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Bulletin #51: 10th November 2011  
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Chief Executive’s Update

‘The policy environment continues to leave the sector in a haze – lack of clarity about NHS Reform, ongoing issues about the Work Programme and the whole localism agenda – all at a time of great financial uncertainty.  I welcome therefore BIG Lottery’s commitment to continue funding some successful existing projects that would come to an end in the next 18 months – and BIG seems to be one place we can continue to use the phrased ‘Full Cost Recovery’ – the topic of my latest blog.  Since writing the blog I did some of the maths surrounding the Community First grants programme – to discover that some organisations will have to take on some serious responsibility for the grand total of £12.45 per year: we really cannot go on like this!

We are also at the time of year when we are reviewing what VSNW did well and not so well: please take a little time and complete our survey.

Best wishes

Richard

Urgent action


Big Lottery Fund – Consultation on proposed policy directions 
-------------------------
There are only a few days left to reply to the Cabinet Office’s consultation on proposed new Big Lottery Fund policy directions. The results of this consultation will affect how £600m per year funding is used and this will have an enormous impact on the VCS. VSNW has produced a briefing paper and is strongly urging VCS groups to respond to the consultation. 

Groups will need to complete the attached 'Consultation Questions Template' (rich text format). This will then need to be sent to the Cabinet Office by email to biglotteryfundconsultation@cabinet-office.gsi.gov.uk or by post to Deborah Boswell, Cabinet Office, 4/16, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2AS. 

Thanks to those organisations who have already contributed to the consultation. However, it closes at midnight on Friday 18th November. For further information about the consultation and to download supporting information, visit the Cabinet Office website.


Caring for our Future – shared ambitions for care and support 
-------------------------
The ‘Caring for our Future – shared ambitions for care and support’ engagement exercise is the Government’s next step in the reform of social care before the publication of the Care and Support White Paper. It aims to discuss the priorities for improving social care with people who use care and support services, carers, local councils, care providers and the voluntary sector.  
VSNW in partnership with Regional Voices have produced a combined briefing and response document so that you can make your views known on what you feel should be the priorities for the care and support system.  

The document provides you with information as well as a space in which to feed in your response. This will form part of a coordinated response to the Department of Health by VSNW and its partner Regional Voices. Final date for its return to VSNW is Monday 21st November.

News for the VCS in the North West
· As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.

· Please continue also to report any funding cuts at the Voluntary Sector Cuts website.



NWDIP Survey on Personalisation – Open for Responses

-------------------------
Merseyside Disability Federation is carrying out a short survey on personalisation, on behalf of the North West Disability Infrastructure Partnership (NWDIP), to gather your views and experiences. Personalisation will not only require the significant transformation of adult social care but could also change the way the voluntary sector is funded in the next few years.

Please follow the link to take the survey - http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LM5MQ2L. The deadline to complete this is midday on Friday 25th November.
Parts of the information gathered from this survey will then be used in the Government’s White Paper Engagement Exercise which is due to close early December 2011. 


The Lesbian & Gay Foundation ‘I Exist’ Survey 
-------------------------
LGF are inviting people to take part in their "I Exist" survey to help improve services for lesbian, gay and bisexual people. This survey covers a range of issues affecting lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) people, from health to homophobia and relationships to legal rights. 

It will take around 15 minutes to complete, but the answers you give will be used to sustain and improve services for LGB people. You can also be in with a chance to win £500 worth of holiday vouchers, an iPad 2 or £100 worth of shopping vouchers. Complete the survey at http://www.lgf.org.uk/iexist


The Social Value Bill – latest news 
-------------------------
NAVCA have written a helpful summary of the Public Services (Social Value) Bill and its progress. The latest changes to the Bill mean that mandatory local and national social enterprise strategies have been dropped but as NAVCA note, the Bill as it currently stands is still "a significant change as it proposes that public authorities must consider social value".

You can also view the progress of the bill on the Parliament website. 


National Health and Social Care Volunteering Fund 2012 
-------------------------
ECORYS and the Department of Health have announced the launch of the second Health and Social Care Volunteering Fund (HSCVF) national grant scheme. This 2012 scheme provides grants for projects that are tied to DH’s strategic priorities and the fund’s criteria. Each applicant should focus their activities in one of the four new Strategic Health Authority (SHA) clusters and their project must operate across at least four delivery locations / local authorities that are spread across the SHA cluster of their choice. There are four funding themes and applicants must apply under one theme only.
 
Interest should be registered between 24th October and 21st December. For further information, visit the Volunteering Fund website.


Social Impact of the National Planning Policy Framework 
-------------------------
North West Environment Link chair, Andy Yuille, urges groups to talk to their local MP about the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF):

“The consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework is now closed, but there will be feverish activity behind the scenes by lobbyists and civil servants to make amendments to it over the next few months. Government still hopes to have a finalised version of the NPPF published by April, but are now considering allowing Local Authorities an 18-24 month ‘transitional period’ to get their houses in order before applying the new Framework and the presumption in favour of development - but this is not yet guaranteed.

So if you haven’t already, now is the time to write to or visit your MP, tell them your concerns, and ask them to pass them on to the relevant Minister. And ask your colleagues, friends, family and neighbours to do the same! CPRE and The National Trust have up-to-date sample letters that may help you, as may NWEL’s response to the consultation”.

To sign up to the Green Bullet environment bulletin (free of charge), email Andy at andyy@cpre.org.uk with the subject line “Subscribe”.  


Ten Additional National Citizen Service 2012 Delivery Partners Announced 
-------------------------
The Cabinet Office has announced that ten additional delivery partners have been selected to run the National Citizen Service in 2012. There are six 2012 providers based in the North West:

· Bolton Lads and Girls Club 

· Connexions Cumbria Ltd 

· Football League Trust 

· Fylde Coast YMCA 

· Salford Foundation 

· Sefton CVS 

For the full news item, visit the Cabinet Office website


Building Voluntary Sector Skills – Accredited Management Development Programme 
-------------------------
Lancashire Learning Consortium is running this specialist management development programme which is now available to all voluntary, community, third sector & civil society organisations across the North West.

There are four stand-alone modules; Strategic Business & Financial Planning in Voluntary and Third Sector Organisations, Managing People in Voluntary and Third Sector Organisations, Networks, Partnerships and Stakeholder Relations, and Voluntary Sector Governance. 

For more information about the modules as well as the location and entry requirements, visit the VSNW News item. For the latest news on the funding availability and to book your place on this programme, you can visit www.learningconsortium.co.uk. 


Job Opportunities 
-------------------------
Wellbeing Officer, The Lesbian and Gay Foundation
The Lesbian & Gay Foundation are looking for an enthusiastic and engaging individual to support the development and delivery of their wellbeing programme.  

The closing date for applications is noon on Monday 21st November and the interview date is Wednesday 30th November. For further information, and to download a recruitment pack, please visit the website: www.lgf.org.uk/jobs or email eran.voisey@lgf.org.uk or telephone 0161 235 8035.

Financial Adviser, George House Trust
After successfully securing 2 years funding from the United Utilities Trust Fund, the George House Trust is seeking to recruit a Financial Adviser to join their busy office team.

The closing date is 5pm on Monday 28th November and interviews will be held on Monday 12th December. To apply for this position, view the application pack or for further information, contact the GHT office on 0161 274 4499. 

Westwood & Coldhurst Women's Association
The Westwood & Coldhurst Women's Association is a community organisation based in Oldham and they are looking to recruit a Development Worker - Healthy Lifestyles & Support Services and a Development Worker - Employability & Skills Training. The posts are fixed term until December 2014. These posts are for females only and are exempt under the Sex Discriminations Act (1975) Section 7 (2).
For further information and an application form, please visit www.wcwa.co.uk, email info@wcwa.co.uk or collect from OBA Millennium Centre reception - Featherstall Road, Oldham, OL9 6QB. Closing date: Wednesday 16th November at 12pm. 

Receptionist, Bridge 5 Mill
MERCi are looking for a well-organised, friendly and outgoing receptionist. You will run the reception at Bridge 5 Mill (B5M) in Manchester and be the first point of contact for visitors and tenants. You will keep the shared spaces in B5M tidy and clean, and help with the organisation and administration for events and conferences. The post is funded until end of March 2012 with continuation dependant on income/ funding.

Download an application pack from the MERCi website at www.merci.org.uk or call 0161 273 1736 for a printed copy. Closing date for applications: Monday 28th November and interviews date: Wednesday 7th December.


Other news:

- Campaign launched for equal representation of women in British political life by coalition including the Fawcett Society
- EHRC guidance on the Equality Act 2010
- EHRC call for participation in Universal Periodic Review
- General Medical Council public consultation ‘Good Medical Practice’

News from VSNW

VSNW Health Bulletin 29

-------------------------
This edition includes:

· Department of Health update
· The impact of health reforms on deaf BME communities
· Outcome Based Commissioning

Read more and subscribe


Green Bullet #14

-------------------------
Latest environment news including a consultation on the environmental impact of revoking regional strategies, plus campaigning on the National Planning Policy framework, latest news on NW Local Nature Partnership bids, as well as forthcoming events and latest publications. 

Read more


North West Equality and Diversity Group (NWEDG)
-------------------------
The first meeting to re-launch the North West Equality and Diversity Group (NWEDG) took place on 20th September at British Council Office in Manchester. The next meeting will take place on Monday 28th November 2011 in Warrington. You can find out more about this and the group via VSNW News. 

To attend the November meeting, subscribe to updates by email or for further information about NWEDG activities please contact Rosina Ndukwe, Secretariat for NWEDG at rosina@merseydisability.org.uk. Also, the information about NWEDG has recently been updated on the VSNW website. 


Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events

Opening Doors: strategies for the future 
---------------------------------
29th November – Preston
This FREE event, organised by Clinks and Voluntary Sector North West, aims to support small and medium sized criminal justice groups in a rapidly changing environment to creatively explore intelligent and constructive ways forward. Only 50 places are left and booking is essential.


Community Rights Made Real: Getting to Grips with the Localism Bill  
---------------------------------
6th December – Burnley, 13th December – Manchester
There is a series of events around the North West, organised by Urban Forum and NAVCA in partnership with VSNW, to discuss the new community rights and how they will work in practice. There will also be events in St Helens and Tameside in March 2012. For further information and to book a place on either December date, visit our website

Growing Our Strengths Promote and Discover Event, 15th November, Cumbria
The Equality Deficit - defending opportunity and fairness against the cuts, 16th November, London
Winning Public Services Contracts Masterclasses, 17th-18th November, Salford
Manchester Beacon Summit - Annual Celebration, 17th November, Manchester
The People's Budget - Tameside Workshop, 17th November, Ashton-under-Lyne
Healthy Communities: Taking Action in Blackburn with Darwen, 18th November, Blackburn
So! VolTech - North West Conference on Social Media & Technology, 19th November, Blackpool
Social Return on Investment Practitioner Training, 22nd-23rd November, Manchester
Prosperity for All? GMCVO AGM and Presentation, 22nd November, Manchester
Manchester Net Tuesday – November, 22nd November, Manchester
Localism - coming to your area soon, 22nd November, London
From Rhetoric to Reality: the case for values in work, 23rd November, Liverpool
Turn2us Financial Workshop, 24th November, Manchester
The Truth About TB - Training for Third Sector Organisations, 28th-29th November, Manchester
Local Economic Development and Tackling Poverty: Making the Links, 28th November, Manchester
Conference on Resilience and Survival Strategies, 1st December, Manchester
Collecting and Interpreting Data to Make Your Point, 1st December, Manchester
Big society, good society, our society: reshaping society and why it matters, 1st December, Manchester
An Introduction to Therapeutic Work with People with Learning Disabilities, 3rd December, Preston
Can plural models for service delivery deliver great social outcomes as well as efficiencies?, 5th December, Manchester
Growing Our Strengths Promote and Discover Event, 6th December, Warrington
Healthy Communities: Meeting Needs & Aspirations in Trafford, 7th December, Sale
Future for Public Services, 7th December, Manchester
From Law into Practice: making the Equality Act 2010 work for you, 7th December, Salford
Salford Social Media Surgery, 8th December, Salford
ACEVO/NCVO Localism Conference 2011, 9th December, Birmingham
Community Activism and Resilience, 15th December, Manchester
Commissioning for Equality, 25th January 2012, Manchester
Inspirational Homes Study Tour, 6th March, Manchester


To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 1st December. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 28th November.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Helen Walker, Information Officer
Email: helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9300
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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