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European funding in the North West
2007 - 2013
The European programmes for 2007-13 breakdown into two main areas:
1. European Structural Funds:
· European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

· European Social Fund (ESF) which includes Community Grants
2. Other European funds for the North West including Life Long Learning and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.1 Details of relevant programmes will be made available as soon as they are finalised.
This briefing focuses on the two European structural funds.

Mark Dawson

European Policy Officer

Email: mark.dawson@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9304
10 June 2008

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

The main changes to this round of ERDF are that responsibility has moved from the Government Office to the North West Development Agency and that it is a far smaller fund. The £521m ERDF money must be matched by other funding. 
The four priorities of the programme are:
1. enterprise and business growth

2. knowledge transfer and innovation

3. creating conditions for sustainable growth
4. growing and accessing employment.
The cross-cutting themes are environmental sustainability and equalities and diversity.
Strands of ERDF work with potential for voluntary and community sector involvement ‑ possibly drawn down through local area agreements ‑ include: 

Developing high value new enterprise has an emphasis on supporting entrepreneurs within key Regional Economic Strategy (RES) target groups such as women, BME communities, and disabled people (Action area 1.1). 
Increasing sustainable production and consumption, including work to bring about cultural change in business behaviour (Action area 1.3).
Supporting the ‘visitor offer’ for arts-focused VCS groups (Action area 3.3).
Stimulate enterprise in disadvantaged communities and under-represented groups (women, BME communities, people with disabilities, young people, older workers, offenders, ex-offenders, asylum seekers and refugees – Action area 4.1).
Supporting linkages to key employment areas, in particular strand 3, ‘Outreach and engagement’ which has the potential to be match-funded with the Working Neighbourhoods Fund (Action area 4.2).
Supporting employment creation for areas of regeneration need ‑ This is likely to mean bids from sub-regional economic partnerships aimed at addressing worklessness, in specific areas, alongside other aspects of deprivation. These other aspects will depend on your local bid and may include work to address poor housing, access to services, heath inequalities, and high crime. Pages 3 and 4 of the Investment Framework (Action area 4.3) outline possible areas of regeneration need.
Further information about the Action areas, Investment Frameworks, tendering process and contact details are available here: http://www.erdfnw.co.uk/?OBH=593
The governance of the 2007-13 Programme is via the Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC). Details of its meetings, sub committees and members are available here: http://www.erdfnw.co.uk/?OBH=616
European Social Fund (ESF)
The Learning & Skills Council and Jobcentre Plus are the responsible bodies for elements of both of the two main themes of this £360m fund: extending employment opportunities and developing a skilled work force. 
ESF money no longer needs to be match-funded.
The Jobcentre Plus programme will be delivered by the following lead delivery agencies or prime contractors:
Cheshire, Halton and Warrington

TNG Ltd

Cumbria and Lancashire


TWL Ltd

Greater Manchester Central

Working Links (Employment) Ltd

Greater Manchester East and West
Shaw Trust

Merseyside




Working Links (Employment) Ltd

There is one outstanding contact in Merseyside to be finalised and contact details will be available shortly. These lead agencies will sub contract some aspects of programme delivery to other more local organisations which may include VCS groups. We expect there to be a strong emphasis on partnership working. 
The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) should announce contract awards for 2007 in the next few weeks. The next round will probably be open towards the end of this year. Organisations will need to formally register (as part of a Pre Qualification Process) to access ESF and other LSC tenders. LSC will favour partnership and collaborative working and contracts will generally be based on sub-regional areas. To register as a prospective contractor: https://lsc.bravosolution.com/web/login.shtml
The LSC, through a sub-regional co-ordination body, will also run the Community Grants programme. These grants should support innovative means and methods for specialist communities or individuals to access employment, learning and training. This might include initial help with basic skills, to enable people to do voluntary work and work experience, enable individuals to overcome barriers or get training advice and counselling. Anything that can be accessed through main stream provision unfortunately can not be supported. Maximum grants will be £12,500. Usually only one grant can be applied for in one year. Details of this programme should be available in the next few weeks: http://www.lsc.gov.uk/regions/NorthWest/
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