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Bulletin #50: 20 October 2011  
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.

CONTENTS

Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update 

· Urgent actions: 
Open for All? Equality Research Launched

One North West – Reading the Riots Project

Public Sector Contracting and TUPE Course – limited places available
· News for the VCS round-up: 
Big Lottery Fund – Consultation on proposed policy directions 
Austerity measures are hitting children's charities hardest - New report
Cabinet Office Update for the North West - October
Opportunity to join the Heritage Lottery Fund committee for the North West

Big Lottery Fund’s Silver Dream Fund launched
Opportunity to participate in the Silver Dream Fund panel
£3m from Big Lottery Fund ‘Reaching Communities’ given to projects in the North West 
· VSNW News: 
The Open for All? VSNW Conference – A Great Success

Open Public Services White Paper (OPSWP) consultation submission

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

Our latest bulletin comes on the back of a hugely successful conference.  We will circulate our key learning from this shortly as well as post a video showing the highlights of the day.  Thank you to everyone who contributed and in particular to the staff team and partners who made the day run smoothly.

There is however little time to stand still, we held an event for the Future Forum on the health reforms earlier this week and have another Big Society roundtable with DCLG on Friday to add to our earlier one with Department of Health.  We will publish the briefings from these events so you stay up to date.

I will leave it short and encourage you to read the briefings in this bulletin, but please pay particular attention to the Big Lottery briefing and consider responding directly to this yourself – the more who provide feedback the better!

Best wishes

Richard
Urgent actions
Open for All? Equality Research Launched

-------------------------
The North West Infrastructure Partnership commissioned the Centre for Local Economic Strategies and the Centre for Local Policy Studies to research the impact of current policy on equalities and the specialist organisations that deliver to some of our most marginalised communities.

The research process lasted 8 months, included 15 issue-specific focus groups, and involved over 250 voluntary and community sector organisations from across the North West. It looked at:

· The equalities impact of policy agendas around localism, big society, welfare, health, and economic growth;
· The socio-economic implications of a reduced focus on equality;
· The values of equalities focused voluntary and community sector organisations;
· The applicability of impacts and implications to the North West.
The executive summary was launched at the recent VSNW Conference and the full report will be available shortly.

One North West – Reading the Riots Project

-------------------------
Dan Silver from One North West has been appointed to work with the Guardian/London School of Economics with their Reading the Riots project. The project will involve over 30 researchers across the country doing one hour interviews with people involved in the riots and a wide range of research by partners leading to a solid report with recommendations and coverage in the national press. 

Dan is looking for further peopIe to interview who may have been involved in the riots. The interviews would be absolutely confidential and provide people with a true opportunity to have their voice heard. If you belong to an organisation that work with communities who would like to contribute to this project, please call Dan on 0161 276 9305 or email daniel.silver@vsnw.org.uk. The interviews only last for October.
 
For more information: http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/series/reading-the-riots


Public Sector Contracting and TUPE
-------------------------
There are only a few places left on the Public Sector Contracting and TUPE course that will be hosted by VSNW and NCVO. It will be led by Owen Wilcox of TPP Law on Thursday 3rd November 2011 at St Thomas Centre, Manchester. Owen was the solicitor who supported VSNW in setting up The North West Third Sector SPV Ltd and has extensive skills and experience in supporting the Third Sector. 

The cost is £75 per delegate. Places are strictly limited so if you would like to attend, please e-mail karen.rigg@vsnw.org.uk to reserve a place.  



News for the VCS in the North West
· As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.

· Please continue also to report any funding cuts at the Voluntary Sector Cuts website.

Big Lottery Fund - Consultation on proposed policy directions
-------------------------
The Cabinet Office is consulting on proposed new Big Lottery Fund policy directions. The results of this consultation will affect how £600m per year funding is used and this will have an enormous impact on the VCS. The majority of BIG's funding has previously been directed at the VCS. VSNW has produced a briefing paper and is strongly urging VCS groups to consider the following five points and let Cabinet Office know what you think:

• The Third Priority: the social investment market
• Percentage going to VCS groups
• Defining social enterprise
• Being clear about the principle of additionality
• Equity and evidence of need
 

The more groups who respond to the consultation, the better chance we have of protecting this vital source of funding for the sector. The consultation process does not allow for formal collective responses but you can visit the VSNW website for further details of how groups can respond. Closing date for responses – 18th November.


Austerity measures are hitting children's charities hardest - New report

-------------------------
'The Ripple Effect' paints a picture of the children's voluntary sector as heavily reliant on government funding and less likely to received funding from the private sector. Just over half of the children's voluntary sector relies on statutory funding, as opposed to only 38% of the wider voluntary sector. Similarly, children's charities receive only 1% of their funding from corporate sources, compared to an average of 4% for the entire voluntary sector.

A free PDF copy of the report is available from the NCB website or a hard copy can be ordered.

Cabinet Office Update for the North West

-------------------------
A Cabinet Office Local Intelligence Update for October is provided by the Office for Civil Society’s Local Intelligence Team in the North West and this month includes details for the Community First programme and the OCS’s new Social Action Fund. 

Opportunity to join the Heritage Lottery Fund committee for the North West

-------------------------
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) distributes the heritage share of funds raised by the National Lottery. Since 1994, HLF has invested over £528 million in the North West's heritage through more than 3,150 projects, with awards ranging from hundreds to several million pounds. They are now seeking to appoint a new committee member. The committee makes decisions on grant between £50,000 and £1 million. The committee also provides a crucial country perspective to the Board on larger grants, on applications within targeted programmes and on the funding priorities for the North West. 

For more information, visit www.hlf.org.uk, email decisionmakers@hlf.org.uk or telephone 020 7591 6014. Closing date - 31st October 2011.


Big Lottery Fund’s Silver Dream Fund launched
-------------------------
Big Lottery Fund’s Silver Dream Fund, in association with the Daily Mail, offers a new opportunity for groups to test out a range of ideas about new ways to support older people, whilst building on the wealth of experience and skills that they have to offer to others, including their families, neighbourhoods, and local communities. The aim of the fund is to support projects that come up with a great idea that will pioneer ways to help vulnerable older people deal more effectively with life-changing events. 

If you want to find out more about this opportunity and how to submit your idea, you can visit the Big Lottery Fund website or contact the Big Advice Line on 0845 4 10 20 30. The closing date for the initial submission of ideas is 28 October 2011.


Opportunity to participate in the Silver Dream Fund panel 
-------------------------
As part of the Silver Dream Fund decision making process, it is critical that older people have a real and meaningful input and therefore the Big Lottery Fund are looking to recruit three older people willing to be part of the decision making panel. This advisory panel will decide which projects are awarded funding through the fund. They will join Big Lottery Fund committee members and independent experts to select which groups will receive between £50,000 and £200,000 each to test and develop innovative new projects to help older people.

Applicants to join the panel must be aged 50 or over, with personal experience of the issues and concerns facing older people. They must be available for meetings in March next year. Reasonable travel and accommodation expenses will be paid.

Anyone interested in obtaining a short application form to sit on the panel should email silverdreams@dailymail.co.uk. The closing date for completed applications will be 28th October.


£3m from Big Lottery Fund ‘Reaching Communities’ given to projects in the North West 
-------------------------
More than £14million from the Big Lottery Fund has been given to a range of health projects as part of the Reaching Communities programme. In total 59 organisations across England are taking a share of the funding including 12 projects in the North West for a total of £3m. Further information on the announcement, including a full list of grants, is available from the Big Lottery Fund website.

News from VSNW

The Open for All? VSNW Conference – A Great Success
-------------------------
Over 140 people from across the North West attended the VSNW Conference on 4th October in Manchester. Attendees benefited from participating in a range of workshops and networking opportunities. Guest speakers included Roberta Blackman-Woods MP, Neil McInroy (CLES CEO) Kevin Curley (NAVCA CEO), Sir Stephen Bubb (ACEVO CEO), and Debra Allcock Tyler (DSC CEO). 

Below are just some of the comments received about the conference:


 “Great to meet other people from the voluntary sector to find out what challenges they are facing and look at ways we can work together. Chris Larkin, The Stroke Association
“Fascinating event. Got under the skin of government VCS policy and plenty of ideas for way forward too.” Neil McInroy, CLES

 “Great to hear so many different & same views from the floor from local charities & community groups at VSNW annual conference.” Dr Catherine Walker, DCS

Many of the workshop presentations are now available on the VSNW website and a film from the day will be available soon. 


Open Public Services White Paper (OPSWP) consultation submission
-------------------------
Reflecting on the five principles of OPSWP (accountability, fairness, diversity of provider, choice and decentralism), VSNW's submission seeks a model of public services that can provide effective and innovative answers for specific communities rather than a model most acceptable to the largest block of 'customers'. 

In this context, VSNW's submission considers how the voluntary and community sector can play its part in supporting the development of diverse markets. 

Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
Parliament Week 2011 
-------------------------
The UK Parliament's outreach team, in association with VSNW, will be running a morning conference which explores the Parliamentary processes available to individuals and organisations as part of their campaigning work. Workshops will include Your Campaigning Toolkit - the tools you need for a successful Parliamentary campaign, using the Parliament website effectively and Influencing emerging legislation. 

For further details and to register, please contact Hannah Roberts on 07917488950 or robertsha@parliament.uk 


Opening Doors: strategies for the future
-------------------------
As the North West part of the Clinks’ Sustainable Funding Roadshow and in partnership with VSNW, Opening Doors: strategies for the future aims to support small and medium sized criminal justice groups in a rapidly changing environment to creatively explore intelligent and constructive ways forward. It will be held on 29th November in Preston. 

Further information and a booking form are available from the VSNW website. 
National Take Part Day 2011, 26th October, Manchester
ACEVO Health & Social Care Conference, 27th October, Liverpool

The Challenge Network Volunteer Fair, 27th October, Wigan
Empowering the Voluntary Sector, 27th October, Manchester
Big Society? Snapshots from the frontline, 28th October, Manchester
Can Fairness Commissions reduce inequality in the North West?, 29th October, Manchester

Locality ’11: Communities Ambitious for Change, 1st-2nd November, Manchester
Staying Connected Conference, 2nd November, Chorley
Building Consortia and Working in Partnerships, 2nd November, Manchester

Resilience for Community Groups, 3rd November, Preston

From Law into Practice – Equality Act 2010, 4th November, Manchester

Moving Upstream: The Triple Prize of Preventative Government, 8th November, Ormskirk
New Start/CLES Think Time – Return of the riots, 11th November, Manchester
Growing our Strengths Promote and Discover Event, 15th November, Cumbria

So! Voltech – North West Conference on Social Media & Technology, 19th November, Blackpool
Social Return on Investment Practitioner Training, 22nd-23rd November, Manchester

Turn2us Financial Workshop, 24th November, Manchester

The Truth About TB – Training for Third Sector Organisations, 28th-29th November, Manchester

Conference on Resilience and Survival Strategies, 1st December, Manchester

Growing our Strengths Promote and Discover Event, 6th December, Warrington

Commissioning for Equality, 25th January 2012, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 10th November. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 7th November.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Helen Walker, Information Officer
Email: helen.walker@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9300
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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