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Bulletin #28: 12 August 2010  
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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· VSNW News: Follow up to Health White Paper consultation and briefing; VSNW Briefing #39: Coping with Cuts; VSNW Briefing #38: Analysis of the Voluntary Sector Social Care workforce in the North West; Summary of NWEL Bulletin #2.
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· News from the sector: Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

I’m writing this introduction as I get back in the office from a question and answer session with Prime Minister and an invited audience. Unfortunately I never got to put my question, but perhaps I can relay some of what I heard him say – and some of what he did not say:

· He didn’t say “Big Society,” once;

· He did say he wanted to “…release the voluntary and community sector to deal with drug problems…”;

· He did say that Local Enterprise Partnerships are key to driving the economy forward and talked of the private and the public sector working in partnership on this together;

· He did not mention the voluntary and community sector, or social enterprise, when talking about LEPs;

· He did say payment by results was important to moving the Government  agenda forward, especially on the Work Programme.
So my un-asked and unanswered question is:

Given the cuts we are seeing in grant funding and other sources of income for the sector due to the cuts in the Area Based Grant, Working Neighbourhoods Fund and the £11.5 million announced by the OCS last week, to name but three; and the move to huge Prime Contracts in the work programme, along with payments by results; what current government policies will ‘release’ the voluntary and community sector? 

It is important we make our voices heard: the government has got to value the sector in its work to deliver on the agenda of Big Society but that requires some shift in current policy to take place: two pieces of action you can take to help increase the role and influence of the sector is to lobby your local authority to involve the sector in their Local Enterprise Partnership discussions, and secondly to encourage organizations to sign the petition relating to government’s presence in the regions which features below.
Looking further ahead, there is a great opportunity to have your say on the NHS White Paper at our consultation event on 7 September, and then you can come and find out more about how the sector can deliver for the North West in our changing political landscape at Listen Value Invest: the conference on 29 September. I strongly recommend both these events!
Best wishes 

Richard
Urgent action: please cascade this information

Take action NOW to support government presence in the regions
--------------------------------------
Since their inception in 1994, regional Government Offices have played a key role in:

· Connecting government departments with localities

· Joining up government to simplify local relationships with government
· Supporting voluntary and community sector engagement locally, across the sub-regions, and nationally, especially in decision-making processes.

In order to support local communities to engage with and influence central government, we believe it is vital that government has a presence that is closer than Westminster. Read our message to our members explaining why we think there has been some flawed analysis of Government Offices' role.

Please add your organisation's name to our petition to ask government to to halt its decision to close regional government offices and carry out a full consultation with stakeholders in order to identify which elements of Government Offices' work are vital to the decentralisation of power from Westminster. More than 100 groups across the region signed the petition in its first three days – please join them now and circulate this information more widely.

New government news round-up

Call to deliver the National Citizens’ Service
--------------------------
Following the Prime Minister’s recent announcement of plans for National Citizen Service pilots, a competitive commissioning process was launched on Monday 2 August. The call for expressions of interest is now open until the deadline of 12pm on 25 August.

Sector asked for ‘more for less’ ideas
----------------------------
Having asked public sector staff and the general public, the government is now asking third sector organisations for cost-saving suggestions on how to improve or provide frontline services in new ways. In the context of the current and forthcoming programmes of large-scale cuts, contributors may wish to emphasise service improvement and innovation ideas.
Consultation on radical reforms to policing

-----------------------------
Policing in the 21st Century: Reconnecting Police and the People sets out the government's vision for policing, including a greater role for members of the public in cutting crime. The deadline for responses to the consultation is 20 September.

Consultation on the new Regional Growth Fund
------------------------------
The government is consulting on the new £1 billion Regional Growth Fund which will provide support for projects that offer significant potential for sustainable economic growth and can create new private sector employment. 

Big Society, Localism and the BME Third Sector

------------------------------------

VSNW partner One North West has produced a short briefing, Big Society, Localism and the BME Third Sector, raising concerns that the shift of power from Westminster to local people might impact disproportionately on the BME sector and communities throughout the North West.  

Big Society Policy Resource
---------------------------------
As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector. 

Other news:

· Office for Civil Society announces VCS cuts of £11 million
· Children and young people: summary of implications of the new government
· Influencing the Spending Review
· The Alternative Vote (AV) Referendum question
· Office for Civil Society to re-run the National Survey of Charities and Social Enterprises 
(previously the National Survey of the Third Sector)
· Rundown of members of the Cabinet Social Justice Committee
· Defra cuts funding to the Sustainable Development Commission


News from VSNW

Follow up to Health White Paper
--------------------------
Following the publication of Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS, a series of consultation papers and review document have been released. It is important that as many support and frontline VCS organisations as possible respond to the consultation process, which will include a North West event on 7 September in Manchester (please book early to reserve your place). For more information on the possible implications for the voluntary and community sector, read VSNW Briefing #37 which outlines some of the key issues.
Coping with cuts
------------------------
Gain insights into the current agenda of cuts and how your organisation can adapt now through VSNW Briefing #39: Coping with Cuts. Provided by Cheryl Turner, who has extensive experience in the voluntary sector, it also contains guidance on how you can prove the value of your work. The Listen Value Invest campaign resources also provide further guidance on telling your stories and demonstrating your value.
Analysis of the Voluntary Sector Social Care Workforce in North West
----------------------------
Skills for Care has produced an analysis of the Voluntary Sector Social Care workforce in the North West using the most recent data from the National Minimum Data Sets. VSNW briefing #38 provides information on the data, workforce turnover, reasons for leaving, pay and qualifications.

Summary of North West Environment Link Bulletin #2
--------------------------------
Included in this bulletin:

· Government review of National Waste Policy

· An invitation to shape the Nature of England

· Pathfinders to become ‘Ecohoods’
Read the full bulletin on the VSNW website. To keep up to date with key environmental issues and the work of NWEL, subscribe to the bulletin by emailing pwilson@lancswt.org.uk with the subject line “Subscribe”.

VSNW events
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Listen Value Invest: the conference, Wednesday 29 September
------------------------------------




Come and find out how the third sector can deliver for England’s North West in our changing political landscape. We are pleased to announce that the keynote speaker will be the Right Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons. This free event for staff and volunteers working in third sector infrastructure organisations in the North West will also feature:

· Speakers from key policy-making bodies in the North West.

· Workshops to help you understand the regional context and influence the decision-makers who matter.

· Exhibition featuring key regional infrastructure groups and how they can support your work.

Click here for more information and to book your place.

The Health White Paper consultation
-----------------------------
VSNW, in partnership with our national network Regional Voices, is holding a consultation event on Tuesday 7 September at Manchester Town Hall. Featuring senior speakers from the Dept of Health, the event will give you the opportunity to learn more about the proposed changes through the White Paper as well as having the chance to attend four interactive workshops to discuss issues in depth and to provide feedback directly to those leading the consultations.

North West Advocating Intelligent Commissioning seminar
-------------------------------------------
This interactive NAVCA seminar on 27 October in Manchester is being run in partnership with VSNW and is for staff from local support and development organisations. By the end of the day you will be equipped to champion good practice in the commissioning of public services.
News for the sector

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news

· Big Lottery Fund seeks organisations to run its new Big Local Trust
· Urban Forum free membership offer
· Charity Bank offering preferential loan rates to charities and community groups

Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
· Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans meeting, 21 August, Manchester
· Whose future is it anyway? Calling time on the Big Society, 27 August, Manchester
· Free training on combating poverty and social exclusion, 8 and 14 September, Manchester
· Engaging government and Parliament (ACEVO training event in partnership with VSNW, free to infrastructure organisations), 13 September, Manchester
· Roundtable event on a national skills strategy for the voluntary sector, 10 September, Manchester
· Churches, housing and rural communities, 13 October, Penrith

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 2 September. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Tuesday 31 August.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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