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Bulletin #25: 9 June 2010
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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· Chief Executive’s update 

· New government news round-up: Framework for the comprehensive spending review, Big Society policy resource

· VSNW News: Developments in the Empowerment Practitioners’ Forum, take part in the North West Tendering Support Capacity Assessment, Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #12.
· VSNW Events: Personalisation: Third Sector are you ready?, VSNW and NCVO Foresight training, Influencing Parliament and the Passage of a Bill training, Listen Value Invest: the conference
· News from the sector: Further news available from: www.vsnw.org.uk/news  

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

Much of my time at the moment seems to be spent reading government announcements, speeches and websites telling me what has been said: none of these things appear to be giving any great clarity yet as to what the future holds for the third sector – other than a big role in Big Society.

Some regional bodies are already facing up to a new reality – 4NW will no longer receive central CLG funding as the planning and transport functions are passed down to Local Authorities and NWDA looks safe in the immediate future but with a “new role”. We await the verdict on the long-term role of GONW and what NHS NW may look like, and we need to be ready to react to ensure the sector is positioned well to take advantage of what opportunities exist.


It is vital that the good work on RS2010 – the Integrated Regional Strategy – is not lost and both 4NW and the RDA remain committed to ensuring we have a framework based on the existing document and the wide-ranging consultation to help provide strategic guidance to the region into the future. The third sector has gained great credibility in the development of RS2010 and we want the public and private sector to continue to understand and value our role in helping the region recover from the last recession and supporting the communities most deeply affected.

Clearly the Big Society debate is the main game in town and you can read some of the thinking that we are linking together on our new VSNW Big Society Policy Resource. I will continue to press the point that you do not create a big society by simply cutting public expenditure: if the government is serious about a new deal for our communities, for an increased role for the third sector and shift in the relationship between the state and the citizen then there has to be a shift in how resources are allocated. David Cameron’s dream of a Big Society will only be delivered if the government is willing to listen to, value and invest in the third sector – now where have I heard that before?

Best wishes,


Richard Caulfield



New government news round-up


Spending Review 2010 framework
-----------------------------------------------
VSNW have published a short Briefing #33 on the focus and timetable of the Government’s framework to address the national debt. Cuts in departmental spending are likely to be in the region of 20 per cent.



Big Society – the VSNW policy resource

-------------------------------------------

The Big Society concept is a growing part of the coalition government’s language and thinking. As yet it is not a clearly defined concept except that, very loosely, it speaks of a rolling back of the state and the stepping in of ‘Civil Society’ (defined as third sector plus). In a small way, Big Society offers a platform for engaging with the new government. If there’s a serious and concerted will to make it happen, it could be a very important context for how we as a sector seek to define ourselves. 

To help highlight the debate and draw your attention to how it will affect the third sector we have pulled together a resource to help keep you up to date with the developing issues. For the next few months we will build on this informal resource and you may wish to subscribe or comment. 

At the moment the site outlines the beginnings and background context of the debate: 

· from its roots in the Conservative Think Tank, The Centre for Social Justice

· its transformation into a Conservative Party policy (Stronger Society to Control Shift)

· launch of the Big Society Network and latest news from their blog

· to the pre-election open letter to the voluntary sector from Francis Maude and Nick Hurd

· the formal early outline of the Big Society programme plus launch video

· early responses from national third sector bodies

· early thoughts and biography of the new government advisor on Big Society, Nat Wei

· latest thoughts, via twitter, of Nick Hurd, the Minister for Civil Society

To get up to speed, get involved in the debate or sign up for updates and simply follow the issues go to: VSNW’s Big Society Policy Resource 



Other news:
· Government outlines Social Justice and Make Work Pay agenda
· Think Tank outlines four tests for a progressive coalition government
· Equalities programme for government announced

· Statement on the future of the 4NW leaders’ board



News from VSNW

Empowerment Practitioners’ Forum
------------------------------
As part of VSNW's Lottery-funded work to increase the policy influence of the third sector, VSNW has contracted Carol Latham, Community Networks and Partnerships Manager at Bolton CVS, to drive forward the work of the regional Community Empowerment Practitioners’ Forum, which was launched last year and met earlier this month. Carol is now VSNW's Regional Empowerment Practitioners’ Forum Lead and will work the equivalent of one day per week on behalf of the Forum. Carol will continue her current work at Bolton CVS. An action plan is currently being agreed for the forum, so now is a great time to get involved – contact Carol on carol.latham@vsnw.org.uk or 07587 631996.

North West Tendering Support Capacity Self Assessment
-------------------------------------------------

VSNW is undertaking this assessment in order to gain a better understanding of the current capacity of North West infrastructure organisations to deliver tendering and procurement support services to local third sector organisations. We are also keen to map the current linkages that operate between third sector infrastructure organisations and the public sector, and assess the sector’s ability to influence and shape the development of tendering and procurement related practices across the region. The information that you provide by completing the assessment form will enable VSNW and its sub-regional partners to identify gaps in provision and develop strategies which seek to address them.


Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #12

-----------------------------------
Included in the most recent VSNW Health Bulletin:

· Update on changes at the Department of Health following the election

· Important changes to the Care Quality Commission’s assessment of adult social care services

· 2010 Health and Social Care Awards

To read the full bulletin click here.

VSNW events


Personalisation: Third Sector are you ready?
---------------------------------------
A one-day conference to give third sector providers an insight into the way in which Personalisation will increasingly change how services are delivered and enable participants to look at new ways of working, on 29 June at the Reebok in Bolton. Speakers include: Steve Scown of Dimensions, co-author of Making It Personal – A Providers Journey from Tradition to Transformation; Carey Bamber of NW Joint Improvement Partnership; Ben Harrison of United Response; Owen Cooper of IAS; Catherine Titherington of Voice Social Marketing and Helen Allen of Community Catalysts.
VSNW and NCVO Foresight training
--------------------------------------
Give the change of government and pending budget cuts, the sector is facing massive challenges and changes. VSNW and NCVO’s Third Sector Foresight Team will be working together over the next few months to help you understand how the world is changing and how organisations in our region can use this knowledge to make better strategic decisions.
Training workshops will take place on Tuesday 6 July (for CEOs and chairs) and Thursday 8 July (for development workers). For more information about Foresight and the issues it touches on, you can read this article, Facing the Future without Fear. As part of the partnership, NCVO is offering free bulk copies of its Future Focus guides to infrastructure organisations.


The passage of a Bill and how to influence the process
--------------------------------------------
As part of the VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach Get Involved Series, these new events will explore the process of legislation and how to engage with it, campaigning strategies to influence legislation and a basic introduction to Parliament and engagement on Wednesday 21 July in Warrington.
Listen Value Invest: the conference
------------------------------------------
As outlined in the last bulletin, this will now take place on Wednesday 29 September. More details will follow in future bulletins, but we look set to be able to confirm an exciting speaker soon. 

News for the sector

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news

Consultation on the distribution of Lottery money
-----------------------------------------
The Department of Culture, Media and Sports is consulting on how Lottery money for good causes should be distributed in future, with the ultimate aim of restoring shares of the National Lottery Distribution Fund to 20 per cent each to sport, heritage and the arts, and reducing BIG’s share from 50 to 40 per cent. 
LGF’s Enough is Enough! Campaign receives critical acclaim

-------------------------------------------
The Lesbian and Gay Foundation’s campaign, which features Coronation Street actor Antony Cotton and screen and stage legend Sir Ian McKellen, has been named Digital Campaign of the Week by Third Sector magazine.

Call for applications for Social Enterprise NW’s mentoring programme

-----------------------------------------------
Social Enterprise North West's second Mentoring Programme for social enterprises and enterprising third sector organisations will start in July 2010 and applications are now being invited for the programme.

Other news:
· Third Sector Young People’s Workforce capacity-building – training delivery

· One North West’s e-bulletin for June is now out; includes information on the Unlocking the Potential of the BME Population report, bespoke communications resources for BME support charities.

· Final chance to get grants to help disabled people volunteer
· Grants for carer support in Lancashire

· Job opportunities at the Lesbian & Gay Foundation

Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events

Human rights in the community: North West launch event
--------------------------------------
An event for community-led organisations working to tackle inequality and social injustice in their local areas, which will launch the new Human Rights in the Community project, taking place on 10 June in Manchester from 13.30 to 16.30.

Other events:
· Social Value: myth or economic reality? 8 June, Liverpool.
· Raising participation and engaging young people in learning or training. 10 June, Crewe.
· Children’s Urgent Care showcase event. 13 June, Widnes.
· Safeguarding in BME/BRM Communities. 17 June, Liverpool.
· Regional Empowerment Showcase. 17 June, Nelson, Lancashire.
· Introduction to Campaigning workshop. 18 June, Liverpool.
· Centre for Local Policy Studies: third annual summer school, plus post-election public debate. 21 June, Crewe.
· Operational Efficiency: Total Place – empowering and incentivising local areas. 23 June, Manchester.
· Are they safe? Free workshop on Vetting and Barring. 24 June, Manchester.
· Resilient places: the future for local economic development. 13-14 July, Manchester.
· Climate Change and planning. 20 July, Manchester.

To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Thursday 1 July. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 28 June.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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