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This is the fifteenth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update                                          
August is traditionally the month when if you are not on holiday you can take the time to draw breath, clear up your back log of emails and catch up on some reading.  Well the Health White Paper and its accompanying Consultation Papers ensured that it has not been a quiet month!  The Consultation event on 7th September has had an overwhelming response with all 120 places already taken.  If you are not able to attend the Consultation Event but wish to contribute to the North West response then please email your views to Margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line Health White Paper.

Published at the same time as the White Paper was the Dept of Health Structural Reform Framework which, whilst it does replicate much of what is in the White Paper, does also give more information about public health and other planned reforms, together with timescales.  Download the Framework at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/files/DH%20Structural%20Reform%20Framework.pdf .

If you do have time for some reading the following two publications may be of interest.  One is a discussion paper on the future of the social care market and the challenges and issues ahead along with suggested features for an ‘ideal market’. (http://www.puttingpeoplefirst.org.uk/_library/Briefing_paper_1_The_future_social_care_market.pdf).  The other is a report on Commissioning for Personalisation and its move from the fringes to the centre of public policy, looking at its potential implementation not just in the fields of health and social care but across housing, employment, etc.  http://www.cipfa.org.uk/pmpa/publications/download/Commissioning_for_personalization_-_from_the_fringes_to_the_mainstream.pdf.
Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)

Autism Strategy 'Fulfilling and rewarding lives' Implementation Consultation 
The consultation seeks views on the draft guidance to health and social care services.  Consultation closes on 22nd October.  More information: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_118058
Briefing #34 Analysis of the Voluntary Sector Social Care Workforce in the North West
Skills for Care have produced an analysis of the Voluntary Sector Social Care workforce in the North West using the most recent data from the National Minimum Data Sets.  The briefing provides information on workforce turnover, reasons for leaving, pay and qualifications.  Download from http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/briefings 
Future North West Consultation Open Now

A document outlining the agreed strategic priorities of the North West based on the Regional Strategy consultation work over the last two years is now open for consultation until 8 October 2010.  More information http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/2010-08-24-future-north-west-consultation-now-open 
New Social Care Qualifications
A whole range of new qualifications are being developed by Skills for Care in partnership with awarding organisations. The current Health and Social Care (HSC) NVQs level 2 and 3 will be replaced by Health and Social Care (HSC) Diplomas at Level 2 and 3. These will be launched in January 2011. A new leaflet has been produced explaining the changes and new qualifications.  Download the leaflet from www.skillsforcare.org.uk/qcf.  For hard copies contact catherine.wilson@skillsforcare.org.uk    
NHS Principles and Rules for Cooperation and Competition
The Principles and Rules of Cooperation and Competition (PRCC) form part of the Operating Framework for the NHS and have been reviewed to ensure they are consistent with the Health White Paper.  More information: http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_118220.pdf
Personalisation 

· Department of Health – Direct Payment Scheme Pilots.   A joint bid from Merseyside (Knowsley PCT, Liverpool PCT and Sefton PCT) has been included in the list of pilots for the implementation of health direct payments which will run until 2012.  The Merseyside pilot will be for Mental Health.  More information http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleases/DH_117040 
· Regulatory and Legislative Barriers to Micro Enterprise.  A summary of regulatory and legislative barriers to micro enterprises in delivering services to individuals has been produced by NAAPS.  It contains examples of where small providers have been unable to become approved providers, curtail service provision, etc. More information Alex Fox: alex@naaps.org.uk. www.naaps.org.uk. 
· Commissioning for Personalisation: from the fringes to the mainstream.  This report takes stock of where Personalisation is up to and draws on interviews with public sector, users, third and private sectors.  Download from http://www.cipfa.org.uk/pmpa/publications/download/Commissioning_for_personalization_-_from_the_fringes_to_the_mainstream.pdf
Refreshing the National Carers Strategy – call for evidence

The Government is seeking views on the key priorities – supported wherever possible by evidence of good practice – on what will have the greatest impact on improving carers’ lives in the next four years.  The deadline for responses is 20 September 2010.  More information http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117249 
Skills for Care: Invitation to bid for Newly Qualified Social Worker Activity – closing date 10th September
Skills for Care North West is seeking to support a number of small scale projects to support NQSW development across the region. Funding will support developmental projects that meet and identified support need either for NQSWs, front line managers and / or mentors. More information northwest@skillsforcare.org.uk stating bid for the NSQW activity work.
Supporting People to Live and Die Well: A Framework for Social Care at End of Life
The Department of Health’s End of Life Care Strategy and accompanying implementation programme is intended to change the ‘culture’ and experience of dying on three different levels: wider society’s awareness, service user experience and the professional and service delivery infrastructure. This framework addresses the social care aspect of those changes.  Further information and download: http://www.endoflifecareforadults.nhs.uk/assets/downloads/Social_care_framework_again.pdf 

Third Sector Investment Programme: Innovation, Excellence and Service Development Fund 2011/12
The Dept of Health are inviting voluntary and community sector organisations to apply for the Innovation, Excellence and Service Development Fund which supports health and social care projects.  The closing date for applications is 1st November 2010 and the fund is for projects which will begin in April 2011 or later.  More information http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_118373 
TB Alert Seminars
TB Alert  are planning a series  of  Seminars  in  the North west region  for the  Community and voluntary sector organizations to raise awareness and highlight  the increasing rates of TB in our  region. We  will additionally offer “ train the trainer”  Training to  Third sector staff  around TB and how  they  may  want to be part of the  pilot projects during  the next year.  Further information email hanif.bobat@tbalert.org or telephone 0161 875 2067 
Take action NOW to support government presence in the regions!

VSNW are running a petition to maintain Government Offices in the region.  They are being closed alongside a range of other regional structures.  VSNW believes that Government Offices have supported the third sector’s engagement in Local Strategic Partnerships, with local government, and with decision-makers in Parliament. To sign the petition go to http://bit.ly/savegos.
Events / Training
Wanted: Your Views on a National Skills Strategy for the Third Sector: consultation event with the sector to develop the skills strategy – 10th September – Manchester.  More information   round.table@skills-thirdsector.org.uk or www.skills-thirdsector.org.uk .
.
Healthy People 4 Healthy Profits: An event for employers and advisers wanting to learn more about workplace health and wellbeing – 10th September – Westleigh Conference Centre, Preston. More information kirstie.haines@neweconomymanchester.com 
Moving Further Forward:  event is to bring together some of the key people working in art in mental health – 17th September – Manchester.  More information:  email breakthrough@mentalhealth.freeserve.co.uk or www.breakthroughmhart.com .
Listen Value Invest: The Conference  will explore how the third sector can deliver for England's North West in a changing political landscape.  Keynote speaker: John Blacow, Speaker of the House of Commons – 29th September – Manchester Conference Centre.  More information http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events/view/115 
North West Health Impact Assessment (HIA) training course: 4 days from 11th-20th October – Liverpool.  Applications only from Cheshire and Merseyside.  More information Jane Harris: j.harris1@ljmu.ac.uk .
Alcohol Awareness Week: 18th – 24th October.  More information from http://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/ .

Advocating Intelligent Commissioning: An interactive NAVCA seminar for local support and development organisation workers.  27th October 2010 – St. Thomas Centre, Ardwick, Manchester.  For more information: events@navca.org.uk  or telephone 0114 278 6636

Self Harm Awareness Training Workshops – Dates in September, October and November in Cumbria.  For more information: Steve Lax on 01228 515500, email steve@sis-cumbria.co.uk or visit www.sis-cumbria.co.uk/awareness-training/
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer (Health & Social Care)
Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
Mob: 07908 683927
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