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Bulletin #23: 28 April 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.

CONTENTS

Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update 

· Listen Value Invest: Listen Value Invest: the conference, sign the declaration, submit your stories
· Health: Individual budgets and personalisation, summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #11 
· News update: Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  

· Events: North West Tendering & Procurement training programme, FREE places on accredited courses, new Influencing Parliament date. Further events listing at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 
· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update
Whatever the outcome of next week’s election, commissioning and procurement issues are going to continue to be huge issues for the voluntary and community sector. Thanks to support from the North West Development Agency, we are delighted to be able to offer a fantastic programme of opportunities for third sector organisations to develop their knowledge and skills in this area.  See below for more details and dates of further training – I strongly encourage you to take up these opportunities.
We are also pressing on with our work on Listen Value Invest and want to hear more of your stories so we can feature them on the website. We also want you to sign the declaration, as well as asking your local decision-makers to sign the pledge that commits them to listen, value and invest. Please sign up and get involved: together we can make a difference. Let’s make sure that politicians from all parties understand our offer and the importance of the role of the third sector.

Finally, a date for your diary. Listen Value Invest: the conference will take place on Thursday 24 June, and is aimed at third sector infrastructure and support organisations across the region. More details of the programme will be confirmed in May, but suffice to say, one of the hot topics for the day will be looking at how we can continue to deliver for the North West in a changing political context.

See you on the other side!

Richard Caulfield

Chief Executive, VSNW

Listen Value Invest
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Our event for third sector infrastructure and support organisations will take place on Thursday 24 June at the Innovation Centre in Salford. While the programme is still to be confirmed, this free event will feature speakers from important policy-makers in the North West, workshops to help you and your organisation understand the regional context and influence decision-makers who matter, and an exhibition featuring the key regional infrastructure organisations. More information will follow in May.
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The Listen Value Invest declaration
----------------------------------
Now that the General Election has been called, it is vital that we call upon prospective parliamentary candidates and then the incoming government to commit to listen, value and invest in the Third Sector in the North West. Please sign the Listen Value Invest declaration to add your name to the movement calling for our decision-makers to translate their commitments into meaningful, practical action. Please also share this declaration with as many people as possible and ask them to sign it.


Other resources
------------------------
· Ask your MP and other candidates to sign the Listen Value Invest pledge and commit to meaningful action to support the sector in your area.
· Add your stories to the campaign – show us how you’re making a difference in your area.
· Use the Listen Value Invest branding in your communications with decision-makers. 

Health
Individual budgets and personalisation: understanding the opportunities and challenges

----------------------------------
The Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research at Sheffield Hallam University is carrying out research to identify how local support and development organisations can support the voluntary sector to meet the challenges posed by personalisation. They are looking for a mixture of local infrastructure and frontline organisations to take part in the research, particularly anyone working in the individual budget pilot areas. Find out more on the VSNW website.

Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #11
---------------------------------------
Included in the Health Bulletin which was distributed on 14 April 2010:
· Five-year plan for the regulation of mental health services
· DWP Care First Careers - £1000 for eligible young people recruited

· National Audit Office: Successful commissioning toolkit

· The NHS commissioning environment: a guide for third sector organisations

To read the full bulletin, click here. To subscribe to the VSNW Health Bulletin email margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk 

News
Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news
· Association of Greater Manchester Authorities looking to develop links with third sector to enhance Future Jobs Fund opportunities
· EU funding available to support anti-discrimination activities
· General Election: interviews with Third Sector ministers
· People’s Millions application deadline is approaching – 14 May 2010  

· Trustees sought for Manchester Youth Volunteering project
· £6m match funding for integrating third country nationals
· Equality Bill receives Royal Assent
Events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events

FREE places on North West third sector tendering training programme
-----------------------------------------------------------
There are FREE places available on the North West Tendering & Procurement Training Programme – a series of training courses which aim to provide third sector organisations with increased tendering and procurement skills, knowledge and expertise. This training programme has been funded by the North West Regional Development Agency and is being coordinated by Greater Merseyside ChangeUp’s Tendering and Procurement Support Service (TaPS), in partnership with Voluntary Sector North West.
The passage of a Bill and how to influence the process
--------------------------------------------
As part of the VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach Get Involved Series, these new events will explore the process of legislation and how to engage with it, campaigning strategies to influence legislation and a basic introduction to Parliament and engagement (the latter at the 21 July event only). 
· Wednesday 2 June in Preston: for those who have attended a previous Influencing Parliament event only.

· Wednesday 21 July in Warrington: for anyone



Shaping Third Sector Supplier Directories
-----------------------------------------
This event on 17 May at UCLan in Preston is your opportunity to shape the development of third sector supplier directories, assisting commissioners and procurement officers with their practices in line with legislation and market trends. It will include a presentation by Debbie Dalby, Chief Executive of Halton Voluntary Action and Chair of VSNW, highlighting a unique partnership between the third sector and PCT which has led to the development of a nationally recognised catalogue of third sector providers. 

Other events:
----------------------------------------

· Making the Link: Matching EU opportunities to North West health priorities, 29 April, Manchester
· Critical success factors for social and community enterprise in deprived communities, 29 April, Manchester

· Cumbria Community Development Network meeting, 30 April, Windermere

· Making local food work for people and planet, 5 May, Manchester

· National Care Forum and VODG regional event, 6 May, Manchester

· Routes to Solidarity, 6 May, Accrington
· CLES: Using Local Multiplier 3 (LM3) to understand how money circulates in your economy, 18 May, Manchester
· DTA NW Regional Network Meeting, 20 May, Preston

· Enterprising Healthcare, 21 May, Liverpool

· Social value: myth or economic reality? 8 June, Liverpool
To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 20 May. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 17 May.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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