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Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the twenty third VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update                                          

The ‘Listening Exercise’ is well underway with the Future Forum already filling twitter and on line forums with opportunities to respond.  VSNW will be supporting the sector in the North West to respond but we would also encourage you to make your own contributions – see below for how to take part.  A couple of papers which might help inform your thoughts are

· University of Birmingham Policy Paper called ‘Liberating the NHS: orders of change’ which looks at the evidence for the reform.  Download from http://www.plainenglish.co.uk||/ 

· House of Commons Committee of Public Accounts: National Health Service Landscape Review which focuses on accountability and risk.  Download from http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news/health-landscape-report/ 

VSNW along with our colleagues in Regional Voices has been concerned for sometime about third sector representation on Health and Wellbeing Boards.  Regional Voices wrote to Andrew Lansley requesting that more guidance be given to local authorities on third sector involvement.  The response was not as positive as we would have wished and highlighted that the sector should look to have an increased role in the development of Joint Strategic Needs Assessments (JSNA).  VSNW are keen to hear of your experiences regarding involvement in the ongoing development of the new Health and Wellbeing Boards as well as with JSNA’s.  A JSNA Best Practice Guide: Springboard for Action has been produced for the new Health & Wellbeing Boards and is a useful resource in explaining JSNA’s and their anticipated increased importance.  Download from  http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health 

Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)

Commissioning services for women and children who are victims of violence
Guidance produced by the Dept of Health designed to support health commissioners to improve the commissioning of services for women and children who are victims of violence or abuse.  Download from: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_125900
Dept. of Health NW Update

· ‘Listening Exercise’:  The Government has taken the opportunity of a natural break in the passage of the Health and Social Care Bill to pause, listen, reflect on and improve the NHS modernisation plans. A ‘listening exercise’ has been launched and anyone can get involved by accessing the Department of Health website and posting comments.  The deadline is 31st May: http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/category/conversations/listening-exercise-conversations/
· Appointments:  Ruth Hussey left her position as Regional Director of Public Health and Medical Director for NHS North West and took up her appointment as Director of Public Health for Public Health England on 11 April.  Ann Hoskins is now Acting Regional Director of Public Health.  Mike Farrar left NHS NW as Chief Executive on 3 May and took up his new role at the NHS Confederation on 3 May. Mark Ogden will take over as the new Chief Executive.

· PCT Clusters:  The North West PCT cluster Chairs and Chief Executives have now been appointed. For a full list of appointments please see: http://www.northwest.nhs.uk/media/news.aspx?storyID=4514
Diagnostic Framework for Addressing Health Inequalities in Outcomes for Populations

This framework has been produced by the Dept of Health’s Health Inequalities National Support Team.  It is intended to be used in workshops to look at how evidence based interventions can be used to address gaps in service delivery.  Download from http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_126330 

Lancashire LGBT Life

Lancashire LGBT Centre are looking for people who live, work or play in Lancashire to take part in informal focus groups about LGBT life in Wyre, Fylde, Skelmersdale, Ormskirk, South Ribble & Chorley. Contact lancashirelgbt@yahoo.co.uk or visit http://www.lancashirelgbt.co.uk/
Launch of the North West People in Research Forum

The North West People in Research (NWPiR) Forum is a new organisation that aims to support patient and public involvement (PPI) and public engagement (PE) in health research.  The Forum is currently looking for professionals and interested members of the public from the North West to join a Training Working Group.  For more information and to become a member of the Forum contact Marisha Palm on 07554413269 or at marisha.palm@northwest.nhs.uk.
Mental Health Foundation:  Measuring Wellbeing Briefing

The Mental Health Foundation have produced an Introductory Briefing on Measuring Wellbeing in response to the Coalition Government’s wish to measure the country’s success not just in terms of GDP but also ‘national wellbeing’.  More information www.mentalhealth.org.uk .

Mental Health Helplines Partnership – Membership Opportunity

The 50 mental health helpline providers who work collaboratively as members of mhhp are keen to broaden the membership.  More information from http://www.mhhp.org.uk/membership.html
Personalisation

The Think Local, Act Personal Partnership includes over 30 national organisations representing the broad interest in personalisation and community-based support.  It has launched a new programme of sector-led support to continue efforts in transforming adult social care.  More information  www.thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk 

Rural Health Economies and the Health Bill

The NHS Confederation have produced a Briefing to raise awareness of the critical issues that those implementing the coalition Government’s health reforms in rural communities will need to be aware of and to set out some starting points for addressing them.  Download from www.nhsconfed.org/publications 

Stroke Association: Campaign to raise awareness of Atrial fibrillation

Atrial fibrillation (AF) affects about 750,000 people in the UK and accounts for about one in six strokes.  Stroke Association is campaigning to raise awareness of this condition and the links to stroke through its ASK FIRST campaign.  More information  http://www.stroke.org.uk/campaigns/current_campaigns/ask_first/become_an_af_ambassador/index.html .

Sub Contracting Opportunity – Salvation Army

The Salvation Army has been selected by the Ministry of Justice as Prime Contractor to manage the delivery of accommodation and support for male and female victims of all types of trafficking; sexual exploitation, domestic servitude and forced labour across England and Wales.  They are keen to reach small and very small specialist providers who might be able to help to deliver the contract.  More information: Salvation Army at http://bit.ly/fFXOus and click on Sub-contracting Opportunity.

Events / Training
In Our Own Hands – Improving Housing and Care Information and Advice for Later Life Decision Making:  9th May – Manchester.  More information: www.careandrepair-england.org.uk/pdf/conference.doc 

Human Rights in Health Care – 11th May – Liverpool.  More information: lindsey.dyer@merseycare.nhs.uk.

NHS Primary Care Commissioning: Social enterprise - Driving innovative health and social care service delivery now and in the future – 12th May – The Lowry, Salford Quays.  More information:  http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/events/all/1963 

International Day Against Homophobia – Flying the Flag: 17th May - The Lesbian & Gay Foundation  is urging organisations to visibly show support for LGB&T people by encouraging public buildings, public spaces and organisations across Greater Manchester and across the country to fly the rainbow flag. More information:  Darren Knight on 0845 3 30 30 30 | darren.knight@lgf.org.uk
Self Injury Support North Cumbria – Training – various dates and venues up until 17th May.  More information http://www.sis-cumbria.co.uk/ 

Grief and Bereavement in Children and Young People: series of one day workshops in May and June at venues in Lancashire.  More information: Jill Eastham – email info@jilleastham.co.uk or www.jilleastham.co.uk  

Are You Ready to Tender- TaPS/Passmark Programme - May and June 2011. First session - Introduction to Tendering – 19th May – Warrington.  More information: telephone Linzi on 0151 920 0726 x318/129 or email linzi@changeupmerseyside.org.uk 

Faith Action- Fast Track to Funding:  Practical training for those new to funding - 19th May  - Community Revival, Manchester.  More information email: felicity.smith@faithaction.net .
Time is Now - Self Directed Support and Business Marketing for social care providers – One day course – 23rd June – Preston.  More information from Voice Social Marketing – Tel: 01772 601853 – www.voicemarketing.org.uk 

User Action Team:  Help Yourself to Health – one day service user conference focussed on health improvement – 11th June – Prestwich.  More information:  Carol Collins, UACT (User Action Team) Co-ordinator, 0161 772 4647, or by email at carol.collins@gmw.nhs.uk
Men’s Health Week 2011 – Get A Man Online:  will focus on how new technologies can be used to improve men's health.  13th – 19th June. More information: http://www.menshealthforum.org.uk/21706-mens-health-week-2011.
Assistive Technology - A Person Centred Approach to choosing Assistive Technology for Older People:  21st June – Croston, Lancashire.  More information: Email Catherine@voicemarketing.org.uk,  www.voicemarketing.org.uk.
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care)

Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9300            Mob: 07908 683927
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