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This is the fourteenth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update                                          
The publication of Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS – the government Health White Paper - has been followed in the last week by a series of Consultation papers.  The proposals outlined will have a major impact on the way health services are commissioned and on the way voluntary and community sector providers engage with the new commissioners of services.  A whole new set of relationships will need to develop as PCT’s are abolished and GP Consortia are set up.  In addition to the Consortia there will be a National Commissioning Board, and a Public Health Service.  Regulation and quality control will come through new and increased powers for the Care Quality Commission, Monitor and HealthWatch (which will replace LINks at a local level).  
A Briefing on the White Paper prepared in partnership with Regional Voices can be downloaded from http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications .
The White Paper and the Consultation topics which accompany it are available from http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/LiberatingtheNHS/index.htm 
Regional Consultation workshops will be held during September in partnership with Regional Voices (VSNW’s national network) and the Department of Health, to inform the sector and to gather views.  The new Consortia will consist of local authorities, GPs and communities.  It is through communities that the voluntary and community sector (VCS) might have the opportunity to influence, shape and deliver services as appropriate. In this context, it is important that as many support and frontline VCS organisations as possible attend these events.

You will have the opportunity to develop a better understanding of the proposals by hearing directly from Senior Department of Health officials leading in these areas, and to feedback directly on the 5 consultation topics that have been released to go alongside the White Paper.  Regional Voices will use feedback from these events to help inform our response to each of the 5 consultation areas.

Whether you currently deliver, or plan to deliver, health and care services, you should be aware of the proposals contained within the White Paper and how they will affect you.
The date for the North West consultation event will be announced very shortly but if you would like to register your interest in attending email Margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk .
Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)

Access to Volunteering Fund
The final date for submissions for The Access to Volunteering Fund which awards grants to help organisations support disabled volunteers is 6th September.  The North West is one of three pilot regions offering grants of up to £5000.  For more information:   www.accesstovolunteering.org  or telephone 03000 123 346.  

Commission on the Funding of Care and Support

The Government has announced the establishment of a commission to advise it on the funding of care and support.  The Commission will make recommendations on how to achieve an affordable and sustainable funding system for care and support, for all adults in England, both in the home and other settings.  More information:  http://carecommission.dh.gov.uk/ .

‘Enough is Enough! Action Against Homophobia’ campaign.

Lesbian and Gay Foundation recently launched ‘Enough is Enough! Action Against Homophobia’ to campaign for justice and to highlight how homophobia can impact on all lives, regardless of sexuality.  To sign and find out more information: http://www.lgf.org.uk/enough
Equality Act 2010: What Do I Need To Know?
A series of of summary guides and "Quick Start" guides to the key changes in the law, produced by the Government Equalities Office in partnership with the British Chambers of Commerce, Citizens Advice and the Equality and Diversity Forum, to support implementation of the Act.  To find out more: http://www.eren.org.uk/index.php/archives/728
New LGBT Carers Support Group and Online Forum

LGBT carers are now able to get online to find information, discussions and support or attend a new support group in Manchester.  For more information:  contact Glenn Street on 0161 234 4254 or go to www.lgf.org.uk/carers .

NW Health Equity Platform
An online social network for North West health professionals to discuss health inequality issues has been set up. The purpose is to offer an online platform for various stakeholders from the region to share and discuss ideas with a particular focus on the upcoming Frameworks Programme 7 (FP7) research funding call, which will have a specific health inequalities strand. For more information:  www.equitychannel.net .
Personalisation 

· If you missed the Third Sector Are You Ready? conference all the presentations and links to documents, websites, etc. which were presented and discussed at the event are now available at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health/personalisation.

· Skills for Care and the NW Joint Improvement Partnership have produced a report summarising the outcomes of workshops that brought together commissioners and providers to explore the impact of personalisation on the social care workforce.   The report explores the changing roles of staff within both local authority commissioning teams and provider organisations to meet the requirements of personalisation, and how commissioners and providers can work together to enable the change.  Download from http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health/personalisation 
Sex and Violence:  Improving Your Care
The Dept of Health Task Force has produced a young people’s version of its report on the health aspects of violence against women and children.  Copies can be downloaded from http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_117564.pdf .
Skills for Care: Helping with CQC Inspection Outcomes
Skills for Care has developed 'Meeting the workforce regulations: Skills for Care advice on CQC's workforce-specific outcomes' which refer specifically to outcomes 14 (Supporting Workers) and 25 (Registered Person Training) of the CQC Essential Standards of Quality and Safety.  More information http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/qualifications_and_training/adviceonmeetingCQCregulations/Skills_for_Care_materials_to_help_with_meeting_CQC_inspection_outcomes.aspx?text=small .

Events / Training
Have Your Say on the Health White Paper:  the opportunity to develop a better understanding of the proposals by hearing directly from Senior Department of Health officials.  Date in September to be announced shortly.  To register your expression of interest in attending email Margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk .
Alcohol Awareness Week: 18th – 24th October.  More information from http://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/ .

Advocating Intelligent Commissioning: An interactive NAVCA seminar for local support and development organisation workers.  27th October 2010 – St. Thomas Centre, Ardwick, Manchester.  For more information: events@navca.org.uk  or telephone 0114 278 6636

Self Harm Awareness Training Workshops – Dates in September, October and November in Cumbria.  For more information: Steve Lax on 01228 515500, email steve@sis-cumbria.co.uk or visit www.sis-cumbria.co.uk/awareness-training/
Moving Further Forward:  event is to bring together some of the key people working in art in mental health – 17th September – Manchester.  More information:  email breakthrough@mentalhealth.freeserve.co.uk or www.breakthroughmhart.com .
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer:  Health & Social Care

Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
Mob: 07908 683927
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