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This is the thirteenth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update                                          
The successful joint VSNW and NW JIP Personalisation Conference held earlier this week highlighted the need for service providers to be taking not only a very businesslike approach to their organisation’s services but also a very person centred approach to the people they would be delivering those services to if they are to be successful.  The times ahead are going to provide both opportunities and challenges for health and social care providers. The landscape in which the sector operates may change but the increasing need for services will not and the message from the coalition government is that there will be an increasing role for the voluntary and community sector.  We await the Health White Paper with interest.
Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)

Access to Volunteering Fund
The pilot scheme, which is funded by the Office for Civil Society, aims to overcome the barriers that prevent disabled people volunteering.  Awards of up to £5,000 are available in three test regions – including the North West.  Applications can be by web, e-mail, phone or post. Closing date 6th September 2010.  For more information go to www.accesstovolunteering.org  or Tel: 03000 123 346. 


Care Quality Commission – Consultation on Revised Enforcement Policy
This consultation looks at changes the Care Quality Commission have had to make to the enforcement policy to reflect their new enforcement powers, because some are different to those they anticipated when it  published its first policy in March 2009.  The consultation runs until Tuesday 31 August 2010. CQC plans to publish the final enforcement policy on 1 October 2010.  For more information go to http://www.cqc.org.uk/yourviews/consultations/enforcementpolicy.cfm
Commissioning Healthcare in Prisons
This report outlines how PCTs and local councils commission health and social care for offenders. The paper provides an overview of findings from surveys and includes recommendations for PCTs, as well as highlighting arrangements for continuity of care when prisoners are released or transferred. Go to: http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/Commissioninghealthcareinprisons2008-09.pdf  for more information.
Ethnic Minority Cancer Awareness Week: 3rd-10th July 
Ethnic Minority Cancer Awareness Week (EMCAW) is taking place between the 3rd and 10th of July 2010. The theme for this year is increasing awareness and early diagnosis of cancer among ethnic minority communities and groups.   For more information: http://www.emcaw.co.uk/our-resource/resource-and-information-pack.html 
Marmot Review: Fair Society, Healthy Lives Update
The spotlight has returned to the work of Professor Sir Michael Marmot with the publication of the National Audit Office report highlighting health inequalities and the growing gap between the rich and poor in the UK. The Marmot Review now has a dedicated website:  http://www.marmotreview.org/ which provides information and resources.
NW Regional Offender Health Team – Directory of VCS Organisations
The NW Regional Offender Health Team aim to reduce health inequalities in order to improve people’s lives and reduce re-offending.  They have produced a directory of organisations working to improve the health of people in the North West and would like to hear from Voluntary and Community Sector organisations who would like to be included or make amendments to the Directory.  Download the Directory at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health
Personalisation Conference: Third Sector Are You Ready? – 29th June

Feedback from the Personaliation Conference which VSNW organised in partnership with the NW Joint Improvement Partnership has been very positive with many delegates going away with a lot of useful information and food for thought.  The key note presentations from the day are on the VSNW website:  http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health and links to tools and other information will appear shortly.

Social Return on Investment
The Race Equality Foundation has produced a paper with a list of links to a range of resources and websites on social return on investment topics.  Download the paper from http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health  
Social Values
Following Social Values: Myth or Economic Reality Conference a set of guides and a toolkit have been produced by NHS NW to explain Social Values and how it can be used in the commissioning of services.  For more information go to http://www.northwest.nhs.uk/whatwedo/socialvalueproject/social_value_project.html.  In addition the Social Values DVD shown at the conference can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/user/NWNHS#p/a/u/0/cuc3-pwzy4U
Skills for Care: Work smart, work safe - combating violence against care staff

Violence against social care staff remains a major concern and it's a difficult area for employers and individuals to address. Skills for Care has produced posters and work smart, work safe guides that offer simple practical advice on risk management to avoid violent situations at work.  There are two guides – one for employers and one for staff and volunteers.  To order copies email catherine.wilson@skillsforcare.org.uk.  For examples of policies, procedures, training, etc. go to www.skillsforcare.org.uk/combatingviolence
 Events / Training
Collective Voice Outreach Conference – main event 6th July and a series of days taking the Conference out to participants.  More information:  email collectivevoice@rethink.org
5th International Carers Conference – 8th – 11th July 2010 – Leeds.  For more information: http://www.neilstewartassociates.com/sh259/ 
ACEVO - Health and Social Care Conference - Implications for the Third Sector after the Election – London – 14th July.  More information: http://www.acevo.org.uk/hscconference 
North West Ambulance Service NHS Trust Community Diversity and Engagement Event - Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool - Sunday 25th July 2010.  More information at www.nwas.nhs.uk/celebration
Self Harm Awareness Training Workshops – series of dates across Cumbria.  For more information: Steve Lax on 01228 515500, email steve@sis-cumbria.co.uk or visit www.sis-cumbria.co.uk/awareness-training/
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod
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