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Bulletin #34: 17 December 2010  
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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· Big Society news round-up: Localism Bill laid before Parliament; Modernising Commissioning Green Paper, VSNW Briefing #48 and workshop; Call for research proposals on equality and localism; Latest on VSNW’s Big Society policy resource; Future North West report published. 
· Health and Social Care news: A vision for social care; GP Consortia Pathfinders announced; Public Health White Paper: healthy lives, healthy people and VSNW Briefing #47.
· VSNW News: Peer review shows strong support for VSNW; VSNW Health Bulletin #18.
· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

Dear colleagues,

Things are changing thick and fast and it is more important than ever that we ensure the decision makers hear the voice of the sector, whether that be in relation to the cuts locally, reform of the NHS or on public sector reform.

Monday saw the announcement of the settlement for local authorities – and there were some big losers. CLG has provided a Transition Grant to lessen the blow in places, but some of the most deprived areas in the region – including Barrow, Knowsley and Manchester - have been hit by the maximum 8.9 per cent cut, and the same cut in Liverpool means they may be the biggest losers of all across the country.  Add this to other announcements around NHS funding and it is clear the public sector purse is going to be squeezed. This makes it more important than ever that a mature dialogue takes place between the public sector and the VCS, so in direct response to a request by the Minister for Civil Society, Nick Hurd, we want to gather information about good and bad practice across the region. Please complete this short survey and tell us your story: we are especially interested in the good practice that we can promote.

Alongside this we have the long awaited Localism Bill – central to the delivery of the Big Society. We will issue a briefing on this as soon as possible, and will work hard with colleagues to identify what the impact of this bill will be on communities across the region.

The feedback of the NHS Consultation on reform is due out this week and there are still a large number of consultations ongoing, not least on public health. Please subscribe to our health bulletin to stay up to speed on developments and consultation events. We will be making representations to government based on your feedback, as well as working closely with NHS NW to ensure that the VCS is not forgotten in the reforms and the development of GP commissioning.

Modernising Commissioning, a Green Paper aimed at the sector was published last week with a deadline of 5 January – an unbelievable turn-around for what is an important issue for the sector. We have provided a briefing and are interested in your feedback – either through our workshop on Monday or by you getting in touch with us directly.

Finally, please try and respond to the consultation on the future of infrastructure, Supporting a stronger Civil Society. Again, we will respond based on consultation with colleagues across the region but the government will undoubtedly be swayed by the volume of responses.  
Best wishes to you all over the Christmas break – it is undoubtedly going to be a busy new year!
All the best,

Richard Caulfield
Take action: share your experience of good and bad practice from Las and PCTs in cuts
Following the government's Spending Review, Local Authorities and Primary Care Trusts have to make difficult decisions about how to spend their budgets and deliver their services. 

Following a meeting with the Minister for Civil Society, who asked us to tell him how this was affecting the voluntary and community sector, VSNW is collecting information about the experiences of VCS groups. 

Are you being well consulted and included in discussions with your Local Authorities and Primary Care Trusts, or do you find that decisions are being made without your input?

Please use this short form to tell us of your experiences - are your partners listening to and valuing the third sector when making decisions about what to continue funding and what to cut? 

The information you give us will be used to help us build a picture of how the sector is faring at the hands of its public sector partners, and will help us inform the Office for Civil Society of good and bad practice across the North West. We will also link into the work of Compact Voice to flag up examples of good and bad practice in work between the public and third sectors.
Big Society news round-up
New Localism Bill laid before Parliament
-----------------------------
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Eric Pickles, has published the long-awaited Localism Bill, promising the decentralisation of power from Whitehall to Local Authorities. VSNW Briefing #50 The Localism Bill, decentralisation and local voluntary action outlines the Bill’s content and implications, and potential VCS issues.
Modernising Commissioning Green Paper

--------------------------------
In line with the range of reforms to public services initiated by government, this Green Paper seeks to garner views on how the government can create a level playing field for charities, voluntary groups and social enterprise that want to bid for public sector funds. A consultation workshop organised by VSNW and partners will take place on Monday 20 December in Preston – this late notice is necessitated by the very tight deadline for responses, which must be submitted by 5 January 2011. VSNW Briefing #48 provides further detail on the implications for the VCS.
Call for research proposals: Equality, Localism and Big Society in the North West

--------------------------------------
The North West Infrastructure Partnership (NWIP) is seeking to commission a piece of research costing up to £14,000 with the aim of assessing the social and economic case for equality within the Government’s Big Society and Localism themes.
Latest on VSNW’s Big Society policy resource

-----------------------------

· Francis Maude and Nick Hurd send an open letter to the voluntary and community sector following the Spending Review

· Chief Executive of NCVO discusses the 'Big Society' and the need for unifying civil society.

· Labour Big Society Policy Group is formed, chaired by Hazel Blears, MP for Salford

· Big Society, Cuts and Consequences: A Thinkpiece discusses the "unintended or inadequately foreseen consequences of public expenditure cuts on the aspirations attached to the Big Society"

· Youth charity V launches Big Society initiative
· Timeline: The Big Society charts key dates and events in the development of the Big Society.


Read more on VSNW’s Big Society policy resource.
Future North West: Our Shared Priorities consultation report published
-----------------------------------
Responses show strong support for maintaining and delivering a regional strategic framework. Discussions are now taking place with the Regional Leaders’ Board on how it will be taken forward and developed.

Other Big Society news:

· OCS Transition Fund open for applications
· Government call for evidence on public services reform
· The Skills Funding Agency and European Social Fund – details of procurement for 2011

· Big Society Awards created by government

· Bids invited for Private Rented Sector Access Development Programme


Health and social care news

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A vision for social care
-----------------------------
The Dept of Health has published its Vision for Adult Social Care which sets out the government's new agenda for adult social care in England. Its aim is to make services more personalised and more preventative. It will devolve power to communities and individuals and will give more freedom and responsibility to front line workers and carers. For more information read VSNW Briefing #47 or download the full document from the Dept of Health website.
GP Consortia Pathfinders announced
-----------------------------
The first groups of GPs who will take the lead in the government’s plans for commissioning health services have been announced, and include ten in the North West.
Public Health White Paper: Healthy Lives, Healthy People

-------------------------------
The Public Health White Paper outlines a commitment to helping people live longer, healthier and more fulfilling lives; and improving the health of the poorest the fastest. VSNW Briefing #49 outlines the key points and the implications for the VCS.

News from VSNW

Peer assessment shows support for VSNW from a range of stakeholders
-----------------------------
A peer assessment of the work of Voluntary Sector North West has delivered an overwhelmingly positive picture of the organisation as a strategic leader of the VCS in the region.

VSNW Health Bulletin #18 
----------------------------
Included in this edition:
· A vision for social care: capable communities and active citizens

· Equality and Human Rights Commission: human rights of older people

· Transition Fund briefing events

To read more and subscribe click here
Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
· OCS Transition Fund briefing event: 16 December, Warrington
· Modernising Commissioning workshop: 20 December, Preston
· Community Philosophy workshop: 21 December, Manchester
· Assessing fairness in the NW – the NW E&DG meeting: 12 January, Manchester
· Modernising Volunteering Conference: 25 January, Manchester – Early Bird booking deadline extended
· Health and Housing: keeping the conversation going: 1 February, Bolton

· The Langley/Middleton Well Woman Centre Health Together Event: 12 February 2011, Middleton
· Using CEDAW in the UK: 16 February 2011, tbc
· Big Society in the North Conference: 15 March 2011, Liverpool
· Welfare, employment and skills 2011: 29 March 2011, London
To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 6 January. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Tuesday 4 January.
· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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