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Bulletin #13

Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the 13th VSNW Bulletin. 

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate:

- VSNW’s work

- all work to represent the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

- key regional issues for the VCS

- key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS.
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INTRODUCTION
Dear Colleagues

This bulletin includes an update on the regional strategy and news of a number of VSNW partnered events. Besides Monday’s Promise network launch, there are three Conversations with Commissioners events being held jointly with NHS NW and news of three new events in October and November, in partnership with Parliamentary Outreach as part of a ‘Get Involved’ series of events: 

· Influencing Parliament and Health

· Influencing Parliament and the Economy 

· and in partnership with North West Environment Link (NWEL), Influencing Parliament and the Environment. 
Perhaps the key news, has been the level of success that The North West has had in its applications to the Future Jobs Funds. The North West voluntary and community sector (VCS) has played its part and will be able to offer over 5,000 jobs, over the next 18 months, to young people and those living in areas hardest hit by the recession. 
An extremely pleasing aspect of this work has been the side-effects. Two things have stood out. Firstly, that it has demonstrated a growing capacity for sub-regional delivery, where the sub-regional economic partnerships have taken a strong lead. Secondly, and I think this is very much related, a growing partnership between the third sector and statutory agencies. 
The Future Jobs Fund has sent a clear message that we as a sector can be a more than effective partner when it comes to addressing the challenges of the recession and supporting economic recovery.

All the best
Richard Caulfield

Chief Executive, VSNW

Regional Strategy: RS2010

Principles and Issues paper: consultation report published

------------------------------------------------
Following the Principles and Issues consultation earlier this year, the consultation report has now been published: http://www.nwregionalstrategy.com/StrengthsAndChallenges
In brief: 
· The draft outcomes reflect a greater focus on people and include: tackling deprivation and disadvantage, developing communities, reducing health inequalities, tackling gaps in basic skills, improving the range and depth of employment opportunities for all.

· The draft values include maximising the contribution of the third sector, alongside private and public sectors, to the region.

· Further details are available from VSNW’s news item (http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/260) or from the VSNW Briefing Report #20: Summary of the Principles & Issues Consultation Report: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/briefings 
VSNW’s response (April 2009) to the consultation is here: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/responses 

Timetable: what next?
--------------

The next steps in the development of the Regional Strategy (RS2010) are:

· Next few months: Preparation of Part 1 of RS2010. Part 1 is the high level strategic framework.
· Late 2009/early 2010: Consultation on Part 1.
· To be confirmed: A revised Part 1, together with Part 2 (the detailed policies), will then be prepared for the statutory consultation process. The exact timings are subject to change.
Equality & Health Impact Assessments
-----------------------

As part of RS2010, a Sustainability Appraisal is taking place. This includes Equality and Health Impact Assessments. 

· Four Equality workshops, looking at a four themes that underpin the principles and issues of RS2010 were held earlier this year, to review the equality and diversity implications. Key summary reports, which have incorporated VSNW input, are available here: http://www.nwregionalstrategy.com/Sustainability 

· A joint health and equality impact assessment will be undertaken during the consultation phase of the strategy and we will keep you informed when we have more details.
The Economy and tackling the Recession

For further information about resources and VSNW activity to support communities and VCS groups through the recession: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/recesssion 


Future Jobs Fund

--------------------------
Over 5,000 employment opportunities are to be offered by the voluntary and community sector in the North West over the next 18 months. Working with sub-regional economic partnerships and local authorities the job offers will be created through the Future Jobs Fund and will be for young people and those living in areas hardest hit by the recession.

http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/259 

North West Select Committee report looks at North West economic situation

------------------------------------------------
The North West Select Committee has published its report following an inquiry into the North West Economic Situation. 

The headline messages are: 

VSNW’s submission focused on the need for debt advice and measures to support the voluntary and community sector. More information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/242
North West Select Committee: http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/nw.cfm 

Report: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmnwest/696/69602.htm
RES

------------------------------------------------
The Regional Economic Strategy 2006 annual assessment report is now available.

Workforce and skills
Group Training Associations
----------------------
VSNW’s partnered national Group Training Association bid has now been submitted. The aim is to establish a new VCS Group Training Association, which will support sector-specific apprenticeships. Read our new briefing report, Group Training Associations and Apprenticeships in the VCS, to find out more about:

· GTAs and VCS apprenticeships

· running an apprenticeship

· being part of a third sector GTA
Briefing #18: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/briefings 

For more information on apprenticeships contact Karen Rigg on 0161 276 9304 or karen.rigg@vsnw.org.uk 

Health
To subscribe to the VSNW Health Bulletin, email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”
Summary of VSNW Health Bulletin #05 

------------------------------------------
The latest VSNW Health Bulletin (#05) featured news about:

· Recruitment of representatives of the Promise network for third and independent sector providers of mental health services, and details of the launch event on 7th September.
· Consultation on the Care Quality Commission mental health strategy http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/228 
· Call for evidence on the role of the third sector in personalisation of public services http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/229 
· Social Value Commissioning Project bulletin http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/209 
To read the bulletin visit http://www.vsnw.org.uk/publications/healthbulletin 
Housing

North West Housing Review

-----------------------

The North West Housing Review Q4 2008 is now available on the 4NW website. The report is the latest in a series of six-monthly reviews of the Northwest housing market: http://www.nwrpb.org.uk/downloads/documents/aug_09/nwra_1249566306_North_West_Housing_Market_Tren.pdf
Consultation on Amended Strategic Approach to Housing key lines of enquiry (KLOE)

----------------------------------------------------------------
The Audit Commission has launched a formal consultation on the Strategic Approach to Housing key lines of enquiry, which is designed to assess how well a council works with its partners and other stakeholders to address the housing needs and challenges within its area. Deadline for responses is Friday 17 September 2009. More information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/238 
Public – Third Sector Relationships
Refresh of National Compact
-----------------------------------------------------
A refreshed and revised national Compact is to be launched later this year during Compact Week (2 to 8 November). A 12-week public consultation is currently taking place, to end on 12 October 2009, along with a series of Refresh Panel meetings involving senior figures from government and the voluntary & community sector. More information: www.thecompact.org.uk/refresh 

Consultation on the introduction of a Community Infrastructure Levy
------------------------------------------------------
This consultation seeks views on the Government's detailed proposals for the introduction of the community infrastructure levy, which will be a new charge that local authorities in England and Wales will be empowered, but not required, to charge on most types of new development in their area. More information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/237 

Plans for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople in the North West

------------------------------------------------------------------
A public consultation on proposed revisions to the Regional Spatial Strategy (pubished September 2008) has now opened. The revisions include policies relating to the accommodation requirements of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople to ensure that these communities have access to an appropriate number and distribution of pitches. More information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/240 


Equalities

Equalities and Human Rights Commission

---------------------------------------
Following extensive consultation, the EHRC has published its three-year strategic plan, which sets out how it will work over the next three years towards its vision of a better Britain, built on principles of fairness and respect where everyone has an equal chance to fulfil their potential. An interactive version of the plan is also available: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/our-job/our-strategic-plan/ 

The Commission has also opened its consultation on gender pay gap reporting in the private and voluntary sector, aimed at employers with more than 250 staff as well as representative bodies and trade unions. The consultation closes on 28 October. For more information: www.equalityhumanrights.com/fairer-britain/gender-pay-reporting
New cohesion publications from CLG
--------------------------------------------
The Economic Case for Cohesion is a new study which looks at the available evidence on the economic benefits of building coheison. It reviews evidence for crime, fear of crime, education, employment, health and economic investment. Guidance for Local Authorities on how to mainstream community cohesion into other services provides evidence and arguments which can be used by Las as a basis for embedding community cohesion in other areas of service delivery and with other local organisations. More information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/241 
News

Further news items are available through VSNW’s News listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news
National survey of community development work 2009 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Community Development Foundation is conducting a national survey of community development workers and their managers this September. They want to get an accurate picture of who is doing community work and how it is being done, how community workers are funded, and what their support networks look like. For more information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/236 
NCVO’s Good Guide to Trading

------------------------------------------------
The Good Guide to Trading: Getting ready for enterprise takes you through the process of launching a successful trading initiative from start to finish, and could help your organisation on the way to independence and sustainability. More information: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/230 

Lloyds TSB: New young offenders initiative

-----------------------------------------------------------------
This programme is looking to fund charities that are seeking to improve the life choices and chances of young offenders. Work will be funded which is new or innovative, which extends or replicates existing and proven models of working, and which enables the development of joined up projects. Charities are invited to submit expressions of interest by 5pm on 25 September. For more information: www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk 

Events

VSNW-listed events are available through VSNW’s Events and Training listing: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/events
Key events

-------------------------------

Launch of the Promise Network for Third and Independent Sector Providers of Mental Health Services. Monday 7th September from 10.00 to 15.15 in Preston. 
Conversations with Commissioners: As part of the NHS's Transforming Communities programme, VSNW will partner NHS NW with a number of events for VCS groups and PCT commissioners. The aim is to explore partnership working and to hear about local PCT future plans and priorities. The events will take place in September:
· Greater Manchester event with local PCTs: 9th September
· Cumbria and Lancashire event with local PCTs: 11th September
· Merseyside & Cheshire event with local PCTs: 14th September
Get Involved events
Three joint VSNW and Parliamentary Outreach events, to support third sector organisations to more effectively engage with Parliament, the legislative process, and influence policy
· Influencing Parliament and Health: 7th October

· Influencing Parliament and the Economy: 8th October
· Influencing Parliament and the Environment: 4th November in partnership with NWEL.
Details: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/news/view/262 
To subscribe or contribute

 To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email policy@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to VSNW Bulletin”.
The next Bulletin will be circulated on Wednesday 23 September. Items submitted for inclusion should be received by Friday 18 September.

· To contribute to the VSNW Bulletin, please contact:
Hannah Horton, Information Officer
Email: hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9300

· To contribute to the policy work of VSNW, please contact:
Warren Escadale, Policy & Communications Officer
Email: warren.escadale@vsnw.org.uk or Tel: 0161 276 9307

Back to Contents
Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW)

St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ

Tel: 0161 276 9300 | Email: info@vsnw.org.uk | Web: http://www.vsnw.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1081654 | Company Limited by Guarantee registered in England No. 3988903

	This bulletin is funded through The Big Lottery Fund
	[image: image1.jpg]&

LOTTERY FUNDED






















