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This is the sixth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update

A successful series of Conversations with Commissioners was recently held across the North West bringing together third sector organisations and commissioners in a series of workshops.  Attended by over 150 people the workshops highlighted the various ways in which different commissioners were approaching engagement with the third sector.  It provided the opportunity for third sector organisations to talk about what they could offer as well as ask questions. The presentations from the events are in the process of being added to VSNW’s website:  www.vsnw.org.uk.  
A new Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care), Margaret McLeod, has been appointed who will be leading on the development of the Health and Social Care Network for VSNW.

Margaret has been the development officer at VSNW for the last five years and has experience in developing thematic networks including extensive work to support third sector engagement in the health and social care policy agenda.  

Contact details are:  margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk  
0161 276 9300
07908 683927

ARC ‘Training for All’ Capacity Builders Project

The Association for Real Change (ARC),  is a national umbrella organisation for service providers, which seeks to support, develop and promote learning disability services in the UK and Europe. Within ARC, there is an active Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) unit. With funding from Capacity Builders ‘Improving Reach 2008-11’ investment programme ARC is working with BME VCS social care organisations (including learning disabilities) and training sector organisations to develop protocols to improve access to and knowledge of the training needs of the BME VCS Social Care sector.  This year the project is being delivered in the North West and ARC are keen to work with training providers.  Contact Sid Jeewa on (01604

765661) or email: disabilityworks@aol.com).

The Green Paper:  Shaping the Future of Care Together

The Green Paper, Shaping the Future of Care Together, sets out a vision for the future of adult social care in England. It proposes a new National Care Service that aims to be fair, simple and affordable for everyone. It makes the case for fundamental reform to the current system and invites views about the options for funding a new system of care and support.  A Briefing Paper is available for download.   For more detailed information visit www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk . The consultation closes on 13 November 2009.

Skills for Care – 1000 Voices Project

Skills for Care is the employer led organisation responsible for the strategic development of the social care workforce in England.  In response to the Big Care Debate launched by the Government to find out what the adult social care sector really thinks about the ‘Shaping the Future of Care Together’ Green Paper announced in July Skills for Care has launched the 1000 Voices project to find  out what social care employers think  about the Green Paper.  The responses will inform their response to that document.  To complete the questionnaire go to - www.skillsforcare.org.uk/1000voices .

Taskforce on Health Aspects of Violence against Women and Girls – Have Your Say

The Dept of Health has set up a new Taskforce which aims to identify the role and the response of health services in preventing, identifying and supporting women and girls who are victims of violence or abuse. It will also make recommendations on what more could be done to meet their needs and forms part of a cross-government strategy on Violence against Women and Girls, joining up existing work across a number of government departments. In relation to the themes covered by the Taskforce (sexual violence against children, sexual violence against women, domestic violence and harmful traditional practices and trafficking), they are interested in hearing how service delivery, commissioning and partnership working can be improved.  They also want to hear examples of good practice.

To comment email:  VAWGTaskforce@dh.gsi.gov.uk before 14 October 2009. The feedback will help inform Taskforce recommendations.   To find out more visit www.dh.gov.uk/vawg
Innovate NoW – Putting Innovation into Practice:  The NHS Regional Innovation Fund for the North West

The fund has three categories:

· The Innovation Bursary Award provides up to £25,000, primarily as a contribution to staff costs, for the adoption of an innovative service within one team or division.

· The Enabling Change Award offers up to £250,000 – or £50,000 where the applicant is a single organisation - and is designed for situations where the innovation will be implemented across or will affect a range of teams or delivery providers.

· The Innovation Sharing Award provides up to £5,000 to encourage greater understanding of an innovation, for example to run a workshop, produce written material or allow for staff time to explain its benefit to others
For more information on how to apply email:  info@innovatenow.org.uk or visit www.innovatenow.org.uk 
Events

· DofH Third Sector Learning Event – Quality Framework –  London - 13th October.  Email vcsmail@dh.gsi.gov.uk to book a place.  For more information on the Quality Framework go to http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Highqualitycareforall/index.htm 
· From Social Injustice to Health, Wealth and Wellbeing for all in the North West, DW Stadium Wigan 20th October – register at www.nwconferences.co.uk
· Provision, Protection, Partnership – the launch of the Response to Sexual Violence National Support Team’ -  London -  21st October 2009.  Contact: 020 8481 3339, email: responsetosexualviolence@livegroup.co.uk or go to www.greengagelive.com/event/responsetosexualviolence 
· ACEVO/Dept. Of Health – Positioning your organisation strategically – Manchester – 29th October. More information www.acevo.org.uk 

· Multiple Sclerosis Society free Conference: Evolving MS Services – 30th October – Lancaster.  Email  conferenceadmin@mssociety.org.uk or visit http://www.mssociety.org.uk/for_professionals/conferences_and_events/lancaster.html 
· NHS North West: North West Wellbeing Conference:  9th - 10th November 2009 - Manchester – register at www.nwconferences.co.uk
· Dept. Of Health Community Health Champions - 10th November – Leeds. For more information visit www.altogetherbetter.org.uk .
· ACEVO / Skills for Care – Health & Social Care Conference  - 27th November – Manchester. More information: www.acevo.org.uk 
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 
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