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VSNW Bulletin: special edition

Dear Colleagues,
We have decided to send out a special bulletin as there are a number of urgent items that we would like to draw your attention to:

· Evaluation of VSNW’s work

· Last day to respond to the Lottery consultation 

· Details of the free Opening Doors event on 29th November

· Details of four events in the NW about the new Community Rights

Evaluation of VSNW’s work 

-------------------------
VSNW is bidding to extend our Lottery-funded policy and representation projects. In order to evidence and inform the direction of VSNW’s work over the next 18 months, please complete a short survey evaluating our work. By completing this survey, you will also help VSNW identify ways to better support your organisation. It is titled as a membership survey but we would welcome comments from any organisation that we engage with.

If possible, please complete the survey by Tuesday, 22nd November: Evaluation of VSNW Survey.

Lottery consultation

-------------------------
The Cabinet Office consultation on the future of £600m p.a. Lottery funding ends today at midnight (Friday 18th November). The formal response form is extremely short. Please complete and urge others to do so too. Please note that the reply-to email address on the response form does not appear to be working. The address on the main Cabinet Office website is: biglotteryfundconsultation@cabinet-office.gsi.gov.uk. 

Our nationally acclaimed briefing (picked up by NAVCA, NCVO and Directory of Social Change) identifies five points you may wish to consider in your own response:

1. Lottery funds should be the catalyst for innovative social investment and not the capital of the social investment market

2. The majority of Big Lottery funding should go to the voluntary, community and faith sector including social enterprises. NAVCA and NCVO are calling for 100%. 

3. “Social Enterprise” needs to be adequately defined

4.  “Additionality” should be defined in line with Government’s statement of last year. Namely, that “… the Lottery is in addition to core Government spending.” (DCMS, September 2010).

5. The distribution of funding should continue to be on the basis of evidence of need and alongside considerations of geography and communities of identity, and interest ‘cold-spots’. 

To read more:

· VSNW Briefing #67: Lottery
· Further details of the consultation and proposed changes: Cabinet Office website
Opening Doors: Clinks’ Sustainable Funding Roadshow in the North West, 29th November

-------------------------
This free event, organised by Clinks, 5CP and VSNW, aims to support small and medium sized VCS groups working with offenders. Opening Doors features:

· Vital perspectives on the future of commissioning criminal justice services (Clinks + NOMS NW)

· Expert workshops on being sustainable & strategic

· Updates on voluntary sector engagement in the delivery pilots

· One-to-one specialist advice sessions

Please complete the booking form and return it to us as soon as possible. Attendance is free for VCS groups based in the North West - subsidised by VSNW.
Community Rights Made Real

-------------------------
The Localism Act 2011 was given Royal Assent earlier this week. Consequently, VSNW, local partners, Urban Forum and NAVCA are running four free events in the North West on Localism and the new Community Rights. 

They will look at ‘Localism’, Community Right to Buy (or 'Assets of community value'), Community Right to Build and Neighbourhood Planning, and the Community Right to Challenge. The four events are:
· 6th December 2011, Burnley - local partners: Burnley Pendle and Rossendale CVS, Lancashire Association of CVO, and Preston Community Network

· 13th December 2011, Manchester - local partner: Manchester Metropolitan University

· 7th March 2012, St Helens - local partner: St Helens CEN

· 14th March 2012, Tameside - local partner: T3SC

North West events: Community Rights Made Real 

To Subscribe or contribute

-------------------------

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 1st December. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 28th November.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please email Helen Walker, Information Officer: 

· To contribute to our policy work, please email Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
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