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NWEL Bulletin # 3: 28th August 2010
The aim of this bulletin is to keep NWEL members and wider networks up to date on important events and issues that will be of interest to or have an impact on environmental voluntary sector organisations in the North West.


Members should send any items for inclusion in the next bulletin to me at pwilson@lancswt.org.uk and should forward these bulletins throughout their own networks to ensure maximum coverage.
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Landscape and Localism workshop
The next Landscape Character Network workshop topic is Landscape and Localism, it is due to take place on Thursday 30th September at Austin Court, Birmingham. This workshop will explore the opportunities for local decision making within landscape planning and management. It will also discuss a Natural England project which recognises the need to translate the National Character Area (NCA) objectives into illustrative guidelines that work at the local level. These guidelines will inform land management, land use planning and community planning. 
Review of Environmental Impact Regulations
The 1999 Circular on Environmental Impact Assessment will be replaced next year with concise, web-based guidance. Communities secretary Eric Pickles said: "I want it to be as easy as possible for councils and businesses to reduce any negative impact new development may have on the environment. That’s why we’re scrapping this Byzantine collection of regulations and replacing them with one simple and concise set of guidelines for environmental assessments. It is not enough for regulations to have good intentions - they also need to be user-friendly. So we’ve acted quickly to ensure the environment can be protected, without overwhelming everyone with red tape."

Cutting red tape is good; as long as it doesn't cut down on the environmental protection it provides! The consultation document can be read here. , and responses need to be received by October.

Review of farming regulations
The new Task Force on Farming Regulation are calling for opinions and ideas on ways to improve approaches to regulation as part of a wide ranging consultation launched in August. The Task Force has been challenged to find ways of reducing the bureaucratic burdens that English farmers and food producers face. However many farming regulations are of course concerned with environmental protection and should not be compromised! The consultation will be open until 31 October. Evidence can be submitted online Written submissions can also be be sent. 
Defra ministers endorse voluntary campaign to protect farmland biodiversity
“Minister of State for Agriculture and Food, Jim Paice, announced that the Campaign for the Farmed Environment, an industry-led initiative which encourages farmers to voluntarily nurture wildlife on their land, is making progress and will continue, but farmers can still do more to ensure it continues to be successful.

Those taking part in the campaign are helping to improve biodiversity and protect soil and water quality by undertaking a range of environmental measures. These include providing habitats, food and shelter for farmland birds and creating buffer strips of uncropped land next to fields and watercourses. However, many NGOs are concerned that not enough farmers will take part in the scheme or do enough to preserve, let alone increase the gains made from set-aside, and feel that a compulsory scheme may be necessary. 

Future North West: Our Shared Priorities 
“…provides a high level statement of strategic priorities and framework for activity over the next 20 years.” This framework builds on a substantial programme of work by private, public and third sector partners from the length and breadth of the North West. This work was originally undertaken to support the development of the North West Regional Strategy (RS2010) but now underpins Future North West. See  Details.
NWEL have prepared a briefing on the environmental implications of Future North West, and will be preparing a joint environmental NGO response to the consultation, which closes on 6th October.

The Rural Coalition publishes ‘the rural challenge’
The Rural Coalition’s  has launched a new report, “The rural challenge - Achieving sustainable rural communities for the 21st century”. The document describes a future for rural England in which every rural community can thrive. It presents a shared policy agenda for rural communities, and its overriding objective is to help achieve a positive, lasting legacy of sustainable rural communities in which people enjoy living and working; which are vibrant, distinctive and in keeping with the character of their surroundings, with a full range of good-quality local services which enhance local landscapes, heritage and biodiversity while meeting the challenges of climate and economic change. It proposes urgent, implementable changes that pick up and respond to the concerns that the partners in the new Coalition Government have already stated they wish to address.

Reducing carbon emissions from travel in the Northwest
Over 100,000 households in the Northwest are being helped to reduce their carbon emissions from travel in an Energy Saving Trust project, funded by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). The first of its kind, the scheme is expected to be extended across the UK. Participating households will receive a short questionnaire (the travel energy check) that assesses where costs could be saved and lead to a lower carbon lifestyle. Respondents will be given a personalised and tailored report that includes local information on what’s available, offers in the local area, tips on smarter vehicle choices and driving, as well as information on other services to help them on their way. More  information.
Sustainable Development Commission - final report on Government operations
The Sustainable Development Commission has published its fifth annual watchdog report on Government progress against its Sustainable Operations on the Government Estate targets. The report finds that sustainability measures are already saving Government £60-70 million every year with the potential for far greater further savings as the new Government works to become the “Greenest Government ever”. The report’s analysis relates to progress under the previous Government, which achieved significant savings despite a “slow pace of change”. With responsibility for sustainability now  taken back "in house" to Defra,  watch which way the speed of change changes… more info.
Coalition energy policy looks to 2050
Energy and Climate Change Secretary Chris Huhne has published the first ever Annual Energy Statement to Parliament, setting out 32 actions to accelerate the transformation of the energy system and wider economy.

Vacancy – Marine conservation officer
The three Wildlife Trusts of NW England are seeking to appoint a dynamic and enthusiastic person to lead their work in conserving the outstanding marine environment of the north-eastern Irish Sea. The Marine Conservation Officer (MCO) will work with and across all of the North West England Wildlife Trusts to help secure the strongest outcomes for marine biodiversity. The post will be based with Cumbria Wildlife Trust at their offices in Kendal. For further details and an application form contact admin@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk or telephone 01539 816300, quoting Senior Conservation Officer. The closing date for applications is close of business on Monday September 13th 2010. Interviews will be held in early October.
Campaigning “piece by piece”
An exciting new web resource is now available for local groups to tell others about their campaigns to protect nature and green space.  Piece by Piece is provided by the Guardian and has quickly become a focus for national and local voluntary groups to publicise campaigns and garner support. 
Have a look and put your own campaign online here
Funding for wildlife
The Big Lottery Community Wildlife programme is offering grants of between £300 and £10,000 for voluntary groups which bring communities together to improve or protect the natural environment by raising awareness of threatened places.  There is a lot of existing work by civic societies protecting green space and getting people involved in its future which should qualify so take a look at the details here
To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to NWEL’s Bulletin please email pwilson@lancswt.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to NWEL Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on 20 September. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by 17 September.

· To contribute to the NWEL Bulletin, please contact:
Peter Wilson, Regional NWEL Co-ordinator 
pwilson@lancswt.org.uk or 0151 924 2981
· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307
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