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Bulletin #24: 20 May 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update 

· Listen Value Invest: New guide on how to tell your story, change of date for conference event.
· Workforce and skills: Quality improvement for ESF programmes
· Public-Third Sector relationships: New Office for Civil Society announced, Places left on just one procurement and tendering training event
· Equalities: Enough is Enough: take action against homophobia; new human rights in the community project
· News update: VSNW and NCVO Foresight training, Influencing Parliament events. Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  

· Events: Further events listing at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 
· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update
Dear colleagues,
Well, we finally have a new government and already we’re seeing changes in the landscape for the voluntary and community sector. Nick Hurd, former Shadow Third Sector Minister, is the new Minister for Civil Society, heading up the new office for Civil Society that replaces the Office of the Third Sector. In his first public speech in his new job, Hurd said that the term “Third Sector,” will no longer be used across government. 
With it, the new government has outlined the policies behind the Big Society initiative that formed a central plank of the Conservatives’ election manifesto. We are promised a more detailed programme of how some of these ideas and plans will work in the next few days. 

While it will take some weeks and months to fully understand the shape of things to come, I’m keen now to hear your thoughts, particularly what you think about the concept of Civil Society. We already have NCVO’s definition of Civil Society but we don’t know if the government will use this or something different; it would be very interesting to hear your thoughts on whether this is a useful way to ‘frame’ our sector.

As we think about these changes to our external environment, it’s an opportune time to take stock of how all our organisations are equipped for the long-term, and we are delighted to announce a new partnership with NCVO to deliver a programme of Foresight training for infrastructure organisations. This initiative will help you to understand how the world is changing (not just politically) and how to use this knowledge to make better strategic decisions. Please do consider attending – we believe the training is invaluable. 

We will of course continue to keep you updated on any announcements or decisions from government that have relevance to our work.


All the best,


Richard Caulfield
Chief Executive

Listen Value Invest
How to tell your story

-----------------------
How to put together a story or case study is a new, step-by-step guide that walks you through the process of putting together a story that contains powerful personal insights along with ‘hard’ facts that demonstrate the economic and social value of your work. This resource will be developed and added to over the coming weeks, so please contact us if you feel there are any further areas where you would like guidance.


Listen Value Invest: the conference. Change of date!

---------------------------------
Listen Value Invest: the conference was originally scheduled for 24 June. Now that we know the emergency budget will take place on 22 June, we believe the conference will better serve the sector if it takes place in the Autumn, giving us all time to understand and analyse the relevant outcomes of any spending review or changes. The event will now provisionally take place on 29 September – more details to follow in future bulletins.
Workforce and skills
Quality Improvement for ESF programmes
---------------------------------------
The ESF Quality Advisory Group has produced a toolkit to support organisations in developing the quality of their learning and skills provision and assisting them to undertake effective self assessment. Download the toolkit from the Workforce & Skills section of the VSNW website.
Public – Third Sector Relationships
New Office for Civil Society

---------------------------------------------
Nick Hurd MP, former Shadow Third Sector Minister, is the new Minister for Civil Society, responsible for charities, social enterprises and voluntary organisations in the Cabinet Office. He has announced priorities including making it easier to run a charity, social enterprise or voluntary organisation, resourcing the sector to strengthen its independence and resilience and making it easier for Third Sector organisations to work with the State. The move was announced as policies for the Conservatives’ Big Society vision were laid out.


Very limited places on North West third sector tendering training programme
-----------------------------------------------------------
There has been an excellent response to the North West Tendering & Procurement Training Programme – and the majority of courses are now full. Places now only remain on the Demonstrating Environmental Compliance training day on 16 June. This training programme has been funded by the North West Regional Development Agency and is being coordinated by Greater Merseyside ChangeUp’s Tendering and Procurement Support Service (TaPS), in partnership with Voluntary Sector North West.
Equalities

Enough is Enough!
------------------------------------
This week marked the International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia, and the launch of the Lesbian & Gay Foundation's Enough is Enough! Action against Homophobia campaign. To get involved and show your support visit: www.lgf.org.uk/enough


Human Rights in the Community project
----------------------------------------
The North West is one of three pilot areas in the new Human Rights in the Community project, which aims to empower individuals and communities with human rights language and tools, supporting them to challenge poor service provision and resolve everyday problems and inequality at local level. It will select and support local community groups to develop human rights advocacy projects. There will be a free information day on 10 June for organisations in the North West that are interested.
News
Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news
· Adult Learners Week
· Violence against Women Action Plan consultation
· Grants for money advice services from United Utilities Trust Fund

· Think tank’s research calls for holistic approach to tackling deprivation

· £6m match funding for integrating third country nationals (deadline 4 June)
Events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
VSNW and NCVO Foresight training

--------------------------------------
VSNW is pleased to announce a new partnership with NCVO’s Third Sector Foresight Team. We will be working together over the next few months to understand how the world is changing and how organisations in our region can use this knowledge to make better strategic decisions.

The partnership will provide:
• Training workshops for infrastructure organisations

• New insights about the trends and forces impacting on organisations in our region

• Free copies of pocket guides exploring changing funding, volunteering, population changes and other crucial topics

The workshops will take place as follows on Tuesday 6 July (for CEOs and chairs) and Thursday 8 July (for development workers). 
For more information about Foresight and the issues it touches on, you can read this article, Facing the Future without Fear.

The passage of a Bill and how to influence the process
--------------------------------------------
As part of the VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach Get Involved Series, these new events will explore the process of legislation and how to engage with it, campaigning strategies to influence legislation and a basic introduction to Parliament and engagement (the latter at the 21 July event only). 
· Wednesday 2 June in Preston: for those who have attended a previous Influencing Parliament event only.

· Wednesday 21 July in Warrington: for anyone

Other events:

--------------------------
· DTA NW Regional Network Meeting, 20 May, Preston

· Enterprising Healthcare, 21 May, Liverpool

· Faith to Engage lunch and networking, 25 May, Penrith

· Managing People workshop, 27 May, Manchester

· Community Empowerment Practitioners’ Forum, 2 June, Manchester

· North West Transport Roundtable AGM, 5 June, Preston

· Social value: myth or economic reality? 8 June, Liverpool

· Raising participation and engaging young people in learning and training, 10 June, Crewe
· Children’s Urgent Care Showcase event, 13 June, Wigan

· Regional Empowerment Showcase, 19 June, Nelson

· Centre for Local Policy Studies: third annual summer school, 20 June, Crewe

· Operational Efficiency – Total Place: empowering and incentivising local areas, 23 June, Manchester

· Are they safe? Workshop on the new Vetting and Barring Scheme, 24 June, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email policy@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Wednesday 9 June. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 7 June.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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