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the third sector delivering for the north west





Bulletin #27: 21 July 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update 

· Big Society news round-up: Big Society launched in Liverpool; two ‘vanguard’ areas in the North West announced; VSNW Briefing #36 on the Big Society key questions; Big Society policy resource; VSNW Chief Exec speaks at CLES Summit
· New government news round-up: Future North West; VSNW Briefing #35 on the Work Programme; new Local Enterprise Partnerships inquiry; Health White Paper – have your say

· VSNW News: Third Sector SPV open for membership; summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #13
· VSNW Events: Listen Value Invest: the conference; advocating Intelligent Commissioning seminar
· News from the sector: Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

The last week or two have been all about Big Society. I spoke at the Centre for Local Economic Strategies’ Summit on the issue and earlier this week was present, with many colleagues from Merseyside, at its (re)launch with the Prime Minister and other ministerial colleagues.  

At present I remain concerned about the agenda and how it will play out for the sector: I don't believe there will be any new money to support the agenda other than loan funds through the Big Society Bank: and the number of organizations who can be convinced of the benefits of loans in a world of shrinking resources will be limited.

On a positive note Francis Maude did say he had written to departments to ask that they do not see the funding they put into the sector as the 'easy option' when it comes to cuts: please let us know if you are suffering cuts and especially if you have concerns over Compact compliance so that we can add it to our 'dossier' for use in lobbying.

In terms of Big Society, the trick will be in how each department interprets and implements it: we must not confine ourselves to discussions only about the Office of Civil Society and how they see it: at the moment our best route is through Government Office North West - 'Westminster in the region'. This means that the impending demise of GONW is bad news for the sector in truly engaging with Big Society - we need to have some connection with government 'locally'.  We are seeking assurances about how the sector will be able to engage in the future and will come back to you shortly, but if you share our concerns may I suggest a letter to your MP may just be of use?
Lastly, please don’t forget about Listen Value Invest: the conference, taking place in September, where we will explore how we can deliver for the North West in this new political landscape.

Best wishes,

Richard Caulfield


Big Society news round-up


Big Society launched in Liverpool
-------------------------------------
David Cameron and several ministers formally launched plans for the Big Society in Liverpool earlier this week. Four ‘vanguard’ areas that will be first to implement its techniques were announced, including two in the North West: Liverpool and the Eden Valley in Cumbria. You can watch the video, including David Cameron’s speech, here or read the transcript. VSNW will keep abreast of developments in the ‘vanguard’ areas but if you have any local intelligence about what this starts to mean for you and your work please contact us.


The Big Society: step by step
-------------------------------------------
VSNW has published briefing #36 on the Big Society, which focuses on the draft implementation plans of the Cabinet Office and Communities & Local Government. These draft Departmental Structural Reform Plans will significantly influence the cuts and the Spending review (due to be published 20 October).
The purpose of this briefing is to introduce:

· The coalition government's Big Society agenda

· The draft Structural Reform Plans that will influence the October’s Spending Review 2010

· Members of the coalition government driving forward the Big Society agenda
· The main and various areas of implementation and linked questions
VSNW’s CEO: the voluntary sector shouldn’t be a Trojan horse for privatisation

-----------------------------------
Speaking at the Centre for Local Economic Studies’ Summit in Manchester, Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive, stated that he would not wish the “voluntary sector to be a Trojan Horse for privatisation”. He stated that we need to support local voluntary sector alongside the big and feared that "asset transfer to communities could result in liabilities in 2 to 3 years time”.
Big Society Policy Resource
---------------------------------
As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector. 

New government news round-up

Future North West: building on RS2010

------------------------------------
In light of the new Government’s intention to abolish the statutory basis for Regional Strategies and place decision-making on planning and housing matters solely in the hands of local authorities, work on the regional strategy (RS2010) has been reviewed.  We would like to thank all the groups who have engaged in the consultation process to date and we will be conducting a smaller consultation process during the next two months, so please follow our updates for details.

New Local Enterprise Partnerships inquiry
---------------------------------
The Business Innovation and Skills Select Committee has announced an inquiry into future Local Economic Partnerships (LEPs). The inquiry will examine how the proposed new structures will work, alongside issues such as distribution of funding, value for money, accountability, timing, transitional arrangements and required legislation. Submissions must be made by 13 August. To work with VSNW in making a submission, contact Warren Escadale.
The new Health White Paper: have your say
--------------------------------
The White Paper on health, Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS, was published on 12 July and sets out the Government's vision for the NHS. The proposals represent some of the biggest changes to the NHS in the last 60 years and provide both opportunities and challenges for our sector.  

Through Regional Voices (the network of regional voluntary sector infrastructure bodies, of which VSNW is a member), a series of regional workshops will be held during September in partnership with the Department of Health. The date and venue for the North West event will be published soon but to register your interest in attending, please email your name and organisation to margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk.  A briefing paper on the key proposals; this will be available next week.

The Work Programme
------------------------------------
The Work Programme is planned to be a new, single, integrated welfare to work programme which will cover people claiming the full range of ‘not in work’ benefits, and will replace all previous unemployment support programmes. VSNW Briefing #35 outlines the latest news on the Government’s proposed new Work Programme and framework for delivery, plus early news of linked initiatives: business mentors, work clubs and volunteering.

News from VSNW

Third Sector SPV
---------------------------
A reminder that the North West Third Sector SPV Ltd is open for membership applications. The SPV is an independent organisation, developed in partnership by VSNW and the infrastructure members of the North West Learning & Skills Network, which aims to enable the VCS in the region to tender for large-scale learning, skills and employability contracts on a regional basis. Organisations working with this agenda are invited to apply at: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SPV. For further information please email: karen.rigg@vsnw.org.uk 
New Environment Bulletin
------------------------------
North West Environment Link (NWEL) is working with VSNW to produce a new Environment Bulletin. This aims to keep members of NWEL up to date with relevant news. To read NWEL Bulletin #1 click here.To subscribe to the bulletin email pwilson@lancswt.org.uk with the subject line “Subscribe”.

Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #13
-------------------------------
Included in this bulletin:

· Access to Volunteering Fund
· Commissioning Health Care in Prisons
· NW Regional Offender Health Team – Directory of VCS Organisations
· Events and Training

To read the full bulletin click here.

VSNW events
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Listen Value Invest: the conference, Wednesday 29 September
------------------------------------




Come and find out how the third sector can deliver for England’s North West in our changing political landscape. We are pleased to announce that the keynote speaker will be the Right Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons. This free event for staff and volunteers working in third sector infrastructure organisations in the North West will also feature:

· Speakers from key policy-making bodies in the North West.

· Workshops to help you understand the regional context and influence the decision-makers who matter.

· Exhibition featuring key regional infrastructure groups and how they can support your work.

Click here for more information and to book your place.
North West Advocating Intelligent Commissioning seminar
-------------------------------------------
This interactive NAVCA seminar on 27 October in Manchester is being run in partnership with VSNW and is for staff from local support and development organisations. By the end of the day you will be equipped to champion good practice in the commissioning of public services.
News for the sector

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news
· New guide to the UN convention on the rights of people with disabilities
· New LGBT Carers’ service launched
· The Equality Act 2010: what do I need to know?

Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
· Everyone’s 2012: The North West Annual Olympics 2012 conference, 23 July, Manchester
· Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans meeting, 21 August, Manchester
· Free training on combating poverty and social exclusion, 8 and 14 September, Manchester
· Roundtable event on a national skills strategy for the voluntary sector, 10 September, Manchester

To subscribe or contribute

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 12 August. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 9 August.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307

Back to Contents
[image: image3.jpg]listen  value @) invest @
- the conference




Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW)

St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ

Tel: 0161 276 9300 | Email: info@vsnw.org.uk | Web: www.vsnw.org.uk | 
Registered Charity No 1081654 | Company Limited by Guarantee registered in England No. 3988903

	This bulletin is funded through The Big Lottery Fund
	[image: image2.jpg]&

LOTTERY FUNDED






















