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Bulletin #52: 8th December 2011   
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Chief Executive’s update


I can’t remember many tougher years than 2011 in my time working in the voluntary sector – and I fear that 2012 may be much the same. The biggest challenge remains trying to read the future – how will the Work Programme play out, what will happen with public health inside local authorities, how will the NHS reforms impact upon the sector, how will Community Organisers blend in with current activity, what will the local authority cuts be like next year… - I could go on (and usually do). Despite this we must keep supporting our communities, challenging injustice and aim to tackle inequality that exists in our society. Our relationships with partners and local and national government are vital, and we must not be afraid to speak truth to power. VSNW will work harder than ever in 2012 to champion the VCS and to challenge government at all levels to create the environment where the sector can get on with its job and make a real difference to people’s lives.

I also feel the need to comment on the review of TUPE that is underway. I know there are mixed views on it and it is important that we understand the perspective of VCS groups to make a sensible response, but please be ‘careful what you wish for’ when looking at this area of work. I have often aired my concern that the sector is being used as the ‘Trojan Horse for privatisation’ – I think we also need to tread carefully to avoid being seen as the campaigners for reducing workers terms & conditions.

There is a link to our response to the Cabinet Office’s Lottery consultation in this Bulletin along with a briefing note for MPs. Please consider passing a copy onto your MP in order to keep these issues in focus. Finally, thank you to all those organisations who responded to the VSNW survey – this will help shape our thinking and our services for the future.  

Best wishes
Richard
Urgent action


Advice Services Fund – deadline approaching    
---------------------------------
The Government has made up to £16.8 million available for the Advice Services Fund programme to support organisations in the free advice sector that have been affected by reductions in public spending. The deadline for applications is noon on 22nd December. 




News for the VCS in the North West
· As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.

· Please continue also to report any funding cuts at the Voluntary Sector Cuts website.

ESF Community Learning Grants in the North West – applications open    
---------------------------------
Nearly £2m is available to be given out over the next two years in the North West as ESF Community Learning Grants. The maximum grant is £12,000 and they are available to support some of the hardest to reach communities and individuals, to help people access further learning or training that could lead to employment.

The funding can be applied for by small community and voluntary groups, registered charities & social enterprises, with preference given to organisations with a turnover of no more than £300,000 per year in each of the last 2 years. The closing date for applications is 5pm on Friday 6th January 2012. Read more
Communities Living Sustainably – applications open    
---------------------------------
The Communities Living Sustainably fund from the Big Lottery will provide money for partnerships that bring together the public, private, voluntary and community sectors to build up to 10 sustainable and resilient communities to help deal with the potential impact of climate change. The deadline for applications is 31st January 2012.


TUPE call for evidence   
---------------------------------
NCVO, ACEVO, Social Enterprise UK, NAVCA, LVSC, BVSC and others are running a survey on the experience of TUPE in the VCSE sector. Find out more about the aims of the survey and what will happen to the evidence from the VSNW website. 


Third sector organisations can access more than £1.2bn from EU   
---------------------------------
An article has been published in Third Sector magazine from Andy Churchill, Network for Europe about the funding that is available from the European Union. 


Volunteer Centre Manchester is open for business    
---------------------------------
The new Volunteer Centre in Manchester will champion volunteering within the city and promote good practice to organisations which involve volunteers.


Funding available to gain an accredited voluntary sector management qualification    
---------------------------------
Developed by the sector for the sector, this highly acclaimed qualification includes key modules to help organisations plan and prepare for a sustainable future.  The course is delivered by Edge Hill University in association with the Lancashire Learning Consortium. For further information and to book a place, visit the Lancashire Learning Consortium website.


Community Budgets – call for evidence    
---------------------------------
The Communities and Local Government Committee has been closely following the development of Community Budgets and plans to carry out a major inquiry into their operation later in the Parliament. The deadline for the call for evidence is Friday 16th December.


Migrant destitution in the North West   
---------------------------------
This report was commissioned after concerns were expressed by member agencies of the North West Regional Strategic Migration Partnership over the recent increase in migrant destitution in the region. Visit the One North West website for the full report. 


Job opportunities   
---------------------------------
2 Administrators, GMCVO
Greater Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisation are looking for two administrators to efficiently record and maintain data and information and related filing systems, support a range of events and courses, professionally service a range of formal meetings, and carry out reception duties. The positions are full time (35 hours per week) and are Manchester-based.

The closing date for applications is 16th December 2011 and more information can be found on the GMCVO website. 

National Citizen Service – Liverpool Coordinator, Sefton CVS

Sefton CVS are looking to recruit a Liverpool Coordinator for the National Citizen Service to be an integral part of the development of the Sefton CVS NCS programme in its first year of delivery.  

The post is on a 0.6 contract based on 21 hours per week and is funded until 1st October 2012 in the first instance. For further information, see the job advert and background information.


Other news   
---------------------------------
The Government has published a response to the public consultation ‘Strengthening Women’s Voices in Government’.

A report from Sheffield Hallam University, Tackling Homophobia and Transphobia in Settings Supporting Young People, examined how LGBT issues are tackled in school and youth work settings in South Yorkshire. 


The TUC have published a toolkit for trade unions, voluntary organisations, community groups and others who want to assess the human rights and equality impact of the spending cuts on women in their communities. Read more. 
A new report from New Philanthropy Capital looks at the role that the arts can play with prisoners and ex-offenders. 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission has launched the findings from their inquiry into the home care system in England. Read more



News from VSNW

Video highlights from VSNW Conference 2011   
---------------------------------
Following our successful conference in early October, Peoples Voice Media have produced a short film capturing a flavour of the conference and the views of several delegates and speakers including Roberta Blackman-Woods MP, Kevin Curley and Debra Allcock Tyler on the issues facing the sector. View the video 


Opening doors event presentations   
---------------------------------
Presentations from the recent VSNW/Clinks Opening doors offender management event held on 29th November are available on the VSNW website.


Health Bulletin 30   
---------------------------------
This edition includes: 


► Department of Health Update

► Guide to help GP's support carers

► UK Core Skills Training Framework for Health

Read more and subscribe
Cabinet Office’s Lottery draft policy     
---------------------------------
Our nationally acclaimed briefing (picked up by NAVCA, NCVO and Directory of Social Change) highlights five points:

► Lottery funds should be the catalyst for innovative social investment
► Commitment to focus on funding the third sector
► Need to adequately define “Social Enterprise”
► Lottery funding should not be a substitute for Government spending
► Funds should be distributed on evidenced need that includes consideration of communities of interest and identity


Read more

VSNW has also produced a briefing note to be sent to MPs on the proposed changes to the Big Lottery Fund. 

Green Bullet #15    
---------------------------------
The latest environmental news from NWEL including a consultation on change to feed-in tariffs, a report on the government's environmental record, forthcoming events and the Natural Environment White Paper

Read more and subscribe 


Lord Speaker visits North West Youth Club    
---------------------------------

On Friday 2nd December, the Rt. Hon. Baroness D’Souza, Lord Speaker of the House of Lords visited Whitemoss Youth Club in Blackley, Greater Manchester. This event was arranged by the Parliamentary Outreach Service, MACC and VSNW. 
Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events

ACEVO’s Youth Unemployment Commission – North West Roundtable with VSNW  
---------------------------------
This roundtable will be an opportunity to feed your views into the ACEVO Youth Unemployement Commission's work, and to network and discuss the issues with other leaders from across the region. For further information, visit our event listing. 

Community Rights Made Real: Getting to Grips with the Localism Bill  
---------------------------------
7th March – St Helens, 14th March  – Tameside
There is a series of events around the North West, organised by Urban Forum and NAVCA in partnership with VSNW, to discuss the new community rights and how they will work in practice. The two December dates are booked up but there will also be events in St Helens and Tameside in March 2012. For further information and to book a place on either March date, visit the VSNW website.
Neighbourhoods NW Regional Policy Forum, 12th December, Manchester
Community Activism and Resilience, 15th December, Manchester
Black Women on the Agenda: Connecting black and ethnic minority women to policy makers, 17th January 2012, Manchester
Campaign for Learning – Working in Partnership, 18th January, Leigh
The Basis Project National Conference, 24th January, Birmingham
Commissioning for Equality, 25th January, Manchester
Social Return On Investment Practitioner Training, 26th-27th January, Manchester
Planning and Delivering Intergenerational Family Learning, 22nd February, Manchester
Inspirational Homes Study Tour, 6th March, Manchester
To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 19th January 2012. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 16th January.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Helen Walker, Information Officer
Email: helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9300
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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