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Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the third VSNW Health Bulletin. 

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations
· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.

Contents
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Introduction
Work on health issues has been moving fast and we are responding to a wide range of issues where the sector has the opportunity to be at the heart of influencing regional strategy and how it is implemented locally. 

This bulletin captures some of the key work we have undertaken, and how that work with NHS NW is really coming together, but I would draw your attention to two priority issues: 
· the new post being created at VSNW: Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care) 
· the Conversation with Commissioners events which will be taking place in September.

All the best

Richard Caulfield
Chief Executive

Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care)
With support from BIG Lottery, NHS NW and the Department of Health, VSNW are advertising a new role which will support and develop a Health & Social Care Network and ensure that the sector is able to influence policy at all levels within the NHS.

Full details of this post and application forms are available at www.vsnw.org.uk/jobs. 

Application deadline: noon, 2 July 2009.

Conversations with Commissioners

VSNW with NHS NW will run three events, Conversations with Commissioners, to give delivery organisations the opportunity to meet with commissioners and hear every PCT talking about their local priorities.
These events are part of the NHS’ Transforming Communities agenda (http://www.northwest.nhs.uk/whatwedo/tcs/) and follow on from the successful event on 22nd April, Transforming Healthcare Commissioning: Time to Change (City of Manchester Stadium).

You may have seen a recent flier suggesting these events would be in July, but these have been delayed to allow sufficient notice to the sector and to ensure maximum engagement from commissioners. 
Conversations with Commissioners: 
· Greater Manchester event with local PCTs: 9th September (venue tbc)
· Cumbria and Lancashire event with local PCTs: 11th September (venue tbc)

· Merseyside & Cheshire event with local PCTs: 14th September (venue tbc)

To book please email Catherine Pollitt with your contact details (including organisation name), and state which event you will attend: catherine.pollitt@northwest.nhs.uk
Skills for Care Engagement Strategy
Following the work on developing a Third Sector Engagement Strategy for Skills for Care, we are now seeking views from the sector to review how this has impacted on the sector over the last 6 months. 
If you have views on this, please complete the survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Kb1rCgRzFyDz_2bG3d16AzNA_3d_3d
For the Skills for Care engagement strategy see pages 10 and 11 of Working Better Together in the North West: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/reports 
Proposed Social Value Award for PCTs
We are currently helping to draft, with NHS NW, the criteria for a Social Value Award for PCTs. The key areas for assessment are:
1. Engagement of the voluntary & community sector in relation to the World Class Commissioning competencies

2. Delivering on Community Cohesion (assessed through a 10 point audit tool)
3. Involvement in the development of a region wide foundation to fund innovation and charitable giving

4. Work with the NHS Leadership Academy to develop VCS & NHS leaders
These concepts are currently being fleshed out and will take time to come together. We hope to be able to identify the leads on each aspect shortly and NHS NW is currently proposing that the Award be judged by the voluntary and community sector.
A key part of the development of the award criteria stems from a joint VSNW / NHS NW event involving a number of VCS organisations and PCTs looking at a scenario planning exercise that had been developed to help future health care planning. Collaborative Scenarios, the report of that event, can be found at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/reports 
NHS NW Manifesto for Social and Economic Value
At the recent Delivering Social Value seminar, NHS NW have further outlined how they will implement their Manifesto for Social and Economic Value which was launched earlier this year.
The Manifesto includes commitments to:

· promote community cohesion

· increase local involvement in decision-making

· the use of social clauses in contracting

· donate skills and facilities to local SMEs

· ensure local suppliers are given every opportunity to compete

· prompt payment
Manifesto and further actions presentation given at the Delivering Social Value seminar: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=161 
Social Value Study Tour – Heartlands Health, Missouri 
Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of VSNW, took part in a study tour to Missouri with several partners from PCTs and NHS NW. The visit proved inspiring to all who attended and what became clear was the role that the Third Sector can play in helping health services be innovative. 

We will be using the knowledge from this study tour to shape our input in the discussions on social value commissioning. 
A full report can be found here with follow-up actions listed on pages 10-11: 
Study Tour to Heartland Heath: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/reports
Investment 4 Health (i4h)
This programme of work is looking at how all funders can seek to gain health outcomes from their work and look at tackling health inequalities through everything from housing to transport. 

Investment for Health (i4h) in the North West is a new Campaign, supported by Regional leaders from all sectors, aimed at ensuring that public investment becomes a force for the creation of health and wellbeing for all communities across the North West.

VSNW are involved in the steering group along with other partners and more details are available here: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/noticeboard/?id=162 
Department of Health third sector news
The Third issue of the Department of Health’s Third Sector Update and News is now available: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_089035 
Key news in the third issue includes:

· DH investment in the third sector 

· Strategic Partner Programme 

· Innovation, Excellence and Service Development Fund 

· Health and Social Care Volunteering Fund 

· Volunteering Strategy progress 

· Compact: review  and nominations for awards
· Care Quality Commission launched 

· World Class Commissioning Assurance – first cycle now complete 

· The Primary and Community Care Strategy 

· The NHS Constitution 

· Better Quality and Personal Healthcare – Health Bill 2009 

· Child Health Strategy launched 

· Dementia Strategy launched 

· Adult Social Care Workforce Strategy launched 

· Developing a strategy for adults with autism 

· Care and Support Green Paper to be published in June 

· New Horizons - a new vision for mental health and wellbeing 

· Roadmap – Mental Health Services 

· Age Discrimination and the Equality Bill 

Solutions not problems...
Is an event being run by Greater Manchester Community Transport and offers a great opportunity to look at how community transport can help the health service in Greater Manchester. 
Date: 9th July. Booking form and details available here: http://www.gmcvo.org.uk/files/CT%20&%20Health%20Event%20-%209th%20July%2009.pdf 
Men’s Health Week
This week!!  Visit http://www.malehealth.co.uk/ 
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 
The bulletin and the Health & Social Care Network will be developed further by the new Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care) when in post. In the meantime, if you would like us to promote your work in anyway, please feel free to contact Richard Caulfield who is leading on this work at the moment.

Richard Caulfield

Chief Executive

Email: health@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9300
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