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This is the 22nd VSNW Bulletin. 

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Chief Executive’s update

Dear colleagues,

This week marks the start of an interesting time in our work – the election has been called and the Purdah period is upon us, meaning that for many it will feel as though we’re in a state of limbo, and anxiously waiting what the next few weeks and months will bring.

Set against this political backdrop, VSNW is continuing to push ahead with the Listen Value Invest campaign. We’re currently asking as many people as possible to sign the Listen Value Invest declaration, asking the incoming government and other decision-makers to commit to turning their support for us into meaningful practical actions. Please do sign the declaration and ask as many people as possible to do so.

In our last bulletin we shared a letter VSNW wrote in support of the 4NW Leaders’ Board model incorporating social, economic and environmental partners (SEEP) alongside strong local authority representation. The North West was the only region proposing a model that would include a representative from the third sector, and we are very pleased to hear that CLG have now confirmed this proposal. 

If your organisation is a member of VSNW you should be receiving our annual review and membership renewal information through the post soon. If you’re not a member, please do consider joining in order to gain the full benefits of our work.

With best wishes,

Richard Caulfield,

Chief Executive

Listen Value Invest
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The Listen Value Invest declaration
----------------------------------
Now that the General Election has been called, it is vital that we call upon prospective parliamentary candidates and then the incoming government to commit to listen, value and invest in the Third Sector in the North West. Please sign the Listen Value Invest declaration to add your name to the movement calling for our decision-makers to translate their commitments into meaningful, practical action. Please also share this declaration with as many people as possible and ask them to sign it.


Other resources
------------------------
· Ask your MP and other candidates to sign the Listen Value Invest pledge and commit to meaningful action to support the sector in your area.
· Add your stories to the campaign – show us how you’re making a difference in your area.
· Use the Listen Value Invest branding in your communications with decision-makers. 


Representation project
Regional Representatives

-------------------------------------

Throughout the VSNW bulletins we will be taking the opportunity to highlight profiles of regional representatives who are working in specialist areas to provide voice on behalf of the sector.  This week we are profiling Chris Shaw and Elaine Brogden who both sit on the Mental Health Improvement Partnership (MHIP) Stakeholder Board.  You can find their profiles here.
Workforce and skills
Apprenticeships information event

---------------------------------------------

More than 40 people attended the Apprenticeship information lunch and networking event held at The St Thomas Centre on 15 March. The event launched the FairTrain Group Training Association initiative for the Third Sector. FairTrain is a group of Third Sector  employers and training providers that will act as a broker for employers in the sector, promoting the benefits of apprenticeships and pointing them towards providers who have signed up to FairTrain and its principles.
Public – Third Sector Relationships

Government Office North West annual report
-----------------------------------
GONW has just published its annual report – which contains a lot of information about its work with the voluntary and community sector, including VSNW, the Regional Compact and the Listen Value Invest campaign. To have our work recognised officially in this way is very encouraging. You can read the full report here.
 

Total Place report published
--------------------------------------
The Total Place report, published by HM Treasury, has set out plans for transforming how public services are delivered in the future. For the first time, all local spending from across all local agencies is being looked at as a whole to focus on designing services around the needs of the customer, and cutting out waste. The report shows how the Third Sector is crucial to success in the transformation of public services, by recognising that VCS organisations design services around people. This is a really good example of how listening to the sector can reap benefits for people and communities.


News

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: www.vsnw.org.uk/news
· Next generation access broadband consultation
· Lead and Learn: Supporting Capacity in the Voluntary Sector

· Job Opportunity with People's Voice Media
· 2010 North West Listening Campaign: Grassroots Experiences of Poverty and Exclusion

· DAPHNE III project call for partners - project concerned with tackling violence against women

· Latest Access to Volunteering grants to help disabled people volunteer announced

· In the Chair governance podcasts
· Participation Works Training 2010/11
· Public sector cuts could create financial black hole for charities - Charity Commission 

· Deadline for next round of Communitybuilders grants approaching
· Free support for community projects from Green Communities
· Putting people first workforce implications - what do commissioners and providers need to do?

· New £1 million fund for faith groups from CLG



Events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: www.vsnw.org.uk/events
· "The Spirit Level" - WEA Spring Lecture, 14 April, Manchester

· Ageing – It's Your Future, 16 April, Bolton
· Measuring Impact: What does the White Paper require? How do you do it?, 18 April, Widnes

· Still Living with HIV: Building Today for Tomorrow, 20 April, Manchester 

· Inspiring Leaders development programme, 20 April 2010 - 29 June, Parbold, Lancashire
· Making the Link: Matching EU Opportunities to North West Health Priorities, 29 April, Manchester
· Critical Success Factors for Social & Community Enterprise in Deprived Communities, 29 April, Manchester
· CLES - Using local multiplier 3 (LM3) to understand how money circulates in your economy, 18 May, Manchester

· Social value - myth or economic reality?, 8 June, Liverpool

· Centre for Local Policy Studies - 3rd Annual Summer School, 21 June, Crewe

· Balancing the Books: public policy, financial crisis and human rights in a new political context, 21 June, Crewe

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email policy@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Wednesday 28 April. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 26 April.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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