date
 
 
Chief Executive’s Update
 
Dear colleagues,
 
These are difficult times for many – whatever the sector you are in – and I have met very few Chief Executives who have a good idea of the resources that will be available to them come 1st April this year. We are working with partners across the country in a new project to map the cuts as they happen, so that we have a clear understanding of the way the cuts are being implemented and can analyse trends, spot patterns, and start to create challenge where challenge is needed. If your group or organisation has been told its public sector funding will be cut, please take a moment to fill in the simple form so we can build as complete a picture as possible. We are also still looking at the different approaches to implementing cuts being taken by local authorities and PCTs, so please continue to share your stories.
 
There are a number of VSNW events in the coming weeks which will look at new policy drivers - such as the Public Health White Paper - and new opportunities, like new approaches to offender management. I hope you will find the time in a busy schedule to take part. There will be opportunities for the sector over coming months: the challenge we all face is to be in a position to take advantage. I hope our policy work, our briefings and our events help you towards this goal…
 
All the best,

Richard Caulfield
 
 
Take action now
 
Mapping cuts to the voluntary and community sector
-----------------------------------------
As public sector funding cuts begin to bite, it is vital that their impact on the voluntary sector and the people it works with is understood. VSNW and 1NW are partners in Voluntary Sector Cuts, a new collaborative project which maps intelligence about voluntary groups experiencing reductions in public sector funding.  
 
If you’re involved in a voluntary or community group which has been told its statutory funding will be reduced, you can be part of this work by sharing your story. Just fill in the simple form to share your experiences and the impact the cuts will have on the people who use your services. Your contribution will be crucial to building a wider picture of the scale of the challenge ahead in your community, our region, and nationally.
 
This vital data will be all the more powerful through being made available to everyone: any group can use the information in their campaigning and policy work, while citizens can see the real impact on the VCS organisations in their area and the people they exist to serve. VSNW and 1NW will be using the data to build a picture of how the North West is being affected.


Flagging up examples of good and bad practice from authorities and PCTs
------------------------------------------
Following a meeting with the Minister for Civil Society, VSNW is collecting information about the experiences of VCS groups with Local Authorities and PCTs in the context of cuts. Please use this short form to tell us of your experiences - are your partners listening to and valuing the third sector when making decisions about what to continue funding and what to cut? So far, we’ve received encouraging reports of authorities who are working closely with local VCS groups to forge the best way ahead, while at the less positive end of the spectrum we’ve heard of cuts being imposed to existing VCS contracts with no consultation.  It’s vital for the sector that we continue to build this intelligence, so please do contribute your experiences.
 
VSNW News
 
As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.
 
Supporting a stronger Civil Society
---------------------------------------
VSNW's response to the Supporting a Stronger Civil Society infrastructure consultation includes recommendations for government to:
· Make the most of Local Infrastructure Organisations 

· Use the proposed Consolidation grant pot to support a shift in local infrastructure organisations’ services to suit the new policy context 

· Do more to help build ‘Big Local Economies’
 
 
Rehabilitation Revolution: discovering what’s possible
----------------------------------------
Major changes in the offender management system are underway. The government wants to find and develop innovative answers, and the voluntary and community sector is seen as one possible way forward. This conference on 22 February in Preston, organised by the Five Counties Partnership, VSNW, NAVCA, CLiNKS and the National Offender Management Service will explore what the rehabilitation revolution might mean to the VCS.
· How can we make the most of VCS expertise in housing, employment, and health and social care to help ex-offenders and their families? 

· What is the 'rehabilitation revolution'? 

· What are the opportunities in the North West?
 
 
Healthy Communities in the North West consultation events
---------------------------------------
These joint VSNW and Regional Voices consultation events will include information about the Public Health White Paper including the Outcomes Framework and the Funding and Commissioning Routes papers which have recently been published. There will be key Dept of Health NW Public Health speakers at the events. Please book your place in advance.
· Preston: 23 February 

· Warrington: 2 March
 
 
Liberating the NHS: new consultation responses
---------------------------------------
VSNW has delivered responses to the latest two NHS consultation papers, following consultation events and feedback received from the sector:
· Response to A Revolution for Patients: an Information Revolution 

· Response to A Revolution for Patients: Greater Choice and Control
 
VSNW Health Bulletin #19
-----------------------------------------
In this edition:
         Funding opportunities
         Latest Department of Health consultations and publications
         Tender opportunities
Read the whole bulletin and/or subscribe
 
 
Influencing Parliament with the Localism and Health Bills
-----------------------------------------
As part of the VSNW Get Involved series of events, this event on 8 March in Manchester will explore:
· What Parliament is and what it does 

· How voluntary and community sector groups can effectively engage with Parliament 
· The passage of a bill and how to influence it, particularly through the Localism and Health Bills



News for the sector
Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news
· 1NW BME bulletin – January edition 

· Our Life Community Engagement Survey 

· Free consultancy for three third sector organisations 

· Centre for Social Justice Awards - deadline 31 January 

· Jubilee People’s Millions deadline approaching - apply by 4 February 

· Voluntary sector employment dips after long upward trend 

· Free Teamwork for Active Citizenship courses in February 

· Be a Selection Event volunteer for London 2012 

· Television pilot looking to reward local projects
 

Voluntary and community sector events
VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
 
· Health and Housing: keeping the conversation going: 1 February, Bolton 

· Working in partnership and collaboratively: 3 February, Manchester 

· Demystifying the tendering process: 3 February, Liverpool 

· Introduction to social enterprise model: 9 February, Manchester 

· Creating your tender toolkit: 10 February, Liverpool 

· Localism: organising for success: 10 February, Manchester 

· Bury Mental Health Summit: 11 February, Bury 

· The Langley/Middleton Well Woman Centre Health Together Event: 12 February, Middleton 

· Using CEDAW in the UK: 16 February, tbc 

· Chester Voluntary Action Funding Conference: 17 February, Chester 

· Writing winning tenders: 17 February, Liverpool 

· The truth about TB: 22 February, Blackburn 

· Managing contracts: 23 February, Liverpool 

· Healthy communities in the North West, Public Health consultation event: 23 February, Preston 

· Social Media: 24 February, Oldham 

· Community-owned housing conference: 2 March, 

· Healthy Communities in the North West, Public Health consultation event: 2 March, Warrington 

· Making winning presentations: 3 March, Liverpool 

· Influencing Parliament with the Localism and Health Bills, 8 March, Manchester 

· Tendering for Health & Social Care/Personalisation: 10 March, Liverpool 

· Big Society in the North Conference: 15 March, Liverpool 

· Welfare, employment and skills 2011: 29 March, London
 
 
To subscribe or contribute
To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
 

The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 17 February. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Tuesday 15 February.
 
        To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986
 
        To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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