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Bulletin #25: 1 July 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.

CONTENTS

Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update 

· Big Society news: Big Society policy resource; Cabinet Office plans to build the Big Society; Social Impact Bonds explained
· VSNW News: Third Sector SPV open for membership; presentations from Personalisation conference available
· VSNW Events: Listen Value Invest: the conference now open for bookings; NCVO/VSNW Foresight training; Influencing Parliament and the passage of a Bill
· News for the sector: Call for applications for the Social Enterprise Mentoring Programme. Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

Everybody is talking about the Big Society at the moment: either that, or ‘cuts’. 

I have recently had the opportunity to discuss it with colleagues, at a roundtable with GONW and also in a small group with Nick Hurd – The Minister for Civil Society. It is still very much a concept and you can view the lack of clarity on what it is as either a positive or a negative.  Focusing on the positive, we have to look at how we can shape the vision and identify our contribution as a sector: the Listen Value Invest campaign still has resonance; government must listen to the third sector in the shaping of the vision and value the activity that currently exists – we must not allow the desire to make everything seem ‘new’ allow some of the excellent work out there be lost and forgotten. Finally we do need to see the investment: if Big Society is the new contract between the state and the citizen, if it is to be about changing the balance between government and society, then the resource shift must follow. I intend to stay positive, so will say no more!

But it is difficult to stay positive once we start to discuss the cuts – I cannot recall a time when we have seen in-year cuts in the way we are now seeing them. VSNW is gathering information on what is happening in the region and we are interested to hear your experiences: what cuts have you suffered? How have they been communicated? Has the Compact been breached? Is there any evidence of services being taken in-house by public sector agencies? Equally, are there examples of good practice we can show: consultation, third sector involvement in budget changes? We will use the evidence in our further discussions with government and to lobby for greater sector involvement at all levels as we see the cuts take a hold.

Good luck over the coming weeks and months ahead – these are undoubtedly difficult but interesting times – if you think there is anything we can be doing to support the sector at VSNW please do let me know. 

In the meantime, bookings are now open for Listen Value Invest: the conference on 29 September, which will feature a keynote address from the Right Hon John Bercow MP, the Speaker of the House of Commons. Do come along to discuss how we can continue to deliver for the North West in a changing political environment.
Regards

Richard


Big Society news round-up

Big Civil Society policy resource
------------------------------
As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector. 
Cabinet Office plans to build Big Society
-------------------------------
The Cabinet Office Structural Reform Plan provides further detail on how Civil Society will be supported to build the Big Society vision. The plan states that it will “encourage more Social Action and strengthen the voluntary sector through a programme to make it easier to run a voluntary sector organisation, get more resources into the sector and make it easier for the sector to work with the State.” The Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, has also launched a consultation on “restoring civil liberties, repealing unnecessary laws and cutting business and third sector regulations,” including addressing bureaucracy that undermines third sector effectiveness and impact.
Research reveals gaps between rhetoric and reality of Big Society plans
------------------------------
The government’s Big Society plans envisage a key role for social enterprises in delivering public services and supporting community action. But a new report by the leading think tank ippr north, for North West Together We Can, the regional empowerment partnership, reveals that without support, community and social enterprise will not be able to rise to the challenge of the Big Society.


Social Impact Bonds
-------------------------------
The Young Foundation and Social Finance have been developing a number of finance models; VSNW Briefing #34 draws on the work of the two organisations to explain Social Impact Bonds and their potential role. There is a strong recognition that early intervention in areas of social need leads to long term benefits both in terms of social gain and to central government finances. However, there has been no sharing of these benefits with either local authorities or third sector organisations providing the services which lead to these gains. Social Impact Bonds aim to address this. 

Other news:
· Election Unplugged II: Northern reflections on the coalition’s plans for government

· Seeing the Wood for the Trees: speech by Ed Cox of ippr north on challenges and changing policies for the third sector.

· RS2010: an update from the NWDA of how the regional strategy will go forward

· Vetting & Barring scheme to be halted and scaled back
· More details of initial cuts in local government funding streams



News from VSNW

Third Sector SPV
---------------------------
The North West Third Sector SPV Ltd is open for membership applications from Thursday 1 July 2010. The SPV is an independent organisation, developed in partnership by VSNW and the infrastructure members of the North West Learning & Skills Network, which aims to enable the VCS in the region to tender for large-scale learning, skills and employability contracts on a regional basis. Organisations working with this agenda are invited to apply at: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SPV. For further information please email: karen.rigg@vsnw.org.uk 
Personalisation Conference 29 June
--------------------------------

Following the successful Personalisation Conference held at the Reebok Stadium in Bolton on 29June, the presentations of the four key note speakers can be downloaded at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health. More information, presentations and links will follow shortly.
VSNW events
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Listen Value Invest: the conference, Wednesday 29 September
------------------------------------




Come and find out how the third sector can deliver for England’s North West in our changing political landscape. We are pleased to announce that the keynote speaker will be the Right Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons. This free event for staff and volunteers working in third sector infrastructure organisations in the North West will also feature:
· Speakers from key policy-making bodies in the North West.

· Workshops to help you understand the regional context and influence the decision-makers who matter.

· Exhibition featuring key regional infrastructure groups and how they can support your work.

Click here for more information and to book your place.
VSNW and NCVO Foresight training
--------------------------------------
Give the change of government and pending budget cuts, the sector is facing massive challenges and changes. VSNW and NCVO’s Third Sector Foresight Team will be working together over the next few months to help you understand how the world is changing and how organisations in our region can use this knowledge to make better strategic decisions.
Training workshops will take place on Tuesday 6 July (for CEOs and chairs) and Thursday 8 July (for development workers). For more information about Foresight and the issues it touches on, you can read this article, Facing the Future without Fear. As part of the partnership, NCVO is offering free bulk copies of its Future Focus guides to infrastructure organisations.
The passage of a Bill and how to influence the process
--------------------------------------------
As part of the VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach Get Involved Series, these new events will explore the process of legislation and how to engage with it, campaigning strategies to influence legislation and a basic introduction to Parliament and engagement on Wednesday 21 July in Warrington.
News for the sector

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news

Call for applications for Social Enterprise NW’s mentoring programme

-----------------------------------------------
Social Enterprise North West's second Mentoring Programme for social enterprises and enterprising third sector organisations will start in July 2010 and applications are now being invited for the programme.


Other news:
· Consultation on the distribution of Lottery money
· British Council Active Citizens: call for partners
· Chair sought for Future North West Forum
· New resources from Volunteering England
· Personal development budgets for CEOs of infrastructure organisations
· EHRC calls for evidence on disability-related harassment
· Are you in the NW Regional Offender Health Team’s directory?
Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events

· Resilient places: the future for local economic development. 13-14 July, Manchester.
· Health and social care: implications for the third sector after the Election. 14 July, London.
· The New Work Programme Conference: what does this mean for the local voluntary sector? 15 July, Manchester
· Climate Change and planning. 20 July, Manchester.
· Good governance: addressing better governance in voluntary and community organisations, 22 July, Manchester.
· Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans meeting, 21 August, Manchester
· Roundtable event on a national skills strategy for the voluntary sector, 10 September, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Wednesday 21 July. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 19 July.
· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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