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Bulletin #20: 26 February 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the 20th VSNW Bulletin. 

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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· Workforce and skills: Apprenticeships event on 15 March, Understanding the Role of the Third Sector in Learning and Skills

· Health: The Marmot Review and launch event, Promise network update and next event details
· Representation: Representatives online
· Events: New Influencing Parliament dates added
· News update: Further news available from: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/  

· Details of events for the voluntary and community sector in the North West: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s update


The last few weeks have been hectic for the VSNW staff team as we prepare for the launch of the Listen Value Invest campaign, to be launched in Westminster next week, and in concluding our response to RS2010 consultation. It is important that we maintain the momentum we have developed for both VSNW and the wider sector as we move towards a general election in the coming months which will shape the future direction for many third sector organisations.
The public sector spending cuts almost feel inevitable and I think there has never been a more important time for us, as a sector, to discover our voice again and ensure those who suffer the greatest inequalities do not see the gap grow as a result of the changes. The Marmot Review outlines some key issues and offers a direction of travel we can get behind.

The next year is going to be a tough one for us all, but if we work together we can protect the great work going on out there and we can ensure our partners listen, value and invest in third sector across the North West.

All the best

Richard Caulfield,

Chief Executive

Regional Strategy (RS2010)

Feedback from consultation events
-----------------------------------------

Working with five sub-regional partners, 1NW and North West Environmental Link, we engaged over 200 organisations directly in the consultation events to develop our response to RS2010.  

The response is quite lengthy but some key messages from the sector we have raised are the role of volunteering in the strategy (currently too understated) and the role the third sector can play across all four strands identified to ensure we meet the ambitious aim for the NW.

You can view our response here and for further information contact richard.caulfield@vsnw.org.uk

Public – Third Sector Relationships

Compact Voice Impact Report released

--------------------------------------------------

Compact Voice has released its 2009 Impact Report, which looks at how the organisation is addressing the key Compact-related concerns of the voluntary sector. It examines the growth of the national Compact champions network, discusses reactions to the Compact refresh, and details other support offered to voluntary groups to help Compact implementation. The report is free - download a PDF or order print copies (unlimited) 

Workforce and skills

Apprenticeships Event

---------------------------------
Were you aware that the Third Sector has a Group Training Association called Fair Train to help and support organisations to work with apprentices? The National Apprenticeship Service is currently offering £2500 to support the cost of taking on an apprentice to organisations who sign up a 16 or 17 year old apprentice before the end of March. An information event and networking lunch will take place on Monday 15 March at the St Thomas Centre in Manchester where you can find out more about whether Apprenticeships are right for your organisation. Contact Karen Rigg by 3 March for more information. 


Understanding the contribution of the Third Sector in Learning & Skills

-------------------------------------------

This report from the Learning & Skills Council highlights that Third Sector providers play an important role in bringing disadvantaged adults and young people into learning and skills. People who undertake learning through third sector providers are more ethnically diverse, more likely to be resident in a deprived area, and more likely to have a learning difficulty or disability than those studying with other providers. Learners are also likely to be older. More information here.
Health

Fair Society, Healthy Lives: The Marmot Review

------------------------------------------------------------------

The Review is calling for health inequalities to sit alongside tackling climate change as the core of society’s achievement. Creating a sustainable future is, the Review says, entirely compatible with action to reduce health inequalities: sustainable local communities, active transport, sustainable food production, and zero carbon houses will all have health benefits across society.  

VSNW have produced a briefing outlining the key messages and policy objectives of the Review. The Review is important for the third sector as it provides an evidence base which the sector can use to promote the value of and the contribution it makes to combating many of the issues highlighted in the Review. To download the full Review go to http://www.ucl.ac.uk/gheg/marmotreview/Documents .  

Marmot and the Third Sector:  Addressing Health Inequalities Together

-------------------------------------------------------------------

This one day conference on 9 March in London provides an opportunity for the third sector to hear more from Sir Michael about the review’s findings and recommendations. It will provide a unique opportunity to consider the essential role of third sector organisations in addressing the problems. For more information and to book a place go to the Regional Voices website.

Promise network update
----------------------------------

A new Coordinator for the Promise network for third and independent sector providers of mental health services has been appointed. Andy Harrison will begin in post on 1 March. 

Date for your Diary:  Promise Network Event:  Commissioning and Contracts – 15 April in Preston (more information to follow)

Representation project

VCS Representatives online

--------------------------------
If you want to know who’s representing the voluntary and community sector at regional level, check out the Representatives page on the VSNW website. VSNW’s forthcoming information portal, which will explicitly name reps as well as providing means for the sector to communicate with them, will develop this resource further. We are in the process of selecting the contractor who will deliver this work, and hope it will be online by the Autumn.

News


Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard
· New resources on regulation from the Office of the Third Sector

· Breakthrough UK Independent Living Awards now open for applications

· North West Community Activists Network
· Members sought for NW Housing and Regeneration Board
· NW Mental Wellbeing Survey – a major survey of 18,5000 residents in the region has been published.

· Vacancy: Regional Co-ordinator for Community Matters
· UnLtd Level 2 Awards open on 26 February

· Dept of Health looking for New Strategic Partners – applications for Select Partner Programme for 2010/11 now open.

Events


VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
Influencing Parliament
--------------------------
Two new dates have been added to the popular free Influencing Parliament events, run by VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach

· Influencing Parliament and Communities: 17 March in Frodsham, Cheshire

· Influencing Parliament and Rural Affairs: 9 April in Penrith, Cumbria


Other events:
· Stand and Deliver, bassac’s annual conference: 3/4 March, Manchester

· Our Choices Regional Role Model Roadshow and careers advice: 11 March, Manchester

· Tightropes and Safety Nets – supporting suicidal young men: 12 March, Liverpool

· Working for Health Equality: 16 March, Manchester

· Preventing Mortgage and Landlord Repossessions: NW good practice: 22 March, Leyland

· Attend’s Thinking Ahead Conference: 29 March, Manchester

· Measuring Impact – what does the White Paper require? How do you do it? 18 April, Widnes.

· Still living with HIV – building today for tomorrow: 20 April, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email policy@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Wednesday 17 March. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Friday 12 March.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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