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This is the eighteenth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.

Contents

Included in this edition are:
· Update on GP Consortia Pathfinders
· List of NW GP Consortia Pathfinders
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Update on GP Consortia Pathfinders                                      
The first groups of GPs who will take the lead in the Government’s plans for commissioning health services have been announced. 

There are 10 groups of GP practices in the North West out of the 52 from across England.  They have been selected to be the first to take on commissioning responsibilities as part of the Government’s plans set out in the NHS White Paper Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS. 

The groups selected, known as pathfinders, will work together to manage their local budgets and commission services for patients direct with other NHS colleagues and local authorities.

The pathfinders will begin testing the new commissioning arrangements to ensure they are working well before more formal arrangements come into place. 
The North West GP Consortia pathfinders announced today cover 432 practices with 2,471,730 people.  

There has been an enthusiastic response to the call for pathfinders from emerging GP consortia and there will now be a rolling programme with more pathfinders to be announced in the New Year. The programme will enable as many consortia as possible to proceed to ‘shadow’ running in 2011/12. Consortia will begin to take on statutory responsibilities in 2012/13. Primary Care Trusts will be abolished from April 2013.
It is important that VCS organisations in the pathfinder areas work together to engage with the new GP Consortia.  We are already aware that in some areas the sector is already being identified as a group that GP’s will want to engage with.  However, there are many demands going to be made on these new consortia and it is important that the VCS has a coherent approach or their voice will not be heard and opportunities to deliver services will be lost.
Below is a list of the ten pathfinder consortia and we will keep you informed as more come on stream. In the meantime we would advise you to find out what is happening in your local area.
Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)

 North West Pathfinder GP Consortia 
Cumbria Senate
Geographical area: Cumbria

Number of practices: 86

Population size: 517,000

 

Salford PBC Consortium
Geographical area: Salford

Number of practices: 55

Population size: 240,000

 

Stockport Managed Care
Geographical area: Stockport

Number of practices: 53

Population size: 298,234

 

Manchester (Three consortia: North, Central and South)
Geographical area: Manchester

Number of practices: 105

Population size: 547,355

 

West Cheshire Health Consortium
Geographical area: Western Cheshire

Number of practices: 38

Population size: 260,000

 

Wirral GP Commissioning Consortium
Geographical area: Part of the Wirral

Number of practices: 27

Population size: 128,729

 

Eastern Cheshire Commissioning Consortium (ECCC)
Geographical area: East Cheshire

Number of practices: 22

Population size: 201,252

 

Trafford Commissioning Consortium (TCC)
Geographical area: Trafford

Number of practices: 37

Population size: 221,500

 

Fleetwood Community Commissioning Group
Geographical area: Fleetwood, North Lancashire

Number of practices: 3

Population size:  25,000

 

Wirral NHS Alliance
Geographical area: Wirral

Number of practices: 6

Population size: 32,000

To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 
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