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Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the thirty-first VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.

Contents
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· Warm Homes, Healthy People Fund

· Accelerated learning sets for health and well being boards

· Action to Improve Alcohol Reduction

· Management of HIV – infected healthcare workers consultation

· European Commission Health Directorate– Call for proposals

· Joint Strategic Needs Assessment and Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategies explained
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Update                                                                                     

Good news! ...  Paul Burstow (Minister for Care Services) has announced the continued funding of all the Department of Health Voluntary Sector Strategic Partners for 2012/13 - in line with the amounts awarded for 2011/12.

VSNW will maintain their direct line to the Department of Health in seeking to influence the future shape of health and social care in the region.

The Strategic Partners programme directly funds twenty five national charities. It was launched in April 2009 to improve communication and dialogue between the Department and voluntary sector health and social care organisations across England.

A response to the Caring for Our Future: shared ambitions for care and support consultation was submitted on 2nd December on behalf of the region. The response was compiled from both the feedback form and from contributions at a Big Society & Health Roundtable event held in September, a Future Forum event and the VSNW annual conference (both held in October).

The response can be found here: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/view/2011-12-15-caring-for-our-future-shared-ambitions-for-care-and-support-submission
Thank you for your continuing support throughout 2011 and we wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2012.

Martin Morton

Policy & Network Officer Support (Health & Social Care)

Department of Health Update
· The new NHS operating framework, setting out the business and planning arrangements for the NHS in England for the next year, has been published. The Operating Framework for the NHS in England 2012/13 describes the national priorities, system levers and enablers needed for NHS organisations to maintain and improve the quality of services provided, while delivering transformational change and maintaining financial stability. It sets out the practical steps that need to be taken to carry the NHS through a strong and stable transition over the next year, maintaining high quality standards and financial grip, as the NHS moves towards the new modernised system envisaged in Liberating the NHS.

· The Department of Health has made a commitment to support LINks through transition to increase their effectiveness and help establish a more robust foundation on which Local HealthWatch can be built (from October 2012, subject to the passage of the Health and Social Care Bill).The commitment was made in the HealthWatch Transition Plan published in March 2011. At that time it was envisaged that the Learning Sets for LINks and HealthWatch Pathfinders would be closely aligned. Since then, it has become clear that it makes better sense to align the HealthWatch Pathfinders more closely with the Health and Wellbeing Board National Learning Network and to put separate, but complementary, support in place for LINks. The Department of Health is currently looking for a design and delivery partner to support the learning sets for LINKs from among the Voluntary Sector Strategic Partner Programme.
· The Department of Health are looking for people who use (or have used) mental health services to get involved in shaping Government policy on mental health, and family or friends who provide care and support to them to join the Ministerial Advisory Group on the Mental Health Strategy. The closing date for applications is 12 noon on Thursday 5th January 2012. The advert is attached and an easy-read version is available from Helen Steele (helen.steele@dh.gsi.gov.uk).

Warm Homes, Healthy People Fund
The Warm Homes, Healthy People Fund for winter 2011/12 has been established by the Cold Weather Plan to support local authorities in England to reduce the levels of death and morbidity due to cold housing in the coming winter in partnership with their local community, voluntary sector and statutory organisations. This is the funding that local authorities are the lead in applying for but it must be in partnership with the VCS- see letter http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/DH_131108
For more information go to: www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/11/warm-homes-healthy-people-fund/
Accelerated learning sets for health and wellbeing boards
A programme of Accelerated Learning Sets has launched to help emerging health and wellbeing boards to work together on the biggest challenges that face them on their way to statutory running from April 2013.

To find out more go to: http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/learning-sets-launch/
Action to Improve Alcohol Reduction 

Up to one in seven people in the North West of England consumes levels of alcohol that puts their health at risk. A brand new website has also been launched which is to act as an online hub for the public, professionals, and politicians to join the discussion about the impact that alcohol has. 

	

	


	


Please visit www.drinkwisenorthwest.org for further information.

Management of HIV–infected healthcare workers consultation
A consultation on expert advice about the management of HIV-infected healthcare workers, from a tripartite Working Group of the Expert Advisory Group on AIDS (EAGA), the UK Advisory Panel for Healthcare Workers Infected with Blood-borne Viruses (UKAP) and the Advisory Group on Hepatitis (AGH) has been launched. The consultation paper and accompanying documents is available on the Department of Health’s website at:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_131532
The consultation closes on 9th March 2012

European Commission Health Directorate – Call for Proposals
The European Commission Health Directorate has today launched its Call for Proposals for 2012, setting out the annual priorities and highlighting the numerous health-related areas that will receive funding during 2012.  The budget for the 2012 Call for Proposals has been set at 48.3 million euros. Organisations from the North West are eligible to apply for projects under this Call for Proposals and are encouraged to actively participate. The deadline for applications is mid March 2012.   
 

If you require further information, or have an idea of a project that may be eligible for funding under this call, please contact c.white@northwesthealth.eu or d.ritchie@northwesthealth.eu.
            

Developing the Healthcare Workforce  - North West Stakeholder Forum
 

A third event held on 22nd November focused on exploring the communications and engagement structures appropriate, to ensure both suitable stakeholder representation and involvement as well as delivery of anticipated health education outcomes. 

Copies of all monthly updates with links to documents for establishing the new workforce education and training arrangements in the North West, as well as links to relevant national documents can be found here: http://northwest.ewin.nhs.uk/news/id/473
If you have any queries about the development of the new workforce and education arrangements in the North West, please contact Nick Wood on 0161 625 7297, email Nick.Wood@northwest.nhs.uk or Kirstie Baxter on 0161 625 7283, email Kirstie.Baxter@northwest.nhs.uk
 
Joint Strategic Needs Assessment and Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategies explained
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_131702
The purpose of this document is to support the NHS, local government and emerging health and wellbeing boards as they engage with the refresh of Joint Strategic Needs Assessments and develop their preparatory joint health and wellbeing strategy. It also describes what support the Department of Health will provide, including what resources will be available and when.

Palliative care funding pilots 2012/14
 
The Department has published a call for expressions of interest in becoming a pilot site to gather the information needed to inform decisions on the creation of a new funding system for palliative care for adults and children, and to consider the proposals of the independent Palliative Care Funding Review Report. 

For more information go to: www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/11/palliative-care-funding/
Health Research Authority
The Health Research Authority (HRA) started work on 1st December 2011, as the new regulator of health research. Its central purpose is to protect and promote the interests of patients and the public in health research. The HRA will work with a range of stakeholders to combine and streamline the current approval process and promote proportionate standards for compliance and inspection. 

For more information go to: www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk/hra/
Events / Training
Personalised Approaches to People with Dementia – 19th January, Guildford.  More information www.voicemarketing.org.uk 
European Public Health:  Policy and Practice module - 23rd to 27th January 2012 – Liverpool University.  More information Dr Jennie Day on Jday@liverpool.ac.uk or 0151 794 4215

The Inaugural General Meeting of the Greater Manchester Health & Wellbeing Consortium will take place at the end of an event to establish or firm up/formalise supply chains between voluntary sector providers. It will be held between 1:30 and 4:30pm on 24th January 2012 at the St Thomas Centre and is open to all voluntary sector providers and infrastructure organisations.

For further information contact Neil Walbran on 0161 277 1036  http://www.gmcvo.org.uk/get-connected-go-market
Sexual Health Event: Engaging Vulnerable Young People: What Works? - Liverpool 25th January 2012 and Manchester 29th February 2012

The price per delegate is £99+VAT including refreshments on arrival and break time. 

You can now book onto this half day course here

Inclusion Conference: Inclusive Community Experience – 3 Day Conference - 29th - 31st January – Kirkham.  Tel 01942 513053 or go to www.embracewiganandleigh.org.uk/booking 

Dementia Training: National Museums Liverpool  'The House of Memories' museum reminiscence training programme – January to March 2012 – more information www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/houseofmemories
Skills for Care Annual Conference:  The Value of Workforce Development in Tough Times – 8th March 2012 – Manchester.  More information:  www.skillsforcare.org.uk/conference2012
TB training for Third Sector organisations.  For more information, please contact the Community Development Officer for North and Midlands – Hanif Bobat, 0161 848 0988, 07957 317707, hanif.bobat@tbalert.org
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Martin Morton

Policy & Network Officer Support (Health & Social Care)

Email: martin.morton@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9300  Mob: 07587885832
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