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Dame Barbara Hakin, National Managing Director, Commissioning Development at the Dept 
of Health has recently written to the Directors of Commissioning Development at the 
Strategic Health Authorities clarifying two areas in the development of Clinical 
Commissioning Groups. 
 
Delegation 
 
Clinical Commissioning Groups will not be able to take on full responsibility for 
commissioning health services until they have been established as a statutory body.  
However, in the meantime they will be able to take on some delegated responsibility for 
commissioning from the Primary Care Trust.  This will be managed by setting up the 
emerging Clinical Commissioning Group as a sub-committee of a PCT Board.  It is 
anticipated that CCG’s will take on delegated responsibilities in an incremental way. 
 
Legal Status 
 
Status of Shadow Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) 
 
Although it is recognised that leading up to the establishment of CCGs the pathfinders or 
other groups of GP practices will increasingly commission services that have been delegated 
to them by PCTs; this will not give them the status of ‘commissioning CCGs’.  Until the Bill 
has passed through Parliament and the relevant provisions are in place and the CCG has 
applied successfully to the NHS Commissioning Board they cannot have that status. 
 

In order for pathfinders or groups of GP Practices to exercise delegated PCT functions they 
must become committees for sub-committees of a PCT.  This delegation is covered by 
existing NHS regulations 

Some pathfinder groups are currently private corporate entities (e.g. Limited Liability 
Partnerships or Community Interest Companies), because they have grown out of Practice 
Based Commissioning groups that used these organisational forms.   They cannot use these 
organisations to hold commissioning budgets or employ NHS commission staff.   This does 
not however preclude the individuals from these organisations become members of a PCT 
committee which has delegated PCT functions 
 
Clinical Commissioning Groups – post establishment of NHS Commissioning Board 
 
Subject to Parliamentary approval of the Health & Social Care Bill, the NHS Commissioning 
Board will be formally established as a non-departmental body between July and October 
2012.  Once the CCG has successfully applied to the NHS Commissioning Board it will be 
established as a statutory body and will probably take on fully commissioning responsibility 
from April 2013. 
 
The CCG will then be a statutory corporate body, classified as an NHS body.  It will have the 
same statutory status that a PCT or a Strategic Health Authority has now. It cannot be a 
private company or a private corporate entity of any kind.  The constitution of a CCG will be 
determined in accordance with the provisions of the Health & Social Care Bill. 

CCGs will be commissioning-only organisations and will not be able to provide health 
services. This would not preclude individual GP practices that are members of the 



 
consortium grouping together (e.g. as a Community Interest Company) to provide certain 
services, provided those arrangements were entirely separate from those of the CCG.  
 
To read the full letter and associated document ‘Towards Authorisation’ go to  
https://www.wp.dh.gov.uk/healthandcare/files/2011/09/20110824-dear-colleagues-
clarification-note_gateway16529.pdf  
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North West Clinical Commissioning Groups 

Contact List – August 2011 

 

Local Authority 
Area 

Commissioning Group Name Contact Name Contact Email 

Cumbria  
 

Cumbria Senate 

Geographical area: Cumbria 
Number of practices: 86 
Population size: 517,000 

Johanna Reilly, Director of 
Commissioning Johanna.Reilly@cumbriapct.nhs.uk 

Cheshire    

Cheshire West 

West Cheshire Health 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Western 
Cheshire 
Number of practices: 38 
Population size: 260,000 

Alison Lee, Director of Clinical 
Commissioning alisonlee2@nhs.net 
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Cheshire East  

Vale Royal Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Central & 
Eastern Cheshire 
Number of practices: 13 
Population size: 102,000 

Whitehouse Simon (5NP) Chief 
Officer - South & Vale 
Royal GPCC 

Simon.Whitehouse@cecpct.nhs.uk 

Cheshire East 

South Cheshire 
Commissioning Consortia 
(SCCC) 

Geographical area: Central 
and Eastern Cheshire 
Number of practices: 16 
Population size: 164,000 

Hazel Burgess - PA to Jerry 
Hawker, Chief Officer, 
and Paul Bowen, Chair 

Hazel.Burgess@cecpct.nhs.uk 

Cheshire East 

Eastern Cheshire  
Commissioning Consortium 

Geographical area: East 
Cheshire 
Number of practices: 22 
Population size: 201,252 

Hazel Burgess - PA to Jerry 
Hawker, Chief Officer, and Paul 
Bowen, Chair 

Hazel.Burgess@cecpct.nhs.uk 

Warrington Warrington Health Consortium Dr Sarah Barker Accountable Officer 
for Sarah.Baker@warringtonpct.nhs.uk 
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Geographical area: Warrington 
Number of practices: 28 
Population size: 208,000 

Warrington Health Consortium 

Gtr Manchester    

Bolton 

Bolton Collaborative 
Consortium 
 
Geographical area: Bolton 
Number of practices: 9 
Population size: 29,000 

Dawn Moody Dawn.Moody@bolton.nhs.uk    

Bolton 

Bolton GP Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Bolton 
Number of practices: 51 
Population size: 290,000 

Dr Wirin Bhatiani Lead GP for 
Bolton Consortium Wirin.Bhatiani@gp-P82015.nhs.uk  

Bury 

Bury GPCC 
 
Geographical area: Bury 
Number of practices: 33 
Population size: 191,495 

Michelle Armstrong Michelle.Armstrong@gp-
p83020.nhs.uk   
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Manchester 

Manchester North, Central and 
South 

Geographical area: 
Manchester 
Number of practices: 107 
Population size: 547,355 

 http://pbc.networks.nhs.uk/manchester 

Oldham 

Commissioning for Oldham 
Group 

Geographical area: Oldham 
Number of practices: 50 
Population size: 238,500 

Dr Ian Wilkinson Ianwilkinson@nhs.net 

Rochdale 

Rochdale West LLP 
 
Geographical area: NHS 
Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale 
Number of practices: 10 
Population size: 64,000 

Dr Richard Verity richard.verity@nhs.net 

Rochdale 
Middleton and Heywood 
Healthcare LLP (Heywood and 
Middleton Cluster) 
 

Dr Chris Duffy chris.duffy@nhs.net   
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Geographical area: NHS 
Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale 
Number of practices: 15 
Population size: 80,300 

Rochdale 

GPCARE Group CIC 
(Community Interest 
Company) 

Geographical area: Heywood, 
Middleton, Rochdale 
Number of practices: 14 
Population size: 78,700 

Lesley Mort lesley.mort@hmr.nhs.uk 

Salford 

Hundreds Health 

Geographical area: Salford 
Number of practices: 55 
Population size: 240,000 

Fiona Moore – Head of Clinical 
Commissioning Fiona.Moore@salford.nhs.uk 

Stockport 

Stockport Managed Care 

Geographical area: Stockport 
Number of practices: 53 
Population size: 298,234 

Nicola Baker (Chief Officer and 
Director of PBC) Claire 
Pimlott (PA to Chief Officer and 
Chair) 

nicola.baker@nhsstockport.nhs.uk 
claire.pimlott@nhsstockport.nhs.uk 

mailto:Fiona.Moore@salford.nhs.uk�


6 

 

Tameside 

Tameside & Glossop 

Geographical area: NHS 
Tameside & Glossop 
Number of practices: 43 
Population size: 238,365 

Hilary Garratt hgarratt@nhs.net 

Trafford 

Trafford Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Trafford 
Number of practices: 37 
Population size: 221,500 

Jo Young PA to Chief Executive jo.young@trafford.nhs.uk 

Wigan 

ALPF Health Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Ashton 
Leigh and Wigan 
Number of practices: 62 
Population size: 90,832 

Mick Dolan Director of 
Commissioning 

Mick.Dolan@alwpct.nhs.uk 

Wigan 
TABA Consortium 

Geographical area: Ashton 
Leigh and Wigan 

Mick Dolan Director of 
Commissioning Mick.Dolan@alwpct.nhs.uk 
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Population size: 45,127 

Wigan 

North Wigan Consortium 

Geographical area: Ashton 
Leigh and Wigan 
Population size: 54,946 

Mick Dolan Director of 
Commissioning Mick.Dolan@alwpct.nhs.uk 

Wigan 

Wigan Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Ashton 
Leigh and Wigan 
Population size: 75,998 

Mick Dolan Director of 
Commissioning Mick.Dolan@alwpct.nhs.uk 

Wigan / Halton / 
St. Helens 

United League Commissioning 

Geographical area: Ashton 
Leigh and Wigan, Halton, St. 
Helens 
Population size: 106,837 

Mick Dolan Director of 
Commissioning / Alan Rice 
Operational Director of Community 
& Primary Care 

Mick.Dolan@alwpct.nhs.uk 
Alan.Rice@hsthpct.nhs.uk 

Lancashire    

Blackburn with 
Darwen 

Blackburn with Darwen Health 
Consortium 

Vanessa Hollings vanessa.hollings@bwd.nhs.uk   
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Geographical area: Blackburn 
with Darwen 
Number of practices: 30 
Population size: 167,450 

Blackpool 

Blackpool Commissioning 
Consortia 

Geographical area: Blackpool 
Number of practices: 22 
Population size: 152,968 

David Bonson Director of Strategic 
Planning & 
Commissioning 

David.Bonson@blackpool.nhs.uk 

Burnley 

Burnley 
 

Geographical area: Burnley 
Number of practices: 17 
Population size: 97,147 

Dr Paul Hartley paulhartley@nhs.net   

Chorley & South 
Ribble 

Chorley and South Ribble 
 
Geographical area: Chorley 
Number of practices: 36 
Population size: 225,529 

Peter Tinson peter.tinson@centrallancashire.nhs.uk 
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Fylde / Wyre 

Wylde Commissioning 
Consortia 
 
Geographical area: North 
Lancs 
Number of practices: 21 
Population size: 157,000 

Dr Tony Naughton Tony.Naughton@northlancs.nhs.uk 

Hyndburn 
 

Hyndburn 
 
Geographical area: Hyndburn 
Number of practices: 19 
Population size: 79,710 

Dr Murthy Motupalli murthy.motupalli@nhs.net   

Lancaster / Wyre 

Lancaster Morecambe 
Carnforth Garstang 
Practice Based Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: North 
Lancashire 
Number of practices: 13 
Population size: 160,000 

Dr Jim Gardner Medical Director & 
PEC Chair jim.gardner@northlancs.nhs.uk 

Pendle Pendle Joe Gibson joe.gibson@eastlancspct.nhs.uk 
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Geographical area: NHS East 
Lancashire 
Number of practices: 16 
Population size: 89,200 

Preston,  Chorley 
& South Ribble 

Greater Preston 

Geographical area: Central 
Lancashire 
Number of practices: 32 
Population size: 178,924 

Janet Ledward janet.ledward@centrallancashire.nhs.u
k 

Ribble Valley 
 

Ribblesdale GP Consortium 
 
Geographical area: East 
Lancashire 
Number of practices: 4 
Population size: 36,712 

Dr Ian Whyte ian.whyte2@nhs.net 

Rossendale 
 

Rossendale 
 
Geographical area: East 
Lancashire 
Number of practices: 8 
Population size: 67,444 

Dr Peter Williams Peter.williams2@nhs.net 
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West Lancashire 

West Lancashire 
 
Geographical area: Central 
Lancashire 
Number of practices: 23 
Population size: 111,444 

Alex Walker alex.walker@centrallancashire.nhs.uk 

Wyre 

Fleetwood Community 
Commissioning Group 

Geographical area: Fleetwood 
Number of practices: 3 
Population size: 25,000 

Dr Jim Gardner Medical Director & 
PEC Chair jim.gardner@northlancs.nhs.uk 

Merseyside    

Halton 

Runcorn Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: NHS 
Halton 
Number of practices: 8 
Population size: 64,947 

Alan Rice alan.rice@hsthpct.nhs.uk 

Halton Widnes PBC Alan Rice alan.rice@hsthpct.nhs.uk 
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Geographical area: Widnes 
and St Helens 
Number of practices: 10 
Population size: 63,000 

Knowsley 

Kirkby 
 
Geographical area: Knowsley 
Number of practices: 8 
Population size: 47,085 

Alistair Macfarlane alistair.macfarlane@knowsley.nhs.uk 

Knowsley 

South and Central Knowsley 

Geographical area: NHS 
Knowsley 
Number of practices: 22 
Population size: 111,445 

Dianne Johnson dianne.johnson@knowsley.nhs.uk 

Liverpool 

Liverpool GP Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Liverpool 
Number of practices: 91 
Population size: 466,613 

Katherine Sheerin katherine.sheerin@liverpoolpct.nhs.uk 
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Halton / St 
Helens 

St. Health 

Geographical area: Halton & St 
Helens 
Number of practices: 24 
Population size: 137,500 

Dr Karen Beeby, Chair Karen.beeby@hsthpct.nhs.uk 

Sefton 

Southport & Formby PBC 
Consortium 
 
Geographical area: Sefton 
Number of practices: 20 
Population size: 120,000 

Jan Leonard Jan.leonard@sefton.nhs.uk 

Sefton 

South Sefton Commissioning 
Confederation 

Geographical area: Sefton – 
South 
Number of practices: 34 
Population size: 157,000 

Deborah Jones Director of Strategy 
& Service 
Development 
Tina Wilkins Deputy Director of 
Service Transformation 

Deborah.jones@sefton.nhs.uk 
Tina.wilkins@sefton.nhs.uk 

Wirral 
Wirral GP Commissioning 
Consortium 

Geographical area: Part of the 

John South Director of Primary Care 
& Provider Services 

John.South@wirral.nhs.uk 

mailto:Jan.leonard@sefton.nhs.uk�
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Wirral 
Number of practices: 27 
Population size: 128,729 

Wirral 

Wirral Health Commissioning 
Consortium (WHCC) 

Geographical area: Wirral 
Number of practices: 24 
Population size: 155,000 

Director of Primary Care & Provider 
Services 

John.South@wirral.nhs.uk 
Cathy.Gritzner@Wirral.nhs.uk 

Wirral 

Wirral NHS Alliance  

Geographical area: Wirral 
Number of practices: 6 
Population size: 32,000 

John South Director of Primary Care 
& Provider Services 

John.South@wirral.nhs.uk 

 



 
 
 
 
Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW) 
St Thomas Centre 
Ardwick Green North 
Manchester  
M12 6FZ 
 
Tel: 0161 276 9300 
Fax: 0161 276 9301 
Email: policy@vsnw.org.uk 
Web: www.vsnw.org.uk 
 
Registered charity no. 1081654 
Company limited by guarantee 
Registered in England no. 3988903 
Registered office as above 
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