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Bulletin #21: 17 March 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the 21st VSNW Bulletin. 

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s Update 
· Listen Value Invest: Campaign launch and how to get involved, ask your MP to sign the Early Day Motion, demonstrating the local economic and social value of grant-making with the VCS
· Public-Third Sector relationships: Third Sector inclusion in 4NW: Regional Leaders' Board
· Health: Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #10
· Representation: Regional representatives online
· Events: New Influencing Parliament date, LGF’s LGB&T strategy roadshow running across the region.
· News update: Further news available from: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news 
· Details of events for the voluntary and community sector in the North West: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s update
Dear colleagues,

We were delighted that the Regional Minister, Phil Woolas MP and Tony Lloyd MP joined members of the North West Infrastructure Partnership for an hour long question and answer session in Westminster and that they showed genuine commitment to the Third Sector, and in particular to strong Third Sector infrastructure.  

I suspect that this may be our last bulletin before the General Election is called, so I think there has never been a more important time to use our collective voice as a sector and ask all our politicians to show they listen to and value the sector, and commit to continuing investment in the sector even through difficult financial times. 
Please follow up on the links below to see the campaign that is starting to gain momentum across the region and use it to support your organisation’s message to help shape the future of our communities in the North West. Please, rather than me ranting on here, can I refer you to the brief speech I made to MPs at the launch of Listen Value Invest and encourage you to actively push candidates in your area to show their commitment to the Third Sector in its role as a campaigning sector as well as a deliverer of public services.
Regards,

Richard Caulfield


Listen Value Invest

Campaign launch and how to get involved
--------------------------------------------------
Listen Value Invest is a new campaign movement for the Third Sector in England’s North West. Launched in a special event at the Houses of Parliament on March 2, it asks MPs and other decision makers to listen to, value and invest in the voluntary and community sector.

Its powerful combination of personal stories linked to genuine economic benefits will show decision-makers that the work of the Third Sector delivers real value for our region and reinforce our role as not just a deliverer of services but as a campaigning sector and shaper of services.
As we move towards a General Election, we believe that there has never been a more important time to show that listening to, valuing and investing in the sector is vital, not just for people and communities, but for the wider economy as well.

To find out more visit the Listen Value Invest website (where you will find lots of resources and ideas for ways you can get involved), join our facebook group or follow us on Twitter.



Voluntary Sector in the North West Early Day Motion

-----------------------------------------------------------
Lindsay Hoyle, MP for Chorley, has tabled an Early Day Motion (EDM - effectively a kind of petition which MPs sign to demonstrate their commitment to a cause or subject). EDM 1011 states an unequivocal support for the Third Sector in the North West in addition to calling for the government and local authorities to provide any additional support for voluntary organisations to meet the demand for their services. We are looking for as many MPs as possible to sign the EDM and demonstrate their commitment to our sector – please do contact your MP and ask them to sign the EDM.
Demonstrating the local economic and social value of grant-making with the VCS

----------------------------------------------------------
As part of the Listen Value Invest campaign VSNW has commissioned a piece of research from the Centre for Local Economic Strategies which will explore the shift from grants to contracts and the value of grant-making within the voluntary and community sector. 


Public – Third Sector Relationships

Third Sector inclusion in 4NW: Regional Leaders' Board
--------------------------------------------------------------
VSNW wrote to support 4NW's proposal to include representatives from social, economic and environmental partners in the new Regional Leaders' Board. VSNW also asked 4NW: the regional Leaders' Board to consider:
·  measures to ensure a strongly accountable Regional Strategy Team

· continued include SEEP members in 4NW's sub-groups

· continuation of the Review and Scrutiny sub-group

· broader membership of the regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (NWIEP),
and provided a brief outline of VSNW's work to support accountable third sector representation. 


Health
Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #10
----------------------------------------
This tenth VSNW Health Bulletin includes:
· Care and Support Conference Report
· From the Ground Up – a guide to integrated care design and delivery
· The State of Care in England – the Care Quality Commission Annual Report
Click here to read the full bulletin. To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk.

Asylum seekers and health care provision in the North West

-------------------------------------

The regional migration Health Interest Group has recently produced a document outlining asylum process in relation to health care, an overview of health care entitlements and some links to key papers on asylum seeker and refugee health. Download the document from the VSNW website. 


BME ‘Training For All’ Project website launch

---------------------------------------

The Association for Real Change (ARC) has been working with Black and minority ethnic (BME) Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) social care organisations and the training sector to develop Protocols to improve access to and knowledge of the training needs of the BME VCS Social Care sector.  A website has now been launched at www.bmetrainingforall.co.uk  If you are from a BME VCS Social Care or a Training organisation and would like more information about the project please contact Sid Jeewa on 01604 765661 or disabilityworks@aol.com 
Representation project

Regional Representatives
--------------------------------------------
As part of VSNW’s Improving Representation project a list of regional meetings and key representatives is now available to view on the VSNW website. This list is developing as time goes on so please feed back any further information you may have to Laura Stone. 

News

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news
· Take part in the Social and Community Enterprises survey by the IPPR

· The Future of the North West – new collection of essays

· Regional Strategy (RS2010) consultation response from One North West, following consultation with BME groups across the region

· Take part in the BIG chat with the chair of the Big Lottery Fund

· Job opportunity: Sustainable Neighbourhoods Action Group strategic engagement worker
· Job opportunity: P/T Development Worker with Refugee Action
· Win £50,000 to improve your area in the People’s Millions competition

Events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
Influencing Parliament
--------------------------
A new date has been added to the popular free Influencing Parliament events, run by VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach

· Influencing Parliament and Rural Affairs: 9 April in Penrith, Cumbria
Breaking the Cycle Regional Roadshow

----------------------------
From now until 24 March the Lesbian & Gay Foundation are running a series of roadshow events across the region to show you how its lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans strategy can help you meet the needs of your LGB&T communities.

Other events:
· Free Gay Sunday Lunch at the LGF, 21 March, Manchester
· Preventing Mortgage and Landlord Repossessions: NW good practice: 22 March, Leyland

· Mental Health First Aid, 25 March, Manchester

· Social Enterprise for All (BAME event), 26 March, Preston

· Attend’s Thinking Ahead Conference: 29 March, Manchester

· Europia – European Forum, 31 March, Manchester

· Measuring Impact – what does the White Paper require? How do you do it? 18 April, Widnes.

· Still living with HIV – building today for tomorrow: 20 April, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute


The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 8 April. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Tuesday 6 April at 10am.

· To contribute or subscribe to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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