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Bulletin #49: 29 September 2011  
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Chief Executive’s Update

In a constantly changing world, it is vital that groups and organisations within the sector stay up to date with the latest policy developments. At VSNW we work to ensure the sector is aware of latest policy developments and seek to influence policy at all stages of development. 

Our conference next week covers some of the current policy agenda – Skills, Work Programme, Public Health and Big Society to name but a few. It will give the 170+ delegates the opportunity to see what is happening and to feed in how these agendas are impacting on their work on a day to day basis.  If you are unable to join us on the day you can follow the twitter feed on #openforall and give us instant feedback on the issues raised. We will also produce a conference report to ensure the learning is disseminated as widely as possible.

Please stay in touch with latest policy developments and please stay in contact with VSNW – it is vital if we are to have influence in shaping policy to have maximum impact and benefits for our communities

Best wishes

Richard

Urgent actions

Last few days for North West Social Value Foundation expressions of interest
-------------------------
The new North West Social Value Innovation Investment Foundation has been launched, with £40,000 to invest in partnerships of NHS and VCS organisations delivering inspiring projects or programmes. In particular, the fund is looking for projects or ideas that go the extra mile to make a difference to communities. They should be partnerships of NHS organisations working with VCS or Social Enterprise organisations to deliver an innovative service or programme that tackle at least one health priority. 

Initial expressions of interest should be forwarded to Julie Cheetham by 30 September 2011 or for further information, call Julie on 0161 625 7202. Download more information about the criteria and process here.


Effective Commissioning: services for young people 

-------------------------
Registration for this event closes on Monday 3rd October. The event will explore the Ofsted-identified features of effective commissioning as outlined in the recent report: An evaluation of approaches to commissioning young people’s services including: 

· Strategic leadership

· Shaping local commissioning – creating a collaborative culture and building capacity

· A role for young people

· Approaches to delivery

· Managing transition

· Performance monitoring and evidence of impact 

The event features the report author, Tony Gallagher. This is a joint event organised by NW Regional Youth Work Unit, Children & Young People NW and VSNW. For further details and how to book, visit Effective Commissioning.
News from VSNW


The NHS Future Forum – further engagement

-------------------------

Through Regional Voices, VSNW has been working with the NHS Future Forum to continue its work and provide independent advice to further inform ongoing proposals to modernise the NHS. The NHS Future Forum, led by Professor Steve Field, have asked Voluntary Sector North West to host a meeting of voluntary and community sector leaders throughout North West to feed into this wider stakeholder engagement exercise. It is anticipated that members of the Future Forum will attend this meeting which will be held in Manchester on 18th October.  

Each meeting with the NHS Future Forum will be attended by approximately 20-35 voluntary sector leaders, particularly those working with patients, service users and carers from throughout North West.

Latest VSNW Health Bulletin news

-------------------------

The latest updates on VSNW’s health work are available from Health Bulletin #28 and include:

· Department of Health Caring for our future engagement exercise

· Future Forum phase 2

· Influencing the New Health System briefing
Read more and subscribe



New VSNW staff appointed
-------------------------
VSNW would like to congratulate and welcome Martin Preston (from Sefton CVS) who will be joining us as the new Representation Project Manager and Helen Walker who will be VSNW’s new Information Officer. Both start in their new roles on Monday 3rd October. 


VSNW research report on commissioning local VCS
-------------------------

This report profiles five case studies from across the North West which explore how and why particular voluntary sector organisations have become key to tackling the health needs in their areas.

To read more about the implications and learning inspired by this report, go to The Commissioning Project. The report includes case studies from The Lesbian & Gay Foundation, Self Help Services, Unlimited Potential, Beacon Counselling, and Wirral Primary Care Advice Liaison.
The report has attracted significant interest and follow-up think pieces on the implications of this research are available:
· David Buck, Senior Fellow in Public Health and Inequalities from The King's Fund has written a summary of his thoughts on the report and cases studies - Lessons from the Case Studies
· Regional Voices - Regional Voices response to the report 'Towards More Effective Commissioning of Local Voluntary Sector Organisations'
· Recommendations from the report author, visiting professor Mark Gamsu: Creating an effective commissioning environment - fostering innovation and mainstreaming it


Minister praises Voice of the North report 
-------------------------
Following the recent publication of the One North West and JUST West Yorkshire report into the experiences of young people in the North, One North West has received a letter from Iain Duncan Smith, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. It states that 'the efforts of organisations such as yours are so important in confronting the challenges we face'. One North West and partners will continue to work to ensure that the voice of Northern young people is heard in Government.


NW submission to ACEVO’s Commission on Youth Unemployment  
-------------------------

This joint submission by One North West, the Women’s Solidarity Forum and Voluntary Sector North West on Youth Unemployment outlines issues relating to early intervention, tackling discrimination, learning the lessons from the Future Jobs Fund and supporting VCS to engage in the Work Programme.



News for the VCS in the North West
· As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.

· Please continue also to report any funding cuts at the Voluntary Sector Cuts website.

Cabinet Office Update for the North West

-------------------------
A Cabinet Office Local Intelligence Update for September is provided by Sheila Battersby, Office for Civil Society’s Big Society Lead for the North West. These updates will be circulated on a regular basis and this month includes information on funding and current consultations.

National Planning Policy Framework consultation

-------------------------
The draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is out for consultation until 17th October. 
North West Environment Link will be publishing a briefing later this month and preparing a North West response to which contributions would be welcome – please send your key points to pwilson@lancswt.org.uk. In the meantime, there is an initial analysis from CPRE South East. 
CPRE has a draft letter to your MP you can use and you can sign the National Trust’s petition 
Village SOS Competition open for entries

-------------------------
The Big Lottery Fund is giving around 250 awards of between £10,000 and £30,000 to kick start community businesses. They want to support inspiring business ideas that will bring people together in villages across the UK and support activities and enterprises that will tackle the challenges they face. 
You must complete and submit an entry form by 5pm on Thursday 20th October.

Voluntary sector employment down 5% in last 12 months

-------------------------
Employment in the voluntary sector has fallen by 5% over the past 12 months according to the latest Labour Force Survey. The figures for the second quarter of 2011 show that the voluntary sector employs 768,000 people, a fall of around 38,000 employees since the second quarter of 2010. 

Early indications also suggest a change in working patterns and pay within the sector. The number of part-time employees in the voluntary sector has increased over the past three months and average hourly earnings in the voluntary sector have fallen over the previous quarter to £10.14 per hour.

The findings were produced by the Third Sector Research Centre (TSRC) and the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) in partnership with Skills -Third Sector.

Riots Communities and Victims Panel – call for evidence

-------------------------
The Independent Riots Communities and Victims Panel has been set up to examine and understand why the August 2011 riots took place. The Panel aims to talk directly to people who were affected in their communities including young people, local business owners, parents and residents. An interim report will be published in November and a final report in March 2012.

The Panel want to hear from as many people as possible and work with academics, Government and other organisations to gather evidence and analysis. Views can be emailed to riotspanel@communities.gsi.gov.uk, or in writing to Riots Panel, 6th floor, Eland House, Bressenden Place, SW1E 5DU. Evidence to be included in the interim report should be submitted by the end of October.


Regional Improvement and Efficiency Network publishes transition plan
-------------------------
Equipped for the futureThe North West Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (NWIEP) outline the support available for councils across the region over the coming year in their plan -  


£2.2m from Big Lottery Fund given to youth projects in the North West 
-------------------------
More than £15.3million from the Big Lottery Fund is going to a range of projects including those involving young offenders and young people associated with gangs. In total 58 organisations across England are taking a share of the funding which comes from the Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Communities programme. 9 projects have been funded in the North West for a total of £2.2M and further information on the announcement, including a full list of grants, is available from the Big Lottery Fund website.


Hidden in plain sight – the launch of the Disability Harassment Inquiry report  

-------------------------
This Equality and Human Rights Commission report uncovers not only that harassment is a commonplace experience for disabled people, but also that a culture of disbelief and systemic institutional failures are preventing it from being tackled effectively. As well as reporting on the extent of harassment, the report also includes a review of ten cases to look at what, if any, lessons have been learnt in each case, and makes recommendations to public authorities to help them deal with the problems uncovered. 

The report findings and draft recommendations aimed at tackling disability-related harassment can be found at www.equalityhumanrights.com/dhfi. 

Job opportunities

---------------------------
Training Officer, The Broughton Trust, Salford (closing 27th October)


Other news

-------------------------
Labour review relationship with VCS - Third Sector magazine have summarised the policy review discussions which members of the North West Infrastructure Partnership (NWIP) were able to contribute to earlier this year. 


Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
Through the window: how are women affected by the riots?, 3rd October, Manchester
The Truth About TB - Training for Third Sector Organisations, 4-5 October, Liverpool
Resilience for Community Groups, 6th October, Warrington
Heart of Mersey AGM, 10th October, Liverpool
Northern Regeneration Summit 2011, 11th October, Manchester
Housing North West Annual Conference, 12th October, Preston
An evaluation of approaches to commissioning young people’s services, 13th October, St Helens
Introduction to Marketing, 13th October, Manchester
Working Creatively with Young People, 17th October, Manchester
Resilience for Community Groups, 20th October, Kendal
National Take Part Day 2011, 26th October, Manchester
ACEVO Health & Social Care Conference, 27th October, Liverpool
Empowering the Voluntary Sector, 27th October, Manchester
Big Society? Snapshots from the front line, 28th October, Manchester
Can Fairness Commissions reduce inequality in the North West?, 29th October, Manchester
Locality '11: Communities Ambitious for Change, 1-2 November, Manchester
Building Consortia and Working in Partnerships, 2nd November, Manchester
Resilience for Community Groups, 3rd November, Preston
So! VolTech - North West Conference on Social Media & Technology, 19th November, Blackpool

The Truth About TB - Training for Third Sector Organisations, 28-29 November, Manchester

Commissioning for Equality, 25th January 2012, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 20th October. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Tuesday 18th October.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Helen Walker, Administration Officer
Email: helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9300
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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