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This is the eleventh VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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· Inclusion Health: improving primary care for socially excluded people

· National Audit Office:  Successful Commissioning Toolkit
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· ‘Reaching Out’ Report:  Understanding the Health Attitudes of Harder to Reach Groups in the North West

· The NHS Commissioning Environment: A Guide for Third Sector Organisations​​​​​​​​​
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Update                                          
March saw the publication of a range of documents, links to some of which are below, in the run up to the announcement of the election date.  We are now in the period of pre-election purdah and you may find it interesting to read the three main political parties’ health policies.

Liberal Democrats:  http://www.libdems.org.uk/health.aspx
Labour:  http://www.labour.org.uk/policies/health 

Conservative:  http://www.conservatives.com/Policy/Where_we_stand/Health.aspx 
Margaret McLeod – Policy and Network Officer (Health and Social Care)
5-year Plan for the Regulation of Mental Health Services

Care Quality Commission's (CQC) 5-year plan for the regulation of mental health services was launched last week.  The plan sets out the overall direction and priorities for regulation and improvement in health and adult social care.  It includes a set of actions which summarise the key deliverables (see tables 2&3).  The plan can be downloaded at:  www.cqc.org.uk/publications.cfm?fde_id=15304 

Better Health Guides for CEO’s
ACEVO who have been working partnership with the Dept. of Health have produced three guides for CEO’s on Contracting for Community Services, Contracting for Mental Health Services and a guide to the Care Quality Commission.  They can be downloaded at http://www.acevo.org.uk/Page.aspx?pid=1782 

DWP - Care First Careers - £1000 for eligible young people recruited

DWP are offering £1,000 for every eligible young person recruited into the Care Sector. To be eligible the new recruit must be 18-24 years old and have been claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance continuously for six months or more.  DWP can also help access training to develop the new recruit even further once they’re in employment. To find out more go to www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk/carefirstcareers  
Daphne III – Call for Partners
Toynbee Hall  a third sector organisation working to support and empower local communities in London are seeking partners to apply for DAPHNE III (a European Commission programme dedicated to fighting violence against children, young people and women) funding for a project concerned with tackling violence against women.  This may be of particular interest to North West partners, as this issue is a regional priority area.  The deadline for applications is 30 April 2010.  If you are potentially interested contact Hong Sung, (telephone: 0044 20 7392 2929, email: hong.sung@toynbeehall.org.uk).

Inclusion Health: improving primary care for socially excluded people
This is a practical guide to support PCTs in commissioning improved primary care services for socially excluded people.  The Guide can be downloaded from http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114067
National Audit Office:  Successful Commissioning Toolkit
The National Audit Office have launched an on line tool kit for local level funders and commissioners.  The website aims to help local commissioners in the public sector get better value for money from third sector organisations.  It also aims to help third sector organisations become more informed about the commissioning process, and about what they should expect from financial relationships with the public sector.  http://www.nao.org.uk/guidance__good_practice/third_sector/successful_commissioning/successful_commission_toolkit/toolkit_home.aspx 
Progress For Providers Tool 

A self assessment tool has been developed by providers and commissioners to help providers think about their progress in responding to the personalisation agenda. The tool particularly focuses on delivering personalised, individually costed services and individual service funds.  The document can be downloaded from www.progressforproviders.org 
Paths to Personalisation in Mental Health Framework

The guide provides information about what personalisation means for mental health services and supports, offers examples of what needs to be in place to make things work, and provides pointers to good practice and sources of advice and information.  A copy of the framework can be downloaded at www.nmhdu.org.uk 
‘Reaching Out’ Report:  Understanding the Health Attitudes of Harder to Reach Groups in the North West
The results of this study demonstrate the clear views of some of those living in the North West about who is responsible for their health and when they choose to access the NHS. Around two thirds (64%) of those questioned believe it is their responsibility alone to take care of their health. The report outlines a number of recommendations that will help to bring harder to reach population groups and the healthcare system closer together to improve public health.  The document can be downloaded at http://www.nwph.net/ourlife/ReachingOutweb.pdf
The NHS Commissioning Environment: A Guide for Third Sector Organisations​​​​​​​​​


This guidance is designed to help third sector organisations understand the complexity of the developing NHS commissioning environment.  It focuses on commissioning structures, how to engage with the NHS, tendering routes and processes.  The document can be downloaded at http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115159  

Events / Training
· Social Value – Economic Myth or Reality – 8th June – Aintree Racecourse, Liverpool.  To register contact Stacey.chantler@northwest.nhs.uk 
· Making the Link: Matching EU Opportunities to North West Health Priorities” – 29th April – Manchester.  For more information contact j.taylor@northwesthealth.eu
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod
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