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The Network for Independent Providers of Mental Health Services in the North West




Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the fifth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.

Contents

Included in this Health Bulletin:

· Conversations with Commissioners events

· Promise NW – reps packs now available and details of launch event
· Consultation on the Care Quality Commission mental health strategy 
· Call for evidence on the role of the third sector in personalisation of public services
· Social Value Commissioning

· Case study: working together to transform adult social care in Richmond

· Helping the public to understand personal health budgets – from the Department of Health
Update

This Health Bulletin is being sent to all VSNW Bulletin subscribers in order to highlight important upcoming events and representation opportunities which we believe may have broader interest beyond our health and social care network: Conversations with Commissioners events, the launch of the Promise network, and the recruitment of volunteers to represent the Promise network. 

Conversations with Commissioners

VSNW with NHS NW will run three events, Conversations with Commissioners, to give delivery organisations the opportunity to meet with commissioners and hear every PCT talking about their local priorities.

These events are part of the NHS’ Transforming Communities agenda (http://www.northwest.nhs.uk/whatwedo/tcs/) and follow on from the successful event on 22nd April, Transforming Healthcare Commissioning: Time to Change (City of Manchester Stadium).

For full information on the events and booking details visit http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=184 
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For information about the network visit: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/networks/promise 
To join the Promise bulletin mailing list email promise@vsnw.org.uk 

Are you interested in being a Promise representative?

Promise is looking for volunteers to represent the Network at the Mental Health Improvement Programme Stakeholder Board and Steering Board.
· The Stakeholder Board is composed of members drawn from as wide a range as possible of stakeholders from across the region, a third of whom will represent users and carers. This board will be charged with overseeing the agreement and delivery of the programme and operate at a strategic level, meeting perhaps every three to four months. 

· The Steering Board will be a smaller body of 10-12 members, three of whom will be representatives of users and carers. The Steering Board will meet every four to six weeks and oversee the detailed development and delivery of the programme. 


Information on what this will involve, how the recruitment process will work and the application form can be downloaded from http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/networks/promise  The deadline for applications is 12 noon on Tuesday 8 September 2009.   
Users and carers representatives also needed

Representatives also also being sought for the MHIP Stakeholder and Steering Boards by our colleagues at Rethink and UCLAN, who are running the MHIP Standing Conference. This is specifically for service users and carers. Could you please make any users or carers aware of these opportunities – anyone interested can receive an application pack by phoning 01704 511013 or emailing standingconference@rethink.org 

Network launch event

Monday 7 September at the Gujarat Hindu Society in Preston from 10am to 3pm.

You are invited to the launch event where you can:

· Find out more about Promise and the regional landscape for mental health service delivery
· Listen to key speakers from MHIP and VSNW
· Help us to identify the barriers and opportunities for improved mental health provision in the North West and help to set the priorities for Promise
· Meet and network with other mental health service providers
The launch event is open to all third and independent sector providers of mental health services within the North West. A flyer and booking form are available online: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=221 

Please note that due to space limitations this first event is open to third and independent sector mental health providers only. Bookings can be faxed to VSNW on Fax: 0161 376 9301

Consultation on the Care Quality Commission mental health strategy 
The CQC is currently developing its strategic plan for mental health work over the next three to five years. Your views are invited on:

· Where does the Care Quality Commission need to focus its efforts in the next three to five years to really make a difference in mental health?

· How should the CQC involve people who use services and their families and carers in developing, implementing and monitoring the strategy?
The deadline for responses is Monday 17 August.
http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=225 
Call for evidence on the role of the third sector in personalisation of public services
The Cabinet Office Advisor on Third Sector Innovation, the Rt Hon Anne McGuire MP, is considering the role of the third sector in the personalisation of public services.  Anne is currently looking at this for health and social care and services to reduce crime and re-offending. 

For details visit http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=226  The deadline is Friday 25 September.
Social Value Commissioning Project
This national project aims to develop a framework which captures the social value of current commissioning and procurement, allowing the NHS to embed the use of social value concepts in its work. Pilot sites for the development and testing of the framework include Blackburn with Darwen PCT, NHS Manchester and Salford PCT.

For more information and to read the project’s first bulletin visit http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=209 

Case Study – Working together to transform Adult Social Care in Richmond
A new case study from NCVO gives an insight into how partners in this London Borough have worked together to modernise their social care provision. The collaborative approach between the Local Authority and Richmond Users Independent Living Scheme (RUILS) demonstrates how they responded to changing policy and developed consortium approaches.  Read more about the Richmond approach in the PSD Case Study.
Helping the public understand personal health budgets – Department of Health
A new leaflet from DH sets out their key public messages on personal health budgets, a current government priority. Many see this form of personalisation as a route through which voluntary sector providers can better reach their target service users. The leaflet was published on 2 July as part of DH’s commitment in High Quality Care for All. You can read it on the DH Website.
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

The bulletin and the Health & Social Care Network will be developed further by the new Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care) when in post. In the meantime, if you would like us to promote your work in anyway, please feel free to contact Richard Caulfield who is leading on this work at the moment.

Richard Caulfield

Chief Executive

Email: health@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9300
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