[image: image3.jpg]listen  value @) invest @

the third sector delivering for the north west





Bulletin #45: 8 July 2011  
Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.

CONTENTS

Included in this VSNW Bulletin:

· Chief Executive’s update 

· Urgent actions: Take part in survey on impact of government policy on equalities

· Big Society news round-up: 
Take part in Health and Social Care modernisation survey
The Natural Choice: Briefings on the Environment White Paper

Civil Society Strategic Partners briefing

No Second Night Out: the government’s vision for ending rough sleeping

NWDA assets to be transferred

Implications of Skills Funding Agency Minimum Contract Levels for the VCS

· Events for the voluntary and community sector: 

VSNW annual conference: October 4
Further events listings at: www.vsnw.org.uk/events 

· VSNW News: 
· To subscribe or contribute including next issue date

Chief Executive’s Update

Dear colleagues,


In the last edition of the VSNW bulletin I mentioned that I appeared to have hit a nerve with my blog about what I perceive as a lack of transparency in the way some BIG Lottery funding has been allocated. Peter Wanless, the CEO of the Big Lottery Fund, responded twice on my blog and has since confirmed that BIG will soon publish details of how its solicited bid process works. Seeing the Lottery listen to our concerns and then respond very publicly is a great success, and proof that social media can really be used well to challenge on pressing issues. We will of course let you know when the details are published. 

The debate also raised the profile of VSNW and the sector outside London (!), which led to me being asked to contribute regularly to Third Sector’s blogs, to ensure a regional voice. My first contribution looks at the Transition Fund and asks whether it was established in a way to suit the government or suit quick headlines.

Elsewhere, it’s good to see Mike Farrar, the former CEO of NHS NW who worked very closely with VSNW during his time there, still promoting the sector in his role as CEO of the NHS Confederation. Giving evidence to the Select Committee on Health and Social Care, he spoke of the vital role the VCS can play, showing the time taken to build and maintain relationships with key decision-makers can reap the benefits of some excellent advocates for the sector in the long term.

I will also have the opportunity to discuss developments around the winding up of the regional development agencies and their assets at the regional leaders’ board on Monday 11 July, and will report back on this in the next bulletin.

In these difficult times, it’s also increasingly important to build relationships within the sector, and a number of chief executives have suggested that they would benefit from coming together to share common challenges – possibly with CEOs they do not ordinarily work with. I am happy to facilitate the gathering of a CEO support network if there is the appetite out there. Please email me if you’d be interested in this.

Lastly, a date for your diary: our annual conference will take place in Manchester on Tuesday 4 October. We’re still finalising the programme, but the keynote speaker is confirmed as Roberta Blackman-Woods, the Shadow Civil Society Minister. It’s likely the event will focus on giving groups the opportunity to get to grips with the key initiatives of this government and explore the opportunities and challenges these may hold. 


All the best,


Richard Caulfield

Urgent action

The Implications of Government Policy for Equality Issues - survey deadline extended

--------------------------------

As part of our research into Equality, Big Society and Localism we are gathering evidence about the impact of government policy on VCS equalities groups and the communities they work with. Please tell us how government policy is affecting your organisation by taking part in our survey, by the newly extended deadline of 25 July. As part of the project, we have also produced a think piece, including an exploration of the implications of The Localism Bill, Big Society, The Local Growth White Paper, and the latest Welfare and Health reform proposals.

Big Society news round-up

· As developments around Big Society continue, VSNW’s Big Civil Society policy resource will continue to summarise the latest key announcements and thinking for the sector.

· Please continue also to report any funding cuts at the Voluntary Sector Cuts website.

Take part in VSNW Health & Social Care modernisation survey

-------------------------------
VSNW is working closely with the Dept of Health and other sector colleagues to identify the kind of support that the VCS in the North West is able to offer the new Health structures being formed. We are aiming to gauge the level of VCS involvement and / or knowledge in GP Commissioning Consortia (now called Clinical Commissioning Groups), Health and Well Being Boards and Joint Strategic Needs Assessments. Taking part in this survey will help VSNW draw up a picture of what is happening in the North West during this important period of change. 

The Natural Choice: briefings on the Natural Environment White Paper

-----------------------------
The first Government White Paper on the environment for 20 years has been published, titled The Natural Choice. VSNW Briefing #60, provided by North West Environment Link, briefly summarises the key themes and commitments, and highlights the White Paper’s wide-ranging links to LEPs, planning, economic growth, communities and localism, health, and education. It is followed by VSNW Briefing #61, Analysing the Natural Choice, which provides further analysis of the themes and implications. 


Civil Society Strategic Partners

----------------------------
The Office for Civil Society has confirmed the priorities that it has contracted its new Strategic Partner organisations to deliver against. VSNW Briefing #62 outlines who the appointed partners are and what their priorities will be under the programme.

No Second Night Out: a vision to end rough sleeping
----------------------------
The Department for Communities & Local Government has announced the roll-out of its vision to end rough sleeping, building on the work of a London-based pilot. VSNW Briefing #63 outlines the vision and details of a new £20 million Homelessness Transition Fund for the voluntary sector to help deliver the pledge. 

NWDA assets to be transferred
--------------------------------
Government has guaranteed local involvement in the future management of RDA assets through a regional stewardship model. The NW Regional Leaders' Board (including VSNW's Chief Executive) and the Homes & Communities Agency will discuss what this looks like on Monday 11 July.

Implications of Skills Funding Agency Minimum Contract Levels
---------------------------------

A report for the Learning and Skills Improvement Service explores the potential effects on the VCS, and the people with whom it works, of the Minimum Contract Levels to be imposed by the Skills Funding Agency. 

Other news

· Big Lottery Fund confirms it will explain bid solicitation process following lobbying by VSNW

· NHS Confederation CEO praises role of the VCS in Health and Social Care
· Findings of the Dilnot Commission on Funding of Care and Support
· MPs call for National Citizens’ Service re-think
· Consultation launched on work of Equalities and Human Rights Commission
· Three NW bids for Local Enterprise Zones
· Nominations for Social Change Awards open

· How does your local Compact work for you?

· NW Pre-employment programme - opportunity to gain Level 1 award in Preparation for Event Volunteering.

· Job opportunity: Operations & Development Manager, Together UK
Voluntary and community sector events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
VSNW’s annual conference
----------------------------
Following the success of last year’s Listen Value Invest: the conference, we will be holding another conference in Manchester on October 4. The keynote speaker will be Roberta Blackman-Woods, the Shadow Civil Society Minister. We will explore the opportunities and challenges for the sector amidst current government policies on Big Society, Health, Skills & Economic Development and other issues. Please put the date in your diary - more information to follow in the next VSNW bulletin.


Other events:

· Disability Awareness Day, 10 July, Warrington
· Who cares? Effective support for young adult carers. 11 July, Manchester
· England Volunteering Development Council NW meeting, 12 July, Preston
· CLES Summit: making places better, 12-13 July, Manchester - Special ticket price for VSNW members
· Connecting people into power, 13 July, Manchester
· Co-operatives NW annual conference and AGM, 19 July, Manchester
· Empowering the Voluntary Sector workshops, 21 July, Manchester
· Procurement in the NHS 2011: every penny counts, 13 September, Manchester 
· Facilitation with a creative flair, 22 September, Manchester
· ACEVO North Conference: leading change in the third sector, 29 September, Manchester
Other news from VSNW

1NW BME Bulletin July 2011
-------------------------------
In this edition:

· Contribute to NW research on equality

· 1NW recommendations appear in Select Committee report on Localism

· Joint letter to Home Secretary to save Equality Act.

Read more and subscribe.

VSNW Health Bulletin #25
--------------------------------
In this edition:

· NICE - obesity call for evidence

· Department of Health NW update

· Briefing on health of migrants

Read more and subscribe on the VSNW website.


To subscribe or contribute

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Wednesday 27 July. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Monday 25 July July.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Communications & Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 07760 752986

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Research Manager
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307

Back to Contents
[image: image1.png]VS N W ‘ Voluntary Sector North West

Accountability | Knowledge | Equality




Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW)

St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ

Tel: 0161 276 9300 | Email: info@vsnw.org.uk | Web: www.vsnw.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1081654 | Company Limited by Guarantee registered in England No. 3988903

	This bulletin is funded through The Big Lottery Fund
	[image: image2.jpg]&

LOTTERY FUNDED







