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Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the tenth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Included in this edition are:
· Update
· Asylum Seekers and Health Care Provision in the North West
· BME ‘Training For All’ Project Website Launch
· Care and Support Conference Report

· “From the Ground Up - A guide to integrated care design and delivery”

· Mental Health First Aid Training
· New Food Coop Advisor for North West
· Review of Access to NHS by Foreign Nationals
· Skills for Care Accolades 2010
· The State of Care in England – the Care Quality Commission Annual Report
· Events / Training
Update                                          
VSNW along with other regional partners recently launched the Listen Value Invest campaign to raise awareness of the value of the third sector not just in supporting individuals to transform their lives but showing the real and significant economic, social and health benefits for society as a whole.  Everyone can sign up to the campaign and contribute their stories by going to www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk .  
Everyone who works in the third sector is aware of the impact of inequalities on people’s lives.  I attended a conference this week which brought together colleagues from the third sector to discuss how they can take forward the Marmot Review: Fair Society Healthy Lives.  Professor Sir Michael Marmot outlined very clearly the evidence showing those who are poorer economically and socially have worse healthy life expectancies than those who are better off.  Mike Farrar, the Chief Executive of NHS NW, also spoke and reiterated his commitment to tackling health inequalities in the North West and to the role that the third sector will play in achieving this.  VSNW have produced a briefing of the Marmot Review which can be downloaded from http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/view/2010-02-17-briefing-32-fair-society-healthy-lives-marmot-review .  

Margaret McLeod

Asylum Seekers  and Health Care Provsion in the North West
The regional migration Health Interest Group has recently produced a document outlining asylum process in relation to health care, an overview of health care entitlements and some links to key papers on asylum seeker and refugee health.  Download the document at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health .
BME ‘Training For All’ Project Website Launch

The Association for Real Change (ARC) has been working with Black and minority ethnic (BME) Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) social care organisations and the training sector to develop Protocols to improve access to and knowledge of the training needs of the BME VCS Social Care sector.  A website has now been launched: http://bmetrainingforall.co.uk. If you are from a BME VCS Social Care or a Training organisation and would like more information about the project please contact Sid Jeewa on 01604 765661 or email disabilityworks@aol.com.
Care and Support Conference Report
On 19 February, the Secretary of State for Health chaired a Care and Support Conference to hear the views of the Care and Support Alliance and sector leaders on the reform of the care and support system.  The conference report which includes a conference statement can be downloaded at http://careandsupport.direct.gov.uk/news/2010/02/care-and-support-conference-19th-february-2010/
“From the Ground Up - A guide to integrated care design and delivery”

A report jointly commissioned by Community Health Partnership (CHP) and the Integrated Care Network (ICN).  It aims to support service commissioners; including those involved in planning, service delivery, finance and infrastructure as well as local partnerships, who are looking to develop integrated care services.  Download the report at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health 
Mental Health First Aid Training
Mental Health First Aid is the help provided to a person developing a mental health problem or in a mental health crisis. The first aid is given until appropriate professional treatment is received or until the crisis resolves.  A twelve hour course is taking place in Manchester on 25th and 26th March.  For more information contact: David Holmes: info@mentalhealthfirstaid.org.uk or 07779 331959
New Food Co-op Advisor for North West
The new advisor role is part of the Food Co-ops strand of the Making Local Food Work programme, funded by the Big Lottery. The programme aims to increase awareness of the benefits of eating local food by strengthening the relationships between farmers and consumers. Advice available on setting up a food co-op, via workshops, one to one advice sessions.  On line tool kit at www.sustainweb.org/foodcoopstoolkit.  Contact Ruth Kelly on 0161 209 9945 or email: ruth@sustainweb.org.

Review of Access to NHS by Foreign Nationals

The consultation on proposals resulting from the Review of Access to the NHS by Foreign Nationals was published on 26th February.  An extended period of consultation has been allowed to compensate for any period of election purdah. The closing date will be 30th June.  The consultation and response forms can be found on the Department of Health website:  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_113233
Skills for Care Accolades 2010
The Skills for Care Accolades 2010, in partnership with the Department of Health, are now open and taking nominations in 14 categories.  You can nominate your own organisation or another employer.  For more information go to http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/accolades2010/ 

The State of Care in England - Care Quality Commission Annual Report
The report states there have been great improvements in the quality of health care and social care in England over recent years and in 2009 this continued on the whole.  Some services and areas of the country performed exceptionally well but there are some problems that need to be dealt with before everyone can expect a positive experience and good outcomes when using care services.  The report can be downloaded from http://www.cqc.org.uk/stateofcare.cfm .
Events / Training
· Mental Health First Aid: 12 hour course: 25th – 26th March: Manchester.  For more information contact: David Holmes:  info@mentalhealthfirstaid.org.uk or 07779 331959
· Promise Network Event:  Commissioning and Contracts: 15th April: UCLAN, Preston. For more information contact Andrew Harrison: andrew.harrison@vsnw.org.uk 
·  “Turning Ambitions into Actions”: Collective Voice Spring Conference:  21st April: Brewery Arts Centre, Kendal.  To book email collectivevoice@rethink.org  
· UK Recovery Federation – First Conference:  7th May: Tameside.  For more information contact Brian Morrison: brian@apssonline.co.uk putting UKRF Conference in the subject box.
To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer:  Health & Social Care

Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
Mob: 07908 683927
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