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North West Together We Can: 
the Regional Empowerment Partnership
The following briefing provides an outline of the role, recent and future work of the North West Together We Can partnership.
Margaret McLeod
Sector Development Officer

Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
14 July 2008
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The Regional Empowerment Partnership
Introduction

The Regional Empowerment Partnership is called North West Together We Can. 

Set up in 2006, partly developed out of the work on Civic Pioneers, its focus is community empowerment and engagement in the region.

It is a multi-sector partnership of third sector organisations, public sector agencies, local authorities and academic institutions which receives funding from the Department of Communities and Local Government and the NW Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership. Partnership Board members have a regional role and a constituency that they feed back to. Partners currently include:
Community North West

Local Authority Empowerment Champions – Salford and Cumbria

Manchester Metropolitan University

Manchester University

Neighbourhood North West

NW Forum of Faiths

NW Regional Improvement & Efficiency Partnership (NWIEP)

North West Employers Network

One North West (1NW)

RENEW

Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW)

Together We Can’s role is to:  

· Promote collaborative learning, practice and research about community empowerment and engagement across the Northwest

· Co-ordinate activities among a range of partner organisations, share learning, develop knowledge and explore the best way to fill gaps. 

In the last eighteen months Together We Can has supported:

· NW Citizenship / Take Part Network to promote and develop learning for active citizenship.
· A Participatory Budgeting Exercise at its first annual conference - £40,000 was shared between 14 projects.

· Empowerment and gender awareness work with Women Councillors.  

· Research into:  

· Community Empowerment Network funding through LAA’s; 

· a mapping of young people’s engagement in participation processes; 

· community empowerment indicators used by local authorities

· Action Learning sets organised by Faiths 4 Change and IDeA

· Learning Exchange Seminars for local authorities on topics such as ‘Duty to Involve’, Community Charters.

· Conferences:

· Inspiring Communities  - organised jointly by Cumbria Community Development Network and Community North West

· Green Villages – using Ashton Hayes as an example of a village seeking to be carbon neutral 

· Grit in the Oyster – regional community development conference held in Halton - practitioners discussed community action, skills and management issues.

· Cultivating Communities – annual conference of the partnership organised jointly with the Seedley and Langworthy Trust and Salford City Council – focussed on environmental community projects

· Publications (soon available online) include an annual report and case studies based on the projects and research supported.
In the next 12 months, Together We Can hopes to…

A website is being developed and will launch this month: www.nwtwc.org.uk.

The Partnership will develop its engagement with networks of local authorities, supporting councillors, officers, workers and activists to develop their empowerment and engagement skills through the promotion of learning opportunities and training, and good practice sharing.

The Partnership will also further develop aspects of the research that was undertaken in the last year; in particular the development of indicators for measuring community empowerment and identifying the empowerment needs of groups, including disability, minority ethnic, and older people.

The Partnership will work closely with the Neighbourhoods Gateway North West in order to further engage groups and organisations working at a neighbourhood level.

The Partnership is seeking to expand the involvement of not just those with a regional remit but also those working locally at grass roots level.  It is in the process of restructuring itself and in future it will hold meetings around the region to which a wider range of organisations can be invited to share learning and good practice.

Together We Can meets with the other Regional Empowerment Partnerships and is also developing close contacts with the two other northern empowerment partnerships in the North East and Yorkshire and Humber, in recognition of the Northern Way and its potential impact.

For more information contact Eve Davidson, Programme Manager for Together We Can:

Email: eve.davidson@nwtwc.org.uk
Tel: 0161 474 4544
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