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Bulletin #29: 2 September 2010 
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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· Chief Executive’s update 

· Big Society news: Future North West: our shared priorities, influencing the Spending Review, VSNW response to National Lottery Shares consultation, apprenticeships for the VCS, volunteer management skills research, refresh of DoH volunteering vision
· VSNW Events: Listen Value Invest: the conference, Investing and Influencing in the North West, Advocating Intelligent Commissioning
· VSNW News: Summary of NWEL Bulletin #3 and VSNW Health Bulletin #15
· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

Dear colleagues,

The summer usually provides us with an opportunity to slow down the pace and catch up with all those things we should have done several months ago – not so this year! The stream of announcements, consultation launches and decisions coming out from the new government simply hasn’t let up. 

I am struck by the range of new geographies that are emerging: Local Enterprise Partnerships, GP commissioning, Area Based Budgeting, Local Integrated Services, sub regions, local authorities – and possibly still in some cases regions! It is clear we will not be able to organise all our services on all of these footprints, and a key issue for the sector is that we work out who we need to influence, and the levels at which we need to have a voice. 
With that in mind, VSNW has been working hard over the summer to ensure our upcoming free events will help you make sense of this changing landscape. Our consultation event with the Department of Health on the NHS White Paper next week is now fully booked, and we look forward to working with the sector to deliver a meaningful response to its recommendations. Later this month, Listen Value Invest: the conference will be a key opportunity to join some of the dots and participate in conversations with decision-makers, then in October, Influencing and Investing in the North West will provide delegates with the opportunity to develop effective influencing skills. I recommend both these events highly and encourage you to book on asap, as places are limited.
Looking ahead, the Office for Civil Society will be launching a consultation on the future of infrastructure at some point in the next few weeks. This was originally scheduled for August, but it now looks likely that our responses will have to be considered after the October Spending Review has been concluded. We will be running a consultation event – details to be confirmed shortly after the consultation launch.

While these are confusing times, I’m encouraged by the appetite of the sector to engage meaningfully with our changing political, financial and social context. There will no doubt be difficult decisions and challenges ahead, but VSNW will continue to champion the sector’s role in improving lives, regenerating communities and supporting economic growth.

All the best,

Richard Caulfield



Big Society news round-up


Future North West consultation now open
---------------------------
Future North West: Our Shared Priorities was published in August and provides a high-level statement of strategic priorities and framework for activity over the next 20 years. It builds on a substantial programme of work by private, public and third sector partners from the length and breadth of the North West, originally undertaken to support the development of the regional Strategy (RS2010) but now underpins Future North West. Views and comments should be submitted by 8 October. Delegates at Listen Value Invest: the conference will have the opportunity to contribute to a response during a dedicated workshop.
Environmental priorities of the Future North West consultation
------------------------------

VSNW Briefing #40, provided by North West Environment Link, delivers information on the background and development of Future North West: our shared priorities, and how it will be used. It also outlines the key environmental provisions and advises how to respond to the consultation.

Influencing the Spending Review – update

--------------------------------
As part of the Spending Review, each government department has published draft Structural Reform Plans and monthly updates. These are key documents for helping to shape your responses and submissions to the Spending Review and the VSNW website contains links to updates and briefings that provide useful guidance. There is now also a Political Reform Plan which is partly cross-departmental.

VSNW response to the National Lottery Shares consultation

--------------------------------
The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has proposed that 20 per cent of the Big Lottery Fund funding pot is transferred by 2012 to Arts, Heritage and Sports funding pots - this could equate to over £150m per year over the next five years. In its submission to the consultation, VSNW questions the thoroughness of the Impact Assessment, calls for a more fully developed rationale for the policy change based on VCS need, and calls for reconsideration of the proposed phased April 2011 change.

Apprenticeships for the VCS and volunteer management skills research
------------------------
Expanding apprenticeships is a large part of the agenda for reforming the UK skills system. Skills-Third Sector has carried out an extensive consultation with a wide range of organisations to determine the needs of the voluntary and community sector around apprenticeships, and will be developing new apprenticeship frameworks as a result. Skills – Third Sector has also just released research into the skills needs of people who manage volunteers, revealing that more investment in training and development is needed if volunteers are to play their full intended role in building the Big Society.
Refresh of DoH Volunteering vision
------------------------------
The Department of Health report Volunteering – involving people and communities in delivering health and social care services (March 2010) will be refreshed in the light of the Big Society. While this will entail some changes in language, it is important that the document’s content and recommendations, which were produced with a huge amount of time and effort from third sector groups, is not lost. NAVCA and Volunteering England will be involved in this work; to feed in your views contact Katy Wing at NAVCA or Alan Strickland at Volunteering England. 


Big Society Policy Resource

---------------------------------
As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.


VSNW events
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Listen Value Invest: the conference, Wednesday 29 September
------------------------------------




Come and find out how the third sector can deliver for England’s North West in our changing political landscape. We are pleased to announce that the keynote speaker will be the Right Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons. This free event for staff and volunteers working in third sector infrastructure organisations in the North West will also feature:

· Speakers from key policy-making bodies in the North West.

· Workshops to help you understand the regional context and influence the decision-makers who matter.

· Exhibition featuring key regional infrastructure groups and how they can support your work.

Click here for more information, a full programme, and to book your place.
North West Community Empowerment Practitioners' Forum

-------------------------------

The next networking event for community empowerment practitioners and community development workers is 15th September at Preston CVS. 

Influencing and Investing in the North West
--------------------------
As the Big Society becomes big news for the VCS against a backdrop of cuts, we ask the government and statutory agencies to listen to, value and invest in the sector. VSNW, together with bassac and NAVCA, invites you to join us on 13 October in Warrington for a day of debate and discussion around how we influence the decision-making agenda for the region. Speakers include Julian Dobson, Editorial Director of New Start Magazine and Richard Caulfield, VSNW Chief Executive. Places are limited so book early for this free event.


North West Advocating Intelligent Commissioning seminar
-------------------------------------------
This interactive NAVCA seminar on 27 October in Manchester is being run in partnership with VSNW and is for staff from local support and development organisations. By the end of the day you will be equipped to champion good practice in the commissioning of public services.

More news from VSNW

NWEL Bulletin #3
-----------------------------
Included in the latest bulletin from North West Environment Link:

· Landscape and Localism

· Review of Environmental Impact Regulations

· Job vacancy – Marine Conservation Officer at NW Wildlife Trusts

To read the full NWEL Bulletin and to find out how to subscribe, click here.


VSNW Health Bulletin #15
-----------------------------
Included in the latest VSNW Health Bulletin:

· VSNW Briefing #34: Analysis of the Voluntary Sector Social Care Workforce in the NW
· NHS Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition
· Refreshing the National Carers Strategy
To read the full Health Bulletin and to find out how to subscribe, click here.

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news


Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
· Free training on combating poverty and social exclusion, 8 and 14 September, Manchester
· Regional consultation seminar on delivery and funding of adult learning, 8 September, Blackburn
· Roundtable event on a national skills strategy for the voluntary sector, 10 September, Manchester
· Engaging government and Parliament (ACEVO training event in partnership with VSNW, free to infrastructure organisations), 13 September, Manchester
· Olympics 2012 volunteering event, 28 September, Manchester
· NICE CVD Prevention Showcase, 30 September, Liverpool
· Churches, housing and rural communities, 13 October, Penrith
· E-safety and youth arts, 14 October, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 23 September. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 20 September.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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