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This is the twenty ninth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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· ACEVO Health & Social Care Conference bursaries
· The impact of health reforms on deaf BME communities briefing
· Workforce Development Strategy
· Developing the Healthcare Workforce North West Update
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 VSNW’s annual conference held on 4th October explored the opportunities and challenges for the voluntary and community sector (VCS) in the North West, amidst current government policies on Big Society, health, the economy, employment, volunteering, and VCS infrastructure. 

With a strong focus on national policy and its implementation in the North West, there were 3 specific workshops concerned with health and social care agenda - Public Health Reform (Speakers: Dr. Ann Hoskins- Acting NW Regional Director of Public Health/Robin Ireland -Chief Executive, Heart of Mersey) ,Clinical Commissioning and the VCS ( Louise Edwards- NHS NW/Sian Payne - The Lesbian & Gay Foundation) and Health and Wellbeing Boards/HealthWatch (Margaret McLeod - VSNW & Transition Alliance NW / Ged Deveraux - Transition Alliance NW).
I attended a meeting of the Transition Alliance Board on 6th October which included updates on NW Early Implementer Health and Wellbeing Boards and Clinical Commissioning Group Pathfinders. A Transition Alliance event Culture and Governance in Health and Wellbeing Boards was held on 17th October. All the Powerpoint presentations from this event can be found here: 

http://www.transitionalliance.co.uk/resources/downloads/category/43-culture-governance-in-health-wellbeing-boards
Martin Morton – Policy and Network Officer Support (Health and Social Care)

Dept of Health Update


· As detailed in Health Bulletin 28, the Department of Health have launched Caring for our future: shared ambitions for care and support – an engagement with people who use care and support services, carers, local councils, care providers, and the voluntary sector about the priorities for improving care and support. The engagement exercise will run until 2nd December and VSNW are in the process of co-ordinating a response to this engagement the details of which will be distributed shortly. More information on www.caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk 
· Future Forum: Phase 2 - NHS Future Forum and Voluntary Sector Engagement Meeting: hosted by Regional Voices and co-ordinated by VSNW was held on 18th October at Kings House Conference Centre, Manchester. This event provided a further opportunity for the voluntary sector to put forward views and expertise about the proposed health and social care reforms. Advice was sought by NHS Future Forum on four focus areas: Education and training of health and care professionals, Information, Integration, and The role of the NHS in improving health and wellbeing. The responses from the meeting are currently being compiled and will be distributed shortly.
ACEVO Health & Social Care Conference 27th October - bursaries
ACEVO are able to offer 10 bursaries for organisations with a turnover of under £1 million to attend the ACEVO Health and Social Care Conference on the 27 October thanks to a generous grant from the Department of Health. If eligible, the booking may be made via the following link: http://www.acevo.org.uk/page.aspx?pid=2623


The impact of health reforms on deaf BME communities
A joint briefing between One North West and Deaf Education Advocacy Fellowship can be found here:  ‘The impact of health reforms on deaf BME communities’.
The briefing highlights some challenges for deaf BME people around health, which could be increased under new reforms unless measures are put in place to address concerns.

Workforce Development Strategy

Skills for Care has launched an action plan to drive forward the Workforce Development Strategy that supports the development of capable, confident and skilled adult social care workers.

It focuses on how employers and key partners can support the implementation of the key workforce development areas in the strategy, which was launched by Care Services Minister Paul Burstow.

The action plan can be downloaded here: workforce development strategy
Developing the Healthcare Workforce North West Update
The Government has asked the NHS Future Forum to continue a new phase of conversations following its listening exercise on proposals, which includes education and training.
To have your say email: nhsfutureforum@dh.gsi.gov.uk
Outcome Based Commissioning

	NHS Networks is working with the clinical commissioning community to provide better access to information and better tools for discussion, intelligence sharing and collaboration. You can be part of the development programme by taking a few minutes to respond to this survey


	


European Public Health Alliance 
The EPHA position on the Health for Growth programme tries to maintain health in the discussions on how to move forward with Europe. Further details can be found here: EPHA response to the “Health for Growth programme” 


Personal Health Budgets 
People receiving continuing healthcare support from the NHS will have the right to ask for a personal health budget by April 2014, the health secretary Andrew Lansley has announced. It will give the tens of thousands of people who receive NHS continuing healthcare – those assessed to have complex health and care needs – more choice and control over their care.
 For further information: personal health budget


Openness (Duty of Candour) consultation 

The contractual Duty of Candour in health care will be an enforceable duty on providers to be open and honest with patients or their families when things go wrong, ensuring they receive information about any investigations and encouraging the NHS to learn lessons.

The Government has committed to require openness and encourage organisations to support their staff to be open through a contractual mechanism. However, there are some key principles that the Government would like views on this proposed mechanism. The consultation can be viewed at http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/10/candour-consultation/
where you will also find a consultation response form.
Events / Training
ACEVO conference - Health and social care in transition: 27 October , Hilton Liverpool. Contact: events@acevo.org.uk or T: 020 7280 4962.

Engaging African MSM Workshop @ Black Health Agency: 27 October
For HIV healthcare professionals and Counsellors - the workshop will run from 10am-1pm. For more info contact Terrence Liboma on 0113 2444209 or email: t.liboma@mesmac.co.uk
50/50 Vision and Future North West –Staying Connected conference: 2nd November. Full agenda is available on the 5050vision website www.5050Vision.com. For further information please contact Viv Gee on email - vivgee.5050vision@nwda.co.uk or telephone 01270 528798.

Self Harm Awareness Training – Cumbria:  3rd November Lancaster: 17th November Preston: 1st December    More information mary@sis-cumbria.co.uk or ring 01228 515500

Asylum Associates & Manchester Metropolitan University: Understanding and Working with the Consequences of Childhood Sexual Abuse:  8th – 10th November – Nottingham.  More information:  Peter Bullimore 07590837694.  Email peterbullimore@yahoo.co.uk 

The Economic Imperative: NHS Reforms conference The Barbican, London: 10th November  
For further information contact: James Greenall jgreenall@ps-event.org.uk or
telephone – 0161 831 7111

In Your Own Words – Better practice in commissioning and using interpreting and translation services in health and social care: 18th November, London. Any further enquiries: Farah Islam –Barrett at farah@racefound.org.uk
Health Conference: All change! - gearing up for the health and social care reforms. This is the Department of Health's Third Sector Strategic Partners' event - 21 November Central London. Steve Field, Chair of NHS Future Forum confirmed as keynote speaker at a time when the Health & Social Care Bill reaches a critical stage on its journey through Parliament. Further information on the seminars at the conference can be found on: http://www.navca.org.uk/news/view-article/chair-of-nhs-future-forum-to-address-health-conference
Putting personalisation into practice: New models of payment, planning and provision in supported housing and adult social care - 22nd November, London. Further information can be found on:

http://lemosandcrane.co.uk/home/index.php?id=213554&eventstage=book&emailid=0:79:7
Breaking the Mould- Supporting Older People Conference -1st December, Birmingham .

Contact National Housing Federation Business Sales & Support Team on 020 7067 1066 or email events@housing.org.uk
TB training for Third Sector organisations.  For more information, please contact the Community Development Officer for North and Midlands – Hanif Bobat, 0161 848 0988, 07957 317707, hanif.bobat@tbalert.org
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Martin Morton

Policy & Network Officer Support (Health & Social Care)

Email: martin.morton@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9300  Mob: 07587885832
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