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For information about the network visit: http://www.promisenw.org.uk

Join the Promise bulletin mailing list by emailing promise@vsnw.org.uk
The purpose of this Promise Newsletter is to:

· Report back on the Promise Launch event on 9th September 2009 

· Give information on the new Promise website.

· Other News:  Bradley Review, Transforming Community Services, New Horizons consultation document, Lloyds TSB funding opportunity

· Next VSNW Event:  Influencing Parliament and Health event on 7th October with a Health focus
The Promise Launch 
This was held on 9th September at the GHS Centre in Preston and was attended by over 50 organisations and was chaired by Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of Voluntary Sector North West.  Presentations are available from 
http://promisenw.ning.com/profiles/blogs/presentations-from-the-promise 
and include those by Paul Greenwood, Mental Health Improvement Partnership, and Richard Caulfield.
Chris Shaw, CEO of Advocacy in Wirral, appeal for a closer relationship between service users, service providers and commissioners will be available on line in the near future (no slides available).
Next Steps
The afternoon workshops asked delegates to look at key questions for the Promise Network.   What follows is a summary of the main points that were discussed and reported back and will form the basis for future activity.
1. What are the key issues which will affect mental health providers over the next 12 months?

The workshop groups were asked to prioritise their top three issues.  Funding and Commissioning and the impact of the current economic climate on the delivery of services were by far the issues of greatest concern.  
There was uncertainty regarding the commissioning processes.  Would there be a level playing field for all third sector organisations, and would smaller organisation would be squeezed out due to their lack of capacity.  Would the third and independent sectors be seen as equal partners by their statutory partners including GP and Mental Health trusts commissioning.
The implementation of government policy was highlighted especially Personalisation and its impact not just on organisations but service users and carers.  Other key agenda included:

· New Horizons 

· IAPT (Improving Access to Psychological Therapies)

· Wellbeing and Public Health 

· The possibility of a change of government 
· Accreditation and the need for quality standards

· Workforce and Skills Development

· Development of Consortia

2. Which of these issues are key priorities for the Promise Network?

Promise should 
· facilitate communication between members of the network, the representatives of the network, VSNW, and statutory bodies including NHS NW and the Mental Health Improvement Partnership.  Some of the ways this would be achieved were through information provision and communication with a focus on good practice, single point of access, changes in legislation and government policy, and mapping providers and commissioners.
· play a key role in helping the sector to understand commissioning and contracting, in particular the new NHS contract, and the potential for the use of a single quality kite mark. 

· influence NHS and Local Authority mental health priorities across the North West. 
· develop a strong relationship with themed areas of mental health provision in the North West, including Personalisation, Skills, Older People, Advocacy, Children and Young People.

· demonstrate that it is a credible network which can effectively deliver the joined-up thinking of its representative group, to influence delivery of mental health services both locally and nationally’
The Promise Virtual Network
During the day Hannah Horton, VSNW’s Information Officer, officially launched the website which is very interactive, operating in a similar way to social networking sites like Facebook.  It will enable people to share discussions, add and share information, keep in touch with each other, develop new contacts, find out about forthcoming events and the latest news.

To join the Promise virtual network visit www.promisenw.org.uk and click on “sign up”
Promise Co-ordinator 

A new interim co-coordinator for the Promise network was introduced at the event.  Margaret McLeod, who will be leading on the development of a Health and Social Care Network for VSNW, will lead the Promise network until a co-ordinator is recruited.

Margaret has been the development officer at VSNW for the last five years and has experience in developing thematic networks including extensive work to support third sector engagement in the health and social care policy agenda.  

Contact details are:

margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
0161 276 9303

07908 683927

Promise Network Representatives

A key part of the event was the identification of opportunities to be a Promise representative on the Mental Health Improvement Partnership Stakeholder Board and Steering Board.  Following the selection process the following applicants were successful:
Stakeholder Board
Elaine Brogden (The Women’s Centre)

Chris Shaw (Advocacy in Wirral)

Steering Board

Chris Graham (Croftlands Trust)

Other Key News 

Next VSNW Event:  Influencing Parliament and Health 
Parliamentary Outreach and VSNW are holding three sessions for voluntary organisations across the North West to find out more about how Parliament works and how organisations can get involved.  Each session will cover: 

· What Parliament is and what it does 
· How groups can effectively engage with Parliament 

The event focussing on Health takes place on 7th October in Liverpool.  For more information and to book:  http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/262 .

Bradley Review
Lord Bradley’s review of people with mental health problems or learning disabilities in the criminal justice system called for government departments, agencies and other organisations to work in partnership to implement change. Two of the recommendations refer specifically to the role of third sector organisations. The Dept of Health would like to receive relevant information from organisations who are currently working in this area. They are interested in existing provision, opportunities for further innovations and partnerships being delivered and developed by third sector organisations.

They would like to receive responses by Friday 9th October.  Please send responses to Guy.cross@dh.gsi.gov.uk. 
To read the Bradley Review go to: 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098694
Transforming Community Services

Although this document says it is aimed at PCT Directors and their Board members, it makes valuable reading for third and independent sector organisations wishing to contract with the NHS for community based services.   Its aim is for PCT’s to deliver high quality services through organisations that are fit for purpose and its definition includes organisations which have a robust business infrastructure, capable of contracting with commissioners and effective business planning. Organisations also need to be sustainable and flexible. 

To read the whole document, or just the Executive Summary, go to 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_093196.pdf
New Horizons
This document is part of the consultation on a new cross-government vision for mental health and well-being in England for 2010 onwards – a process which began in late 2007.  It states that it is not a complete and final text but does describe some clear principles and ideas that have emerged from the discussions.  There are a number of important questions still to be resolved and the response to those and the rest of the proposals will have a strong influence on the final version. The document states that all the aspirations expressed in New Horizons should be seen in the context of the financial constraints that the Department of Health and the National Health Service will face over the next three to five years. 

New Horizons will form a programme of action to advance the twin aims of: 

· improving the mental health and well-being of the population 

· improving the quality and accessibility of services for people with poor mental health. 

The consultation runs until 15th October.  To download the document and to find the different ways of responding go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103144 
Lloyds TSB – Young Offenders Programme
Registered charities, current providers of mental health services to young people (15-21) may be interested in the new Lloyds TSB New Young Offenders Funding Programme.   The purpose of the fund is to improve the life choices and chances for young offenders. 

The programme has a two-stage application process. Completed ‘Expressions of Interest’ (the first stage) should be received by 5 pm on 25 September 2009.  To download an Expression of Interest go to: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/269 
For further information email promise@vsnw.org.uk or telephone Margaret McLeod on 07908 683927.  Margaret is the Interim Promise NW Co-ordinator. 
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