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Joint Economic Commission for the North West

Beverley Hughes MP, Minister for the North West, has set up a Joint Economic Commission with the aim of supporting communities, businesses and families and minimising the impact of the economic downturn in our region.

The Commission, which involves key partners in the region
 ― including the voluntary and community sector (VCS) ― will meet on a regular basis. The purpose is to identify the key issues and provide a co-ordinated response to support those who are and will face significant economic challenges. It also influences central government.

VCS involvement

The voluntary and community sector, represented through Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW), will be important for three reasons. Firstly, working closely with communities, it will know and understand ― quite possibly long before other partners ― the issues and challenges people face. Secondly, the voluntary and community sector should be well placed to identify, and possibly deliver, solutions. Thirdly, it may be that the downturn will directly affect VCS groups, for example VCS funding.

Seven point action plan
A seven point action plan was drawn up at the first meeting (3rd November 2008) of the Joint Economic Commission for the North West. The actions are:
1. To work together to deliver three existing strategic projects – the M62 corridor, the ‘energy west coast’ in Cumbria and the renewable sector.

2. Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and Government Office for the North West to work together to identify strategic projects at risk of not being completed and to propose solutions.

3. GONW and Homes and Community Agency to identify specific issues concerning housing for discussion at the next JEC meeting.

4. Minister for the North West to write to all public sector organisations in the region to encourage prompt payments.

5. A separate subgroup to be set up to look at supporting apprenticeships in the public and private sectors.

6. NWDA to work with Business Link and Jobcentre Plus to clarify support available for debt counselling and financial support for small and medium size enterprises.

7. Consider the impact from and opportunities for environmental schemes in the region in the longer term.
Debt counselling
The sixth point on the action plan also related to individual debt counselling and VSNW, and others, have been tasked with looking into the impact of the economic downturn on debt advice services. We are currently liaising with Citizens Advice UK and AdviceUK to gather regional data but it will be useful to have any evidence on increase in uptake of such services in the VCS.

What affect is the downturn having on 
your group, the people you work with or your members?
VSNW would like to hear from any VCS groups who feel the economic downturn is having an effect on their services – increases in take up, change in attitude of funders. Therefore, VSNW are very keen to hear from voluntary and community sector groups which can tell us what is happening. For example:

· Impact on VCS funding – any changes linked either to the economic situation or Local Authority investments in Icelandic Banks.
· Increase in uptake of services – especially advice services or services directly related to worklessness.
However, VSNW works with VCS support services across the region and I would encourage you to talk to your local CVS/support organisation that can then use this information and data locally and we can start to develop a local, sub-regional and regional picture of what is happening in the North West.

If you have any comments or information please contact VSNW through our Policy and Communications Officer by emailing policy@vsnw.org.uk
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NOTES


�. 	The members of the Joint Economic Commission for the North West are:


Beverley Hughes (Chair of the Commission)


Bryan Gray, Chair, NWDA


Lord Peter Smith, Chair, 4NW


Clive Elphick, Chair, NW CBI


Angie Robinson, Chief Executive, GM Chamber of Commerce


Stuart Chambers, Chair, NW Business Leadership Team


Len Collinson, Director General, Private Sector Partners


Liz Meek, Regional Director, GONW


Mike Farrar, Chief Executive, NW NHS


Dominic Brankin, Director, Jobcentre Plus NW


David Grunwell, Director, Network Operations NW, Highways Agency


Deborah McLaughlin, Regional Director Designate, Homes & Community Agency


John Korzeniewski, Regional Director, NW Learning and Skills Council


Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive, Voluntary Sector North West


Alan Manning, NW Regional Secretary of TUC.


�. 	The key focus of the Commission will be its work in the North West. However, it will also influence the Council of Regional Ministers and, through the Regional Economic Council (� HYPERLINK "http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/press_116_08.htm" �http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/press_116_08.htm�), the new working group given the task of dealing with the economic downturn at a national level: The National Economic Council (� HYPERLINK "http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17067" �http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17067�). Neither of these Councils list formal VCS involvement.
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