[image: image1.wmf]Gateway House

Piccadilly South

Manchester

M60 7LP

Tel: 0161 236 9456

Fax: 0161 237 2264

Email: 

enquiries@northwest.nhs.uk

Website: 

www.northwest.nhs.uk


Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the nineteenth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update                                          
The number of publications and consultation papers coming out of the Dept of Health continues apace and VSNW along with our national colleagues will over the next couple of months ensure that you have opportunities to be informed and respond to the consultations.  The most recent briefing is on the Public Health White Paper: Healthy Lives, Healthy People which you can download at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/briefings .  This has been followed up with two further Public Health consultation papers on Commissioning and Outcomes.   You will find full details of all the documents below with links.
Two key areas that the VCS needs to ensure it has engagement with are:

· Health and Wellbeing Boards which are now being set up by local authorities to replace existing LSP Health Forum in many areas
· The first GP Consortia Pathfinders have been announced – see the December Health Bulletin Extra for details (http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/healthbulletin) 

Although VSNW is working at a regional level to raise awareness and understanding of the sector it is important that local providers contact their local infrastructure organisations, be that the CVS or a local Health Forum or Network.  Local providers and organisations need to find out what is happening in their local area with regard to VCS representation and voice with the new structures.  It is important that as early as possible in the setting up of the new Boards and Consortia that GP’s and Commissioners understand what their local VCS has to offer.
2011 is going to be a financially challenging year for everyone and we want you to flag up examples of good and bad practice with regard to your dealings with local authorities and PCT’s using our short on line survey (http://polldaddy.com/s/EA244AB5E9162F85) 
Finally, below under Funding Opportunities are details of how to find out more information about the Dept of Health Finance Assistant Fund set up to support providers of health and social care services who may be facing financial hardship.  Closing date is 19th January 2011.
Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)

Choose Well Campaign – On Line Survey

Choose Well campaign, which aims to: encourage people to self-care where appropriate for common complaints has launched an on line survey to measure how effective their winter campaign has been.  They survey is available at http://www.northwest.nhs.uk/whatwedo/choosewellthiswinter/can_you_help_us?.html
Commission on Funding Care and Support
The Commission has launched a Call for Evidence on what a future funding system for care and support might look like.  For more information go to http://www.dilnotcommission.dh.gov.uk/call-for-evidence/ 
Funding Opportunities

· Active at 60.  Community Groups in the following areas of the NW will be able to bid for grants of between £250 and £3,000 to help older people keep active:  Blackpool, Knowsley, Liverpool, Manchester, Rochdale, Salford, Wirral.  For more information email activeat60@cdf.org.uk.
· Dept of Health Third Sector Financial Assistance Fund 2010/11 provides support to Third Sector Organisations who deliver or support health and social care that may be experiencing significant financial hardship in 2010/11. This may be due to in-year reductions in the organisation’s overall funding allocations; reduced trading income or cutbacks as a result of the recent recession and/or any other legitimate reason(s), which may have affected the financial stability of the organisation.  Closing Date is 19th January.  More information at http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_123020
 Joint Strategic Needs Assessment

Joints Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) is seen as having a key role to play in the reform of local health services and the way both health and social care services will be commissioned.  Voluntary Organisations Disability Group has developed a set of on line resources to support both the voluntary and community sector and public sector commissioners understanding of the JSNA process.  http://www.vodg.org.uk/JSNA-Resources/tools-and-good-practice.html .
Latest Department of Health Publications and Consultations 

· The NHS Outcomes Framework - supports the NHS White Paper’s vision of achieving health outcomes that are amongst the best in the world. Download from http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_122944
· Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Public Health Outcomes Framework. Proposals for a Public Health Outcomes Framework follows last month's Public Health White Paper Healthy Lives, Healthy People. Consultation closes 31st March 2011. More information http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_122912
· Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Funding and Commissioning Routes for Public Health Consultation. Consultation closes 31st March 2011.  More information http://www.dh.gov.uk/healthypeople 
· Liberating the NHS: Developing the Healthcare Workforce sets out proposals for a new workforce, education and training structure driven by patient need and led by local healthcare providers. More information:  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_122590
NHS North West Perinatal & Infant Mental Health (PIMH) Service Improvement Project - Training & Educational Needs Survey

As part of the NHS North West Perinatal & Infant Mental Health (PIMH) Service Improvement Project, a short survey has been devised to identify current training and educational needs across a wide range of agencies and services.  Go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/perinatalandinfantmentalhealth  Closing date 9th January 2011. 
NHS Operating Framework 2011/12: Year of Transition
Primary Care Commissioning have produced an overview of the key changes, outlining the implications for primary care including the structure of institutions and their roles and responsibilities during the transition process. Download the Overview from http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/uploads/commissioning/2010/12/a_year_of_transition_the_operating_framework_2011-12.pdf 
The full Operating Framework can be downloaded from http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Financeandplanning/Planningframework/index.htm
Skills for Care

New Type of Worker Programme is a national programme of Skills for Care to look at the re-design of roles for workers in social care and enable employers to develop and implement new roles.  The Programme aims to find out what support, training and qualitifcations will be needed by new types of workers.  For more information go to http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/workforce_strategy/new_types_of_worker/what_is_NToW.aspx 
Tender Opportunities
· Proposals are invited for the delivery of innovation in services that increase the employment of adults with learning disabilities, especially those that may have traditionally received day care services. Sums available 2 x £60k (total available £120K). 

· Proposals are invited for the delivery of innovation in services that increase settled supported housing options for persons with mental health issues or learning disabilities. Sums available 2 x £55k (total available £110K).

Download the tender specifications at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health .  Closing date 24th January 2011.
Events / Training
Skills for Care Standard & Qualifications Event – 12th January – Leyland, nr Preston.  More information http://northwest.skillsforcare.org.uk/standards or phone 01772 459401 or email northwest@skillsforcare.org.uk
ChaMPs:  “Putting the ART into PARTnerships”  Exploring collaborative opportunities for successful Arts Health partnerships – 19th January – Liverpool.  To register for a place email cpd@champs.nhs.uk
GMCVO Big Health Day – 20th January 2011- Manchester.  More information http://www.gmcvo.org.uk/big-health-day 
Joint Sitra and NHF Conference: Health and Housing: keeping the conversation going – 1st February 2011 – Reebok Stadium, Bolton.  More information http://www.sitra.org/healthandhousing/
Skills for Care Annual Conference – 1st March – Telford, Shropshire. More information www.skillsforcare.org.uk .  

Agenda for Later Life – Age UK – 8th March – London.  More information http://www.ageuk.org.uk/conferences?itc=0&ito=2141&itv=1030812489397 

Brain Tumour UK: Medicine and Me Conference – 6th April – London.  More information http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/mmb03.php

To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care)
Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
Mob: 07908 683927
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