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No Second Night Out: 
a vision to end rough sleeping
The purpose of this briefing is to outline:

· Government vision to end rough sleeping: No Second Night Out Nationwide

· A new £20million Homelessness Transition Fund for the voluntary sector to help deliver the pledge

Briefing paper #63
Martin Morton
Supported Housing & Homelessness Co-ordinator
martin.morton@vsnw.org.uk
07587 885832
On July 6th 2011 Housing Minister Grant Shapps announced the Government’s ambition to put an end to rough sleeping by pledging to work with councils and the voluntary sector to ensure that nobody spends a second night sleeping rough on Britain’s streets. Mr Shapps also announced a new £20m Homelessness Transition Fund will be made available over three years for the voluntary sector to help deliver the pledge.
Currently operating as a pilot in London, “No Second Night Out” identifies new rough sleepers and helps them off the streets immediately to prevent people falling into a rough sleeping lifestyle.
Mr Shapps confirmed that the Government wanted to extend the principles of “No Second Night Out” across the country and that Homeless Link, the national organization representing homelessness charities in England, had been asked to administer a new fund to ensure the voluntary sector continue to play a central role in tackling rough sleeping. 
The roll-out of this programme is one of six commitments made in a report published by a cross-Whitehall Ministerial group tasked with preventing and tackling homelessness.
The report can be found at:

http://www.communities.gov.uk/housing/homelessness/
The other commitments made in the report are:

· Helping People to Access Healthcare by bringing partners together to identify what more must be done to include the needs of homeless people in the commissioning of health services
· Helping People into work by prioritizing access to further education and skills services for the most disadvantaged, including homeless people, and promote informal adult learning as a pathway towards wider learning opportunities
· Reducing Bureaucratic Burdens by reducing the amount of guidance from central government and no longer requiring local authorities and providers of services to submit ongoing data returns
· Increasing Local Control over Investment in Services by analyzing the costs of homelessness and the public services to which they fall and developing a proposal for the use of community based budgets to tackle the multiple needs of rough sleepers; and
· Devolving Responsibility for Tackling Homelessness in the capital to build on work already being led by the London Delivery Board to establish a pan-London approach to tackling rough sleeping
The report urges local authorities, who know local circumstances best ,to build on their ongoing work with local charities and hostels to meet the four key principles of the “No Second Night Out” programme: 

· Members of the public should be able to play an active role by reporting and referring people sleeping rough;

· Rough sleepers should be helped to access a place of safety where their needs can be quickly assessed and they can receive advice on their options:

· Rough sleepers should be able to access emergency accommodation and other services, such as healthcare, if needed; and  

· If anyone must come from another area or country and find themselves sleeping rough, to reconnect them back to their local community unless there is a good reason why they cannot return. Here they will be able to access housing and recovery services, and have support from family and friends.
Although Homeless Link will be administering the programme, full details of the Homelessness Transition Fund arrangements have yet to be announced.
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VSNW (Voluntary Sector North West) is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West. The purpose of VSNW is to ensure that the voluntary and community sector (VCS), in all its diversity, takes its full part in shaping the future of the North West.

VSNW works with 150 members which

· work across the region directly supporting and delivering services for individuals, or

· are VCS infrastructure organisations (LIOs) that work with local voluntary and community groups.

VSNW members provide community services, regenerate neighbourhoods, support individuals, promote volunteering and tackle discrimination. The 40 generalist LIOs in membership of VSNW have a membership of 6,780 VCS groups and are in contact with 19,800 local voluntary and community sector groups in the North West – just under two-thirds (63%) of the region’s VCS groups.
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