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This is the eleventh VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.

Contents

Included in this edition are:
· Update
· Grants up for grabs for Lancashire’s Voluntary Groups
· Health Foundation – Closing the Gap
· Important changes to CQC’s assessment of adult social services
· National Audit of Psychological Therapies for Depression
· Personalisation – A Rough Guide
· Review of access to NHS by foreign nationals – consultation proposals
· Roll out of improving access to psychological therapies (IAPT)
· Skills for Care common induction standards are refreshed
· Events and Training
Update                                          
The new ministers are in place at the Department of Health and have quickly outlined their main aims.  The Health focus is very much on the patient and services being driven from below rather than top down.  Social Care begins with a commission to look at long term care and will continue the rolling out of personal budgets.  More information on these latest announcements can be found on VSNW’s Health & Social Care web pages.
Personalisation continues to dominate both health and social care – there is a new revised guide from the Social Care Institute for Excellence – details below.  VSNW in partnership with the NW Joint Improvement Partnership for Personalisation is holding a one day conference to give third sector providers an insight into the way in which Personalisation will increasingly change how services are delivered and to look at new ways of working. To book a place go to http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events/view/132 .

Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)
Grants Up For Grabs for Lancashire’s Voluntary Groups
LANCASHIRE County Council's Carers' Team are inviting representatives from the county's voluntary, community and faith sector groups to an information workshop where they will find out about how they can apply for small grants of up to £15,000.  At the workshop, the groups will receive information on the funding which can be used to test out new initiatives to support adult carers in Lancashire. The workshop will take place on the morning of Thursday, June 24.  For more information contact Susan Liptrot from the county council's Carers' Team.  Email  susan.liptrot@lancashire.gov.uk or phone 01772 532371. 

Health Foundation – Closing the Gap

The Health Foundation is currently looking for partnerships to be part of this year’s Closing the Gap Award Scheme.  This year there will be eight awards of up to £400,000 each. This year’s Closing the Gap aims to transform the dynamic between people who use health services and those who provide them. They are looking for proposals involving working partnerships with a real commitment to long-term change which could include local clinical leaders, commissioners, providers, service users, national change agencies, professional bodies or the voluntary sector. Closing date 13thJuly 2010.  For more information:  http://www.health.org.uk/current_work/programmes/closing_the_gap.html
Important Changes to CQC’s Assessment of Adult Social Care Services 
CQC is working closely with the adult social care sector in developing a new system to replace quality ratings (star ratings) for registered social care services. The current quality ratings system will cease ahead of the new registration system and new standards, which come into force on 1 October under the Health and Social Care Act 2008.  CQC has already begun talks with stakeholders to discuss how a new system might work. Further information: http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?FaArea1=customwidgets.content_view_1&cit_id=36254
National Audit of Psychological Therapies for Depression
This audit will look at the experience of people attending psychological therapy sessions, between September and November 2010.  All North West services providing NHS funded therapies for anxiety and depression across primary & secondary care and the third sector, are invited to take part.  For more information: http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/clinicalservicestandards/centreforqualityimprovement/
psychologicaltherapies.aspx
Personalisation – A Rough Guide 

The Social Care Institute for Excellence have recently published their revised guide to Personalisation.  The guide is aimed at front line practitioners in both the third as well as public sectors as well as those with an interest in Personalisation.  Download from:  http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/reports/report20.asp 
Review of access to the NHS by foreign nationals: Consultation on proposals

The Regional Strategic Migration Group is putting together a response to the above review.  If you would like to contribute to the North West response email  john.horgan@manchester.gov.uk.  To respond to the national consultation visit http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_113233
Roll-Out of Improving Access to Psychological Therapies (IAPT)
Realising the Benefits details the next steps in the move towards the full roll out of Improving Access to Psychological Therapy services. The guidance provides support for established and developing services, focusing on quality standards and analysing the progress that has been made in rolling out services to date.  Download from: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112982 

Skills for Care Common Induction Standards (CIS) are Refreshed
The Skills for Care Common Induction Standards (CIS) are the gold standard for induction in social care and were created five years ago.   Following a consultation the huge changes in the adult social care sector led to this revision and the revised standards will be available on our website in June 2010. There will be a transition period of 12 months from the launch of the new standards.   More information from www.skillsforcare.org.uk
2010 Health and Social Care Awards
The closing date for the 2010 Health and Social Care Awards is Friday 18th June.  The Awards are open to any team from across the health and social care system in England. There are six categories.  For more information visit http://www.institute.nhs.uk/hsca/national.aspx 
Events / Training

Personalisation: Third Sector Are You Ready – 29th June 2010 – Reebok, Bolton.  VSNW / Personalisation JIP partnered event.  Further information: email Margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk or visit: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events/view/132 

ACEVO – Health and Social Care after the Election – 14th June 2010 – London.  For more information: http://www.acevo.org.uk/Page.aspx?pid=1786 
Social Marketing in Action – 17th June 2010 – Stobart Stadium Widnes – sharing good practice and collaboration in public health campaigns.  For more information: email yvonne.martin2@champs.nhs.uk
Collective Voice Outreach Conference – main event 6th July and a series of days taking the Conference out to participants.  For more information:  email collectivevoice@rethink.org
5th International Carers Conference – 8th – 11th July 2010 – Leeds.  For more information: http://www.neilstewartassociates.com/sh259/ 
Self Harm Awareness Training Workshops – series of dates across Cumbria.  For more information: Steve Lax on 01228 515500, email steve@sis-cumbria.co.uk or visit  www.sis-cumbria.co.uk/awareness-training/
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer:  Health & Social Care

Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
Mob: 07908 683927
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